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In January, the latest data was released on
persecution by country. The persecution index
categorizes countries by restricted, hostile, and
open. While a status of “open” does not mean that
there is no persecution, there is generally freedom
to share the Gospel. In the other two categories
Jesus followers regularly suffer for their faith and
are prevented from sharing openly.
Global Teams is called to take the Good News to
those with least access to it, most of whom live in
restricted countries. Of the 33 countries where
Global Teams field partners serve, 23 of those
countries, or 70%, are restricted or hostile and
our brothers and sisters experience suffering for
their faith.
In this issue of the International Update, we share
some of our field partners’ stories of persecution.
Like the accounts in the Book of Acts, sometimes
they are gloriously rescued, while in other
instances the glory comes through the continued
suffering. As you read their stories, please take
some time to pray for them – and for Jesus to be
more fully revealed in and through them to the
people they serve.
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"I have called you here today to give account for these accusations before I decide what to do
with you.” The police chief looked hard at the three summoned house church leaders, waiting
to see their reaction before he continued.
Though flooding, COVID, and then a cyclone had devastated the country, the Kingdom of
God had been advancing dramatically as disciples of Jesus boldly served the needy in their
communities. This naturally opened doors for them to share about the love of God. In the
last few months of 2020, hundreds had professed a saving faith in Jesus, most of them making
the decision as entire families! Such dramatic growth did not go unnoticed by local Muslim
leaders.
Sedition, continued on page 2
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Members of a local Islamic fundamentalist group, listed
in the United Kingdom as a terrorist organization,
visited the area of the country that had experienced
the most growth, stirring up the local imams. About
twenty of them marched to the local mosque where
with megaphones they began denouncing by name the
followers of Jesus present there. They shouted, “These
people are deceiving poor, illiterate Muslims, tricking
them into becoming Christians and speaking against
Islam. We must stop them now or they will take over
the country!”
Afraid for their lives, the believers gathered in small
groups throughout the Mosque courtyard, crying
out to God. God encouraged them from Psalm 46:
"Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."
From that place of trust, they decided to call the police
who, unexpectedly, arrived very quickly. As soon as
the police showed up at the mosque, the instigators
quickly fled. Th e offi cers deta ined the foll owers of
Jesus and questioned them thoroughly. Two days later,
the leaders were summoned to the station.
The police chief continued pointedly, “Why are these
imams and the mosque leaders speaking against you?
Are you trying to convert people to Christianity? Are
you giving them money to convert?
One of the house church leaders spoke up, “Sir, we are
born into Muslim families and are followers of Jesus,
the son of Mary. He is a prophet of Islam and spoken
highly of in the Koran. His teachings attract us and
so we do our best to follow in His footsteps so that
we can know God and come closer to him. Isa alMasih (Jesus the Messiah) revealed the love, mercy
and grace of Allah.”
The chief interrupted them, “This is all very interesting
and I would like to come and listen more to you, but
today I am very busy. Now, tell me about the money
you give to make converts.”
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“Sir, we do not give money and are ourselves too poor
to provide our neighbors with jobs. But, we do try
to help the needy among us by collecting gifts and
providing them food. As you know, the lockdown and
the flood have been very difficult for all of us, but we
followers of Jesus gather together to help the poor,
widows and jobless.”
Once again the chief cut them off. “Yes, I know all
about this. I have investigated and interviewed many
villagers and they all tell of your deeds. This is very
good and I do not see any wrong here. Actually,
I have discovered that the leaders of this riot have
come from outside of our district to cause problem
and I have arrested five of them for inciting violence
and disturbing community harmony. I have nothing
against you. Go now, and if anything happens in the
future, inform me immediately and I will do my duty.”
This account, including the quotes, was provided by a
Global Teams leader in country. He reported this to us
while shouts of praise to God from the believers were
resounding the background! This case is reminiscent
of God’s intervention in Acts 19.

