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STRUCTURE COMPONENTS

Immersive structures are situated within the park and amplify natural phenomena as another means of making HYPER the
park’s Natures. The six microclimatic experiences amplify: (1) Sound: A room of silence pronounces the noise outside; (2)
Temperature: A fine mist of water emitted by cooling towers will cool air, which will drop to lower levels on hot days; (3)
Light: With water droplets, rays of light are made more visible in dark spaces; (4) Smog: Using titanium dioxide, this smog
eating surface will remove toxic NO2 from the air and will self-clean with UV light and rain; (5) Mist: Low lying fog will
simulate the sensation of being in a forest at dawn and dusk; (6) Wind: Surface forms that follow Bernoulli’s Principle increase
air velocity to exaggerate breeze and air movement.

RING COMPONENTS
Not only does the large ring surround the tremendous forest, pedestrians visiting the open air ring can participate in a wide
range of experiences in its quarter mile loop - aimed at bringing new meaning to nature as spectacle. Each ring ramps slightly
to establish an upper level for open-air observation and a lower level for controlled experiences that require partial enclosure.
The structure allows spectators to view the forest while moving continuously on the four interlocking rings in and out of
motion-driven experiences (dobbler effect, zoetropic lighting, wind tunnels and humidity chambers). Visitors can enter and
exit the ring at four locations that reach out to the landscape and other parts of the park.
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PROJECT NARRATIVE
In Hypernatures, Nature is monumentalized. Rather than a designed object or built icon, Hypernatures amplifies that which is often set in
contrast to Technology. The scheme introduces as its primary move a monumental redwood forest – emblematic of its region – put on
display by an interactive circulatory structure that brings people into close contact with the lower canopy while offering views of the city
beyond. The ringed forest, made luminescent by sensitive night-lighting, is the icon that can be seen from near and far. The two other
primary elements of the scheme, which are intimately discovered and experienced within the park, are what are being called: Amplified
Ecologies and Amplified Atmospheres.
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Amplified Ecologies: The park is made up of three plant communities – (1) the Coast Redwood forest (Sequoia sempervirens) and its
companion plants situated in the RING; (2) the existing (and enhanced) Willow Riparian Forest + Scrub along the RIVER; (3) the Urban Oak
Woodland + Savanna within the PARK. Each provides critical habitat and sequesters significant amounts of carbon.
Amplified Atmospheres: Immersive built experiences are situated within the park and amplify natural phenomena as another means of
making HYPER the park’s Natures. Each experience – a kind of folly – uses zero-energy strategies to heighten awareness of intangible
natures – light, sound, wind, moisture, temperature.
Designed by an architect, landscape architect, structural engineer, climate engineer, and media artist, the Hypernatures landmark park
monumentalizes Nature without Othering it – recognizing it as a fundamental source of awe and inspiration, and as critical to our survival.
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WILDLIFE
Black-Tailed Deer
(Odocoileus hemionus
columbianus)

Steller’s Jay
(Cyanocitta