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17 million euros venture capital for fruitcore robotics

fruitcore robotics enables automation with industrial robots for the
masses

Less than two years after their market launch, fruitcore robotics' robotic systems are already
automating several hundred different applications in ten industries. The basis for this corporate
success is the intelligent software and the innovative, high-performance industrial robots. In order
to continue growing internationally, the company has raised 17 million euros in a Series A
financing round. The capital comes from three internationally renowned venture capital firms:
UVC Partners, btov Partners and CNB Capital.

Constance, Oct. 04, 2021 — The biggest hurdles of robot automation so far are the demanding
programming, the resulting high total costs as well as the connection of all components involved in
the automation process. This is where fruitcore robotics comes in. The Constance-based startup
developed HORST (Highly Optimized Robotic Systems Technology), a robotic system that overcomes
these hurdles using intelligent software and innovative mechatronics. The software maps the entire
application via a digital twin. The powerful and inexpensive robot transfers the application 1:1 into
reality.

Advantages through price, simplicity and flexibility

"SMEs need flexible systems with which applications can be realized easily and affordably. In addition
to the robot, this requires above all easy-to-use software and intelligent interfaces," explains Jens
Riegger, CEO of fruitcore robotics. In line with these requirements, the Constance-based startup has
rethought the entire robotic system and achieved several innovations in this field. With HORST, the
deep-tech company has combined the advantages of collaborative and conventional systems: the
performance of industrial robots with the ease of use of cobots and has been able to significantly
reduce costs. Another major advantage for the user comes from the simple and intuitive operation of
the robots, for which no programming knowledge is required. "Complex programming over the
entire life of the robot results in high costs. In contrast, the user saves time and money thanks to the
simple handling and associated flexibility of our robots. Economical automation is possible from as
little as 1 piece and is therefore also practicable for SMEs," says Patrick Heimburger, CFO of fruitcore
robotics. HORST can be used across almost all sectors and industries: for loading and unloading
machines, for stacking, sorting and packaging products, for handling turned, milled and stamped
parts, but also for pick & place applications for small parts.

17 million euros venture capital

New impetus is now provided by the current Series A financing round of 17 million euros, led by the
early-stage venture capital company UVC Partners and supplemented by both the btov Industrial
Technologies Fund and the private investor network of btov Partners as well as CNB Capital
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(Constantia New Business GmbH), a European technology investor with long-term orientation. So far,
fruitcore robotics has been accompanied by a business angel, who will continue to support the
company. "fruitcore robotics has developed the best end-to-end solution in the robotics sector and it
comes from a single source," explains Benjamin Erhart from UVC Partners. Robert Gallenberger of
btov Industrial Technologies Fund adds, "The integrated approach of hardware and software
innovation coupled with the broad benefits for the customer makes fruitcore robotics a highly
interesting investment for us."

fruitcore robotics as a pioneer for smart automation solutions

With the new capital, the deep-tech company plans to expand its European presence and extend its
digital services." A robot alone cannot yet automate an application; it requires an intelligent linking
of various components such as grippers, CNC systems or safety systems. With our software, we
network these components more strongly than has been common in the industry to date, thereby
making the entire application intuitively operable, digital, and even affordable," says Jens Riegger.
And he continues: "We have already taken the first step in this direction with the launch of our loT
platform horstCOSMOS.com." Today, fruitcore's systems already provide control of the entire robotic
environment, seamlessly integrating the physical application onto a digital platform. In the future,
extensions to the software and online platform will make numerous applications automatable via

plug & play.

From research to robot

The five founders of fruitcore robotics, Jens Riegger, Patrick Heimburger, Tim Schmied|, Manuel Frey
and Tobias Kuentzle, are convinced that the HORST technology has the potential to make robotics
accessible to a broad mass of people. fruitcore robotics originates from a spin-off of the HTWG
Konstanz (Hochschule Konstanz Technik Wirtschaft und Gestaltung). After research work by Jens
Riegger and Manuel Frey in the robotics field, the first HORST prototypes were produced in 2016.
The team received the EXIST-Griinderstipendium for high startup projects, a startup funding from
the federal government and the EU, and founded fruitcore robotics GmbH in May 2017. Since then,
the company has grown to more than 80 employees and two locations. In addition to the
headquarters in Constance, a production site in Villingen-Schwenningen was opened in May 2020.
fruitcore robotics develops and produces the HORST robot systems in Germany. The portfolio
includes three robot models with reaches of 600, 900 and 1400 millimeters and payloads between 3
and 12 kilograms. Several hundred robots are already in use at customers from a wide range of
industries in Europe.
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Meta-Title: fruitcore robotics secures financing of EUR 17 million

Meta-Description: fruitcore robotics enables automation for the masses with its powerful and easy-to-use
industrial robots. The fresh capital is expected to bring a new growth spurt.

