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Interestingly, llamas make good “guard 

dogs” for the following reasons: They  
are quick studies, learning in a few days 
what might take a dog a year to master. 
Also, llamas and sheep get along famously. 
Most important, llamas have a natural 
distaste for coyotes, the sheep’s main 
predator, and they don’t get frazzled in the 
face of danger. When brazen predators 
approach the herd, llamas aggressively 
chase away the intruders. They also 
possess a vicious kick that they use 
should a predator come too close. 

So serious is this problem that in  
the United States predators are said to 
have killed millions of dollars worth of 
sheep in the past few years. Although 
efforts have been under way to destroy 
the coyotes, the focus now is on protecting 
the sheep. It would seem that the best 
way to do that is to “hire” a llama. In fact, 
when interviewed in an Iowa study, half 
the llama-owning sheep farmers reported 
sheep losses down to zero since getting  
a llama, which just goes to show that 
there’s nothing like having a good guard 
dog, especially when it’s a llama. 
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Vocabulary for 
Comprehension

Part 1

Read “A Llama’s Odd Job,” which contains words in boldface 
that appear in Units 1–3. Then answer the questions. 

For thousands of years, the llama has 
been a working animal. In fact, in the 
barren, rugged highlands of Peru, this 
unique animal has for centuries proved 
to be a reliable beast of burden, carrying 
heavy packs to lowland markets. 

In just one day, a llama can travel 20 
miles while carrying 50–75 pounds on  
its back. Sometimes hundreds of llamas 
travel together like this. These vegetarians 
eat many different kinds of plants. Llamas 
are related to camels and do not need 
much water to survive, so they are well 
suited to their work in Peru’s mountains. 

About one hundred years ago, the llama 
was brought to the United States. In this 
country, the llama has added to its résumé 
by gaining some unusual work experience, 
so strange in fact that here its “odd job” 
has all but replaced its customary use  
as a pack animal. 

Because of its tendency to work hard, 
eat cheaply, go many miles without water, 
and get along well with people and other 
animals, the llama has proved to be a 
match for many other working animals.  
Yet it is not just in trivial matters, such as 
carrying golf bags (although llamas do 
serve as caddies) or in maintaining hiking 
trails (they do work for the National Park 
Service), that llamas have distinguished 
themselves in this country. In fact, in the 
United States, the llama’s true calling 
seems to be in “predator protection,” 
acting as a kind of fantastic “sheepdog.” 
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1. Which sentence best states the author’s 
purpose in “A Llama’s Odd Job”?
A) The author explains the difference 

between llamas and sheepdogs.
B) The author informs the reader about  

a nontraditional use of llamas.
C) The author persuades the reader  

of the benefits of raising llamas.
D) The author describes the physical 

characteristics of a llama.

2. What does barren (line 3) most  
likely mean?
A) lush
B) unproductive 
C) boring
D) fertile

3. What does the word unique in  
line 4 suggest about the llama?
A) It is distinctive. 
B) It is friendly.
C) It is aggressive.
D) It is commonplace.

4. Part A 
As it is used in this passage, what does  
the word customary (line 20) mean?
A) legal
B) traditional
C) untraditional
D) reliable

Part B 
Which evidence from “A Llama’s Odd Job” 
supports the answer to Part A?
A) “reliable beast of burden, carrying  

heavy packs” (lines 5–6) 
B) “gaining some unusual work  

experience” (line 18)
C) “true calling seems to be in  

‘predator protection’” (lines 33–34)
D) “a natural distaste for coyotes, the 

sheep’s main predator” (lines 41–42)

5. What does the word résumé most  
likely mean as it is used in line 17?
A) story
B) experience
C) work history 
D) qualifications

6. According to the article, what are  
trivial matters?
A) insignificant matters 
B) entertaining matters
C) important matters
D) exceptional matters

7. From paragraphs 1 and 2 (lines 1–14), 
what can you infer is a llama’s usual work?
A) maintaining hiking trails
B) carrying golf bags
C) protecting sheep
D) carrying heavy burdens 

8. Which sentence describes the  
overall structure of lines 36–48?
A) The text provides reasons llamas  

do a job well. 
B) The text compares llamas and sheep.
C) The text contrasts llamas and coyotes.
D) The text describes llamas’ predators.

