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I/ Introduction

A. Personal history

B. Church history
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Il/ Foundational Assumptions (Beliefs)

A. The sacraments

B. Covenant theology

Christ: the covenant of
New

consummation (Jeremiah 31,
Covenant

Luke 22)

David: the covenant of the kingdom
(2 Samuel 7, 1 Chronicles 17)

Moses: the covenant of law (Exodus 19-24, Covenant of
Deuteronomy 5) Grace

old
Covenant Abraham: the covenant of promise (Genesis 12,15,

17)

Noah: the covenant of preservation (Genesis 6-9)

Adam: the covenant of commencement (Genesis 1-3) Covenant of
Works/Creation

Covenant of Redemption

*Adapted from O. Palmer Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants. Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company: Phillipsburg, New Jersey, 1980
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C. The visible/invisible church

D. The role of faith

E. Grace alone
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Ill/ Tracing the Biblical Story

Noah

Abraham

The Israelites

John the Baptist

Jesus

The Apostles
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IV/ Questions and Answers

» Who should be baptized?

» How should they be baptized?

» Can you be baptized more than once?
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» What about a baby dedication?

» How is our baptism to be improved by us?

“The needful but much neglected duty of improving our baptism, is to be performed
by us all our life long, especially in the time of temptation, and when we are present
at the administration of it to others; by serious and thankful consideration of the
nature of it, and of the ends for which Christ instituted it, the privileges and benefits
conferred and sealed thereby, and our solemn vow made therein; by being humbled
for our sinful defilement, our falling short of, and walking contrary to, the grace of
baptism, and our engagements; by growing up to assurance of pardon of sin, and of
all other blessings sealed to us in that sacrament; by drawing strength from the
death and resurrection of Christ, into whom we are baptized, for the mortifying of
sin, and quickening of grace; and by endeavoring to live by faith, to have our
conversation in holiness and righteousness, as those that have therein given up their
names to Christ; and to walk in brotherly love, as being baptized by the same Spirit
into one body.” —Westminster Larger Catechism 167
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