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The story of Silicon Valley is one of technological in-
novation. The development of silicon-based transis-
tors and the microprocessor, the discovery of in-
creasingly e�cient photovoltaics, and the rapid 
evolution of the internet - the Santa Clara Valley has 
become a global hub of technology. 

The design proposed here, itself a working piece of 
technology, acts as a tribute to this history. Much 
like the monoliths that allowed ancient people to 
track the passage of time, this monumental sundial 
traces the path of the sun. During the day, the 
shadow of this structure marks the hour on the 
plaza below while photovoltaic panels embedded 
in the plaza �oor capture the sun’s energy. This 
energy is then used to illuminate the corresponding 
hour during the evening.

The monument is located on Arena Green West. A 
semi-circular plaza acts as the dial plate on which 
the hour is marked. This plaza becomes an outdoor 
gathering space, interspersed with small lawns and 
pools. The 200’ tower is visible not only by those ex-
ploring the park and the city, but also by drivers on 
the Interstate.  Clad in stainless steel, it rests on a sin-
gle-story plinth which contains a café, souvenir 
shop, art gallery, and elevator lobby. The elevator af-
fords visitors a ride to the top of the tower and a 
grand view north toward San Francisco Bay. 0 16’8’
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Time is marked by 
the tower’s shadow. 

Photovoltaic panels embedded 
in the concrete provide power 
to illuminate  the hour marks 
during the evening.
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A sundial consists of a gnomon which casts a shadow onto a dial that is marked 
with the hours of the day. As the Sun moves across the sky, the gnomon’s shadow 
aligns with di�erent hour lines.

I sit beside the �re and think
Of people long ago

And people that will see a world
That I shall never know.

- J.R.R. Tolkien
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STAINLESS STEEL CLADDING
The grade 304 stainless will have a 
#3 �nish, allowing for a subtle glow 
without any aggressive re�ections. 

OBSERVATION LEVEL
The elevator will carry passengers to this level, 

a�ording views north to San Francisco Bay .
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