9. According to the article, what is a  
vicious kick?
A) a swift kick
B) a painful kick 
C) a warning kick
D) a natural kick

10. Why does the author most likely refer  
to an Iowa study in lines 56–60?
A) to explain how many farmers use  

llamas to protect sheep
B) to provide a theory about why  

llamas are good workers
C) to describe how llamas and sheep 

behave together
D) to give a statistic that supports  

other information 
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Vocabulary for 
Comprehension

Part 2

Read this passage, which contains words in boldface that appear in 
Units 1–3. Then choose the best answer to each question based on 
what is stated or implied in the passage. You may refer to the 
passage as often as necessary. 

Questions 1–10 are based on the 
following passage.

In December 1781, the Americans and 
French defeated the British at the Battle 
of Yorktown. This victory forced the 
British to surrender, ending the seemingly 
interminable American Revolution. In 
April 1782, the Continental Congress 
selected five of its constituents to negotiate 
a treaty in Paris. These members were 
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, 
Thomas Jefferson, and Henry Laurens. 
Henry Laurens, however, was captured by 
a British warship and held in the Tower of 
London until the end of the war. Thomas 
Jefferson did not leave the United States  
in time for the negotiations. In order not to 
hinder the process, Laurens and Jefferson 
did not participate in negotiations for the 
Treaty of Paris.

On September 3, 1783, John Adams, 
Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay signed 
the Treaty of Paris with Great Britain. The 
Treaty of Paris was written to formally 
culminate the American Revolution.  
The Treaty of Paris had 10 articles that 
responded to demands that the United 
States had made of Britain. Article 1 of  
the Treaty of Paris recognized the 
independence of the United States from 
the British regime. Article 1 stated: “His 
Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said 
United States … to be free sovereign  
and independent states.” This article also 
asserted that the king “relinquishes all 
claims to the government, propriety, and 
territorial rights of the same and every 
part thereof.” 

Article 2 of the Treaty of Paris ceded 
British control over much of the land 
adjacent to the 13 colonies. This territory 
included all land between the Allegheny 
Mountains in the east and the Mississippi 
River in the west. This expanded U.S. 
territory excluded Canada. By defining 
these boundaries, the Treaty of Paris 
guaranteed American westward expansion. 
Article 2 of the Treaty of Paris also doubled 
the size of the young nation. 

Another provision of the Treaty of Paris 
was to ensure that American fishermen 
had access to fisheries in Canadian 
waters. Article 3 of the Treaty of Paris 
stated: “It is agreed that the people of  
the United States shall continue to enjoy 
unmolested the right to take fish of every 
kind on the Grand Bank and on all the 
other banks of Newfoundland, also in the 
Gulf of Saint Lawrence and at all other 
places in the sea, where the inhabitants  
of both countries used at any time 
heretofore to fish.”

Seven additional articles comprised the 
Treaty of Paris. These articles addressed 
miscellaneous subjects ranging from 
navigating the Mississippi River to 
recompensing debts. The Treaty of Paris 
was an indispensable document in 
American history because it established 
the foundation of the United States.
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1. According to the passage, why was  
the Battle of Yorktown important?
A) The Battle of Yorktown caused  

Henry Laurens’s capture. 
B) The Battle of Yorktown hindered  

treaty negotiations.
C) The Battle of Yorktown was the  

most interminable fight.
D) The Battle of Yorktown ended  

the American Revolution. 

2. As it is used in line 5, the word 
“interminable” means
A) complicated.
B) endless. 
C) strategic.
D) impossible.

3. What is the main idea of paragraph 2  
(lines 19–36)?
A) Article 1 was the most significant  

article in the Treaty of Paris.
B) John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and 

John Jay signed the Treaty of Paris.
C) The Treaty of Paris ended the  

American Revolution and recognized 
America’s independence.

D) Each article in the Treaty of Paris 
responded to demands that the  
United States made of Great Britain. 