Keywords: fruitcore robotics; Industrial Robot HORST; Automation; Innovation, simple, fast, no programming
knowledge; intelligent Software; UVC Partners; btov Partners; CNB Capital; Venture Capital

Social Media: Less than two years after their market launch, fruitcore robotics' robotic systems are already
automating several hundred different applications in ten industries. The basis for this corporate success is the
intelligent software and the innovative, high-performance industrial robots. In order to continue growing
internationally, the company has raised 17 million euros in a Series A financing round. The capital comes from
three internationally renowned venture capital firms: UVC Partners, btov Partners and CNB Capital.

Captions:

Image 1: fruitcore robotics develops robot systems with HORST that enable automation for the
masses. The portfolio currently includes three robot models with reaches of 600, 900 and 1400
millimeters and payloads between 3 and 12 kilograms.

Image 2: fruitcore Managing Directors Jens Riegger (left) and Patrick Heimburger: "We wanted to
develop a robot system that would make it easier for companies of all sizes and in all industries to
get started with automation."
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Image 3: The fruitcore founders (from left): Jens Riegger, Tim Schmiedl, Tobias Kuentzle, Manuel Frey
and Patrick Heimburger.

Images: fruitcore robotics GmbH

About fruitcore robotics

Constance-based fruitcore robotics GmbH specializes in the development, production and marketing
of technically outstanding and easy-to-use robot systems. The deep-tech company focuses on making
automation with industrial robots possible for the masses. The modular portfolio includes the HORST
industrial robot, the intuitive horstFX software, the horstCOSMOS.com loT platform and intelligent
camera recognition features. The robot systems are Made in Germany, from the hardware to the
software. In addition to the robot systems, the company also offers ready-made solutions and
software packages with which complete applications can be implemented via plug & play.

fruitcore robotics was founded in 2017 and employs more than 80 people. In addition to its
headquarters in Constance on Lake Constance, the company has another production site in Villingen-
Schwenningen. The deep-tech company has received several awards, including the Best of Industry
Award from MM Maschinenmarkt magazine in the Robotics category (2020), the special prize from
the Mittelstandische Beteiligungsgesellschaft Baden-Wirttemberg (MBG) awarded as part of the
Innovationspreis Baden-Wirttemberg 2020, and the German Innovation Award 2021 ("Winner" in
the category Excellence in Business to Business - Machines & Engineering).

About UVC Partners

UVC Partners is an early-stage venture capital firm that invests specifically in technology-based
startups in the Industrial Technologies, Enterprise Software and Mobility sectors. With over 70 years
of venture experience and over 100 B2B transactions, the Munich and Berlin-based venture capital
firm supports early-stage B2B tech startups in Europe. By partnering with Unternehmertum, Europe's
largest platform for tech startups affiliated with the Technical University of Munich, UVC Partners is
able to offer unique services to accelerate the growth of tech startups.

For more information visit www.uvcpartners.com

About btov Partners

btov Partners, founded in 2000, is a European venture capital firm focused on digital and industrial
technologies. With offices in Berlin, Munich, St. Gallen and Luxembourg, the firm manages capital of
over €500 million. btov's network of entrepreneurial private investors consisting of over 250
experienced entrepreneurs and executives provides unique expertise and access to non-obvious
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investment themes and founders. The btov Industrial Technologies Fund focuses on hardware and
software innovations with industrial use cases such as automation, robotics, data analytics, industrial
Al, additive manufacturing, semiconductors, photonics and quantum computing.

For more information visit www.btov.vc

About CNB Capital

CNB Capital (Constantia New Business GmbH) is an early-stage investor focusing on high-tech B2B
product companies with first customer access. The experienced team supports founding teams
especially in the areas of sales and marketing or business development. CNB Capital focuses on
technologies with a strong unique selling proposition and good scaling potential - also in niches and
has a long-term perspective for building companies enabled by an evergreen setup.

For more information visit www.cnb.capital

Contact

fruitcore robotics GmbH

Sylvie Rest

PR & Communication Manager
Macairestralle 3

D-78467 Konstanz

Tel: +49 7531 94599 43

Mobil: +49 172 7565 855
E-Mail: sylvie.rest@fruitcore.de
www.fruitcore-robotics.com
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