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I/ Death

A. The last enemy

[24] Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after
destroying every rule and every authority and power. [25] For he must reign until he has
put all his enemies under his feet. [26] The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

(1 Corinthians 15:24-26)

B. The fear of death

[14] Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of
the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, [15] and deliver all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery. (Hebrews 2:14-15)

C. Grieving with hope

[2] Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. (Acts 8:2)

[13] But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep,
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. (1 Thessalonians 4:13)
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II/ The Intermediate State

[19] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. [20] And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with
sores, [21] who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the
dogs came and licked his sores. [22] The poor man died and was carried by the angels to
Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, [23] and in Hades, being in torment, he
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. [24] And he called out,
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and
cool my tongue, for | am in anguish in this flame.” [25] But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that
you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now
he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. [26] And besides all this, between us and you a
great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be
able, and none may cross from there to us.” [27] And he said, ‘Then | beg you, father, to send
him to my father's house—[28] for | have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they
also come into this place of torment.” [29] But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the
Prophets; let them hear them.’ [30] And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.’ [31] He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the
Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.”” (Luke 16:19—
31)
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[39] One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save
yourself and us!” [40] But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation? [41] And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the
due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” [42] And he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” [43] And he said to him, “Truly, | say to you,
today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:39—-43)

[1] For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For in this tent we groan, longing
to put on our heavenly dwelling, [3] if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. [4]
For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed,
but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. [5]
He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
[6] So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are
away from the Lord, [7] for we walk by faith, not by sight. [8] Yes, we are of good courage, and
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. [9] So whether we are at
home or away, we make it our aim to please him. [10] For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the
body, whether good or evil. (2 Corinthians 5:1-10)

[21] For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. [22] If | am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me. Yet which | shall choose | cannot tell. [23] | am hard pressed between the
two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. [24] But to remain in the
flesh is more necessary on your account. (Philippians 1:21-24)

[9] When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain
for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. [10] They cried out with a loud voice,
“O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on
those who dwell on the earth?” [11] Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a
little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete,
who were to be killed as they themselves had been. (Revelation 6:9-11)
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I1I/ The Rapture and the Resurrection

[42] So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is
imperishable. [43] It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised
in power. [44] It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. . . .[50] | tell you this,
brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit
the imperishable. [51] Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, [52] in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. [53] For this
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.
(1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 50-53)

[14] For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have fallen asleep. [15] For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord,
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who
have fallen asleep. [16] For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. [17] Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. [18]
Therefore encourage one another with these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18)
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[14] ... worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written
in the Prophets, [15] having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will
be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. (Acts 24:14-15)

[28] Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his
voice [29] and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who
have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (John 5:28-29)

IV/ The Final Judgment and Hell

[31] It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 10:31)

[28] And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can
destroy both soul and body in hell. (Matthew 10:28)
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[31] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
his glorious throne. [32] Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. [33] And he will place the
sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. [34] Then the King will say to those on his right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world. [35] For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave
me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, [36] | was naked and you clothed me, | was
sick and you visited me, | was in prison and you came to me.’ [37] Then the righteous will
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? [38] And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?
[39] And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ [40] And the King will answer
them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to

’

me.

[41] “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. [42] For | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was
thirsty and you gave me no drink, [43] | was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ [44] Then they also will
answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not minister to you?’ [45] Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, | say to you,
as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ [46] And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (Matthew 25:31-46)

[10] ...and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where
the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and
ever. [11] Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. [12] And | saw the dead, great and
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened,
which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books,
according to what they had done. [13] And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according
to what they had done. [14] Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death, the lake of fire. [15] And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:10-15)
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V/ The New Heaven and the New Earth

[1] Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. [2] And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And | heard a
loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. [4] He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
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[5] And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am making all things new.” Also he
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” [6] And he said to me, “It is
done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty | will give from
the spring of the water of life without payment. [7] The one who conquers will have this
heritage, and | will be his God and he will be my son. [8] But as for the cowardly, the faithless,
the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their
portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

[9] Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues
and spoke to me, saying, “Come, | will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” [10] And he
carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem
coming down out of heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare
jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. [12] It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the
gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were
inscribed—[13] on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and
on the west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them
were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

[15] And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its
gates and walls. [16] The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured
the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. [17] He also
measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement.
[18] The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. [19] The
foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper,
the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, [20] the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian,
the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh
jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. [21] And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates
made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

[22] And | saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.
[23] And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light,
and its lamp is the Lamb. [24] By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will
bring their glory into it, [25] and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night
there. [26] They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. [27] But nothing
unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who
are written in the Lamb's book of life. (Revelation 21:1-27)
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VI/ What Will You Do With Your Dash?

“If sinners will be damned, at least let them leap to hell over our bodies. And if they will perish,
let them perish with our arms about their knees, imploring them to stay. If hell must be filled, at
least let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go there unwarned or
unprayed for.” —Charles Spurgeon

“The world into which we shall enter in the Parousia of Jesus Christ is therefore not another
world; it is this world, this heaven, this earth; both, however, passed away and renewed. It is
these forests, these fields, these cities, these streets, these people, that will be the scene of
redemption. At present they are battlefields, full of the strife and sorrow of the not-yet-
accomplished consummation; then they will be fields of victory, fields of harvest, where out of
seed that was sown with tears the everlasting sheaves will be reaped and brought home."
—Edward Thurneysen

WHAT ABOUT...? PAGE 40



