
Pixel Tower

Imagine standing on the observation deck at the rooftop of Pixel Tower, a one-of-a-kind 
building in the heart of Silicon Valley. You are at the center of where the future is being forged. 
From here you can see far and wide, to the distant foothills and the glitter of San Francisco 
Bay, where planes land and take off from the international airport, rising above the Bay Area’s 
high tech hub. You can look over the valley and wonder what kind of tomorrow is emerging 
from this fertile soil of innovation, letting your imagination soar along.

A pixel is the basic unit of a digital image. Pixel Tower is a tribute to the ingenuity of Silicon 
Valley technological innovation. This is a simple yet transformative design for a multi-purpose 
building that both serves and celebrates its community.

From a distance its silhouette appears a-tectonic, with five cubes stacked asymmetrically, 
creating a stunning composition. The building’s surface is clad with a combination of clear, 
opaque and reflective glazing panels in a seemingly random pattern, forming what appears to 
be oversized pixels. 

Located at the East Side parcel, near the intersection of West St. John’s Street and Highway 87, 
the structure emerges from existing open space allowing access to a collection of public uses, 
including visitor center, coffee shops and restaurants, retail and art galleries. Ground level of 
the building opens up and integrates the enhanced public park, providing indoor-outdoor spaces 
for visitor orientation, interpretation, community gatherings and events. 

The mirror surface of the structure reflects its natural surroundings, letting the landscape 
features “dissolve” in the building. The small 40’ x 40’ footprint ensures minimal impact on 
environment, and the opaque cladding is photovoltaic panels that harvest solar energy, resulting 
in net-zero energy use. At night magical lighting effects draw locals and visitors to this iconic 
sculptural representation of Silicon Valley, paying homage to the San Jose Electric Light Tower 
that once illuminated the ever-evolving city. 

Pixel Tower offers:

• Multi-purpose building: cafes, galleries, visitor center
• Distinctive building form
• Contrasting exterior panels as innovative “working” cladding
• Rooftop observation deck
• Small building footprint minimizes environmental impacts
• Net zero energy approach: 50% of surface area are solar panels
• Integration with open space to celebrate community engagement and humanity
• Multi-functional lighting options – building as a “lantern”


