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CIRCUIT BRIDGE CPU PLAZA

The CPU represents the meritocracy of ideas 
found in San José’s diverse inhabitants. 
The design plays on the idea of shrinking 
down to computer scale and imagining one-
self flowing as data. The welcoming design 
will draw people in to exercise or ride 
bicycles on the Circuit Bridge. 
The “Command Shell” is a sea shell shaped 
support surrounding the bridge and is a 
physical manifestation of a computer’s 
“command shell”. Its triangular shape 
matches the confluence point of the riv-
ers, drawing eyes to the sky to admire its 
form.
The CPU Plaza showcases “Golden Pins” used 
as a community gathering spot. 

Lighting with kinetic sources 
& time managed controls proj-
ect downwards onto walkways 
to prevent impact on migratory 
birds.

Transparent photo-
voltaic (PV) glass is 
applied to the surface
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The angle of the 
shell and CPU 
follows the flow 
of the river

The Command 
Shell uses the 
triangle shape 
to match the 
confluence point 
of the rivers, 
raising the shape 
to the sky for 
everyone to ad-
mire and enjoy

elevators / 
staircases

196 ft to 
the top of 
the entire 
structure
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