
LOS GATOS CREEK GUADALUPE RIVER

S P A R K

LINE OF LIGHT CELEBRATES THE GENIUS LOCI: WHERE SKY, LAND, CITY, AND WATER COME TOGETHER

Nearly 250 years ago early residents relied upon 
the Rio Guadalupe for everyday livelihood, to fish, 
irrigate farmland, power mills, and for transportation. 
The River ebbed, flowed, flooded, and provided 
exquisite habitat. As San José urbanized the 
floodplain, the Guadalupe River was channelized 
and the River Park was a bold effort to recreate 
a connection to its pre-urbanized past. But with 
much of the City’s energy downtown, and limited 
programming, the Park struggles to attract visitors.
 
SPARK is the park within the Park – a new 
community destination, anchored by experiential art 
piece Line of Light, that reignites the River’s history 
and showcases one of San José’s most significant 
natural features: the confluence of Los Gatos 
Creek and the Guadalupe River. The new design 
reenergizes portions of the River Park that are 
currently underutilized and creates a new landmark 
activity node for vibrant daily programming to serve 
The Alameda, Diridon, downtown, and beyond. A 
typical daily calendar might include fitness classes, 
children’s activities and events for seniors, readings, 
musical performances, and more.

At the heart of SPARK is Line of Light – a celebration 
of the genius loci: a place where sky, land, city, and 
water come together. Formally derived from the 
three-pronged faceted extrusion of the merger of 
two waterways, the sculpture’s vertical composition 
of line, color, and reflection is always in a state of 
flux – never to be seen the same way twice. By day, 
the sky and surrounding park are collaged across 
its surface. At night, color floats unhinged from 
gravity or armature, pulling the sunset downward 
and tinting distant views. At dawn and dusk, the 
sky merges with linear gradients producing mirrors 
of pure color. 

LOS GATOS CREEK

GUADALUPE RIVER
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filter air, control storm water, and 
provide animal habitat and shade

grasses, willows, strands of 
cottonwood trees & box elder

sensitive willow riparian forest and 
scrub habitat to be protected

grasses, willows, strands of 
cottonwood trees & box elder

treat stormwater, remove debris/
pollution, and recharge groundwater

native grasses with grove of 
specimen trees

successional forest to mitigate noise 
pollution and provide habitat

morning (dawn) | jogger sunset | mirror evening | event in the park

view from  play area looking towards river

Conceived during unprecedented times, SPARK embraces 
a model for community resilience with a goal to create a 
place where something is always happening and everyone 
is welcome. As San José/Silicon Valley continue to redefine 
innovation in our world, SPARK celebrates the timelessness 
of human connection to each other and nature.

The design inserts a series of boardwalks leading visitors on 
a journey to connect with the River ecology and experience 
nature amidst park program elements that are flexible 
and appropriately-sized such as playgrounds, flex lawn, 
performance venues, picnic shelters, walking and biking 
paths, restrooms, and food/beverage. Along the freeway 
a large landform built with dirt from surrounding future 
constructions buffers the vehicular noise and offers new 
vistas of the Santa Cruz Mountains.

The park will be designed with a deep sense of sustainability 
and resiliency in mind. The large landform  will be built 
with dirt collected from the surrounding future construction 
sites and the art piece literally  powered by the park itself 
- from the children’s play features to exercise stations and 
from the river; all aspects of the park will help electrify 
the tower at night time. The on site cafe also will help 
create a financially sustainable park in the long term by 
generating revenue to be used for the maintenance of 
the park. 

1. THE BEACH
2. PLAY
3. REMEMBER
4. GATHER
5. CONFLUENCE POINT
6. CAFE
7. ART COVE
8. FOREST TRAIL
9. EXISTING BIKE PATH
10. CULVERT TERRACE
11. RIVER TERRACE
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