
“The Caterpillar” celebrates the everchanging culture and innovative spirit of Silicon Valley. 

This landmark is the “gateway to the future” as a symbol of change, creativity, and innovation. The 

design evokes this by creating an everchanging experience that varies depending on the perspective and 

angle it is seen from. The structure stands at 200 feet tall and spans from east to west of the site over 

the Guadalupe River, respecting the existing nature of the park and the riparian corridor. On the West 

side of the site, as you walk from the corner of Santa Clara Street and Autumn Street, you will be 

welcomed by a large plaza that leads you to one of the two pavilions of the icon. The icon’s two 

pavilions sit on its two ends, where visitors can purchase tickets and experience a gondola ride and 

experience panoramic views of the city and beyond. This iconic landmark anchors on both ends of the 

site creating an active place to be enjoyed day and night. 

Its design embraces sustainability at its highest level giving Silicon Valley a Net Zero icon. The structure is 

envisioned to support the 2030 Challenge of a carbon-neutral built environment by reducing the overall 

energy consumption through the use of passive design strategies while using an integrated photovoltaic 

array on the top surface to harness energy to store and use on-site. Through the use of environmental 

and building simulation tools, we can analyze the amount of solar radiation that would fall on the solar 

panel array surface and calculate that it would produce an amount of XX KWh of energy per year. 

“The Caterpillar” aims to create a unique urban identity for Silicon Valley by reflecting the ingenuity of 

the region as a global center of innovation and technology, and becoming the next international icon! 