4. As it is used in line 23, the word  
“culminate” means
A) to end. 
B) to intensify.
C) to lengthen.
D) to force. 

5. According to the passage, what land  
did Article 2 of the Treaty of Paris grant  
to the United States?
A) The original 13 colonies to the eastern 

border of the Allegheny Mountains
B) The Mississippi River to the west  

and Canada to the north
C) All land between the Allegheny 

Mountains in the east and the 
Mississippi River in the west

D) The Allegheny Mountains to the 
Mississippi River, including Canada

6. Why does the author include lines 52-60?
A) The quotation provides direct evidence 

for the main idea of the paragraph.
B) The quotation reveals the specific fish 

that American fishermen can access.
C) The quotation names specific fisheries  

in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
D) The quotation compares the Grand  

Bank with the banks of Newfoundland.

7. As it is used in line 39, the word  
“adjacent” means
A) next to. 
B) aligned with.
C) equal to.
D) owned by. 

8. According to the author of this  
passage, the Treaty of Paris 
A) caused the British to surrender  

at Yorktown.
B) would have been expedited if  

Laurens and Jefferson had attended.
C) granted land to Canada and the  

United States.
D) was one of the most important 

documents in American history. 

9. As it is used in line 66, the word 
“indispensable” means
A) formally written.
B) absolutely necessary. 
C) selectively enforced. 
D) fairly negotiated. 

10. What is the central idea of this passage?
A) The Battle of Yorktown was the final 

battle of the American Revolution.
B) Articles 1, 2, and 3 in the Treaty of Paris 

were more important than other articles.
C) The Treaty of Paris granted land, 

independence, and rights to the new 
United States. 

D) The Treaty of Paris doubled the size of 
the United States and ensured 
westward expansion.
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V O C A B U L A R Y  L A D D E R V O C A B U L A R Y  L A D D E R 
VOCAB ROCKS
Word 1 ___________________
Synonyms:

Word 2 ___________________
Synonyms:

Here is a sentence with them both:

Word 1 ___________________
Word 2 ___________________ 
Here is a sentence with them both:

Word 1 ___________________
Word 2 ___________________ 
Here is a sentence with them both:

Word 1 ___________________
Word 2 ___________________ 
Here is a sentence with them both:

Word 1 ___________________
Word 2 ___________________ 
Here is a sentence with them both:

I LOVE LEXICON
Word 3 ___________________
Synonyms:

Word 4 ___________________
Synonyms:

Here is a sentence with them both:

Word 3 ___________________
Word 4 ___________________ 
Here is a sentence with them both:

Word 3 ___________________
Word 4 ___________________ 
Here is a sentence with them both:

Word 3 ___________________
Word 4 ___________________ 
Here is a sentence with them both:

WORDS ARE POWER
Word 5 ___________________
Synonyms:

Word 6 ___________________
Synonyms:

Here is a sentence with them both:

Word 5 ___________________
Word 6 ___________________ 
Here is a sentence with them both:

Word 5 ___________________
Word 6 ___________________ 
Here is a sentence with them both:

I’M A WORDSMITH
Word 7 ___________________
Synonyms:

Word 8 ___________________
Synonyms:

Here is a sentence with them both:

Word 7 ___________________
Word 8 ___________________ 
Here is a sentence with them both:

WORD NERD
Word 9 ___________________
Synonyms:

Word 10 ___________________
Synonyms:

Here is a sentence with them both:
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Directions: Choose four vocabulary words that you have a hard time 
remembering or that you can’t seem to use appropriately in writing. On the 
paint chips below, write one of the four vocabulary words on the darkest 
shade (or square) on each paint swatch. Then, using a thesaurus, online 
or in print, choose three challenging words that are similar or have the 
opposite meaning. Write these three words on the other paint colors on the 
swatch. In the white spaces next to the paint colors, write the definition of 
each word and a sentence that uses the word in context. 

SIMILAR OR CONTRASTING WORDS
Activity

Vocabulary
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Movie Review

Instructions
You are a renowned film critic whom has been asked to write a review on an old or new movie 
of your choice. Write a 250-word movie review. Focus on the use of commas in your review. Be 
sure to incorporate a comma based on each of these three comma rules: 1. use a comma to 
set off a dependent clause from an independent clause; 2. use a comma before a coordinating 
conjunction, joining two complete sentences; 3. use a comma, or commas, to set off interrupters. 

Remember, a good movie review should entertain, inform, and provide opinions without giving 
away too much of the plot!

Movie Title: 

Starring: 

Genre: 

Movie Rating:     

Review: 
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