Janar and Saltanat live on opposite
sides of their Central Asian Muslim
country. Though separated by
hundreds of miles, the two women
are both part of God’s family as
followers of Jesus and share a similar
story of suffering for their Savior. In
Muslim contexts, women who follow
Jesus often bear the heaviest and
most severe persecution for their
faith. Already considered second
class citizens, they have few avenues
of recourse within their culture.
Living in the strict Islamic eastern
part of the country, Janar has four
children and is pregnant with her
fifth child. When she came to faith
six years ago, her husband was
adamantly against it. At first, he
would just yell at her, demanding
she deny her new faith in Jesus. But
when she remained faithful, and
joyful, he began beating her and
locking her out of the house. To
cause her further dishonor, he began
openly having relationships with
other women. Finally, at the urging
of fellow Muslim men, he announced
he would divorce Janar since she was
a traitor to the faith and a dishonor
to her husband, even though she was
pregnant with his fifth child. A sister
in the Lord called to console her and
Janar replied, “I count it a privilege to
suffer for Jesus in this way!”
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On the opposite side of the country,
Saltanat lives in a large, more
moderate city. But the opportunities
of the city attract many seeking to
influence the direction of the country,
including a number of radical Islamic
factions. Disillusioned with her life,
Saltanat came to faith through the
vibrant witness of followers of Jesus
from her home area. As she began
living out her faith with her three
young children, her husband Amantai
paid her little attention at first. But
as her faith grew, her husband began
verbally abusing her.
As he more closely associated with a
fundamental Islamic group, Amantai
became more belligerent. He issued
an ultimatum: renounce Jesus or
be disowned. Because she had no
job and no financial resources to
feed their three young children, he
assumed she would return to Islam
and make the mandatory public
apology. But believers prayed with her
and Saltanat found a house cleaning
job. She told her husband she would
not deny the One who saved her
and gave her hope. Infuriated, he
threatened to take the children and
kill her in her sleep. She continued
to pray with other believers for her
husband’s salvation.
In December, a heartbroken Saltanat
informed us that, under his Imam’s
instruction, Amantai had announced
his intention to divorce his wife and
leave his three children. He moved
out of their apartment a couple of
days later. The Apostle Paul suffered
much for the Gospel, but he reminded
Timothy that God rescued him from
all of them (II Timothy 3:10ff). Pray
for these sisters to experience God’s
provision and that the Holy Spirit
would convict these men of their sin
and their need for a sacrificial Savior.

On our blog, we reported that police had illegally entered the home of a believer in Uzbekistan, confiscating
her Bible and charging her with possession of an illegal book. The charges carry a hefty penalty – up to one
year’s salary – or even jail time. Visit our blog for regular news at: www.global-teams.net/blog/
Since reporting this incident, believers around the world have been praying for Gulisa. After the confiscation,
police have “invited” her to the station a number of times to answer to the charges. The police initially
demanded that Gulisa sign a renouncement of her faith. Though frightened, she refused. The police
continued to question and pressure her, hoping to extract a bribe from her. After each interrogation, Gulisa’s
boldness grew.
On her most recent visit to the station, she asked the commander for
her Bible back. When he refused, Gulisa replied, “Then please keep
if for yourself so that you can find life and peace.” Apparently her
boldness in the midst of the current political situation have made the
police hesitant to take further action against her.

A Continuing Story from Kenya

Your Gift Brings Hope

Global Teams International workers are positioned in
many areas where access to the Gospel is restricted or
limited. When you partner with Global Teams, you
empower workers to plant churches, teach language
classes, provide job skills, and build communities... all
with the goal of sharing the love of Christ with those
who have never heard of Him.
Your gift, made online or mailed to the address
below, brings HOPE!

Recently, one of our field partners in Kenya
shared a praise report regarding a woman in
his community. After years of harassing the
local church, the woman suddenly showed
up on Sunday morning and accepted Christ.
"There was no doubt the woman had accepted
Jesus in tears, which I witnessed,
I am sorry
Amazonbut
Smile
to say that this woman has gone back to her
old ways. I am looking for ways to help her."
Even though Kenya is a "reached" and
predominately Christian country, "Folk Islam"
-- a mixture of Islam and animism -- dominates
pockets of the country, including the village
where our field partner lives. Members of
this woman's people group are sometimes
disinherited by their families when they
become followers of Jesus.
Pray for wisdom for our Kenyan leaders in this
area as they live among and disciple believers
from this group and as they distribute Bible
translations in the native dialect.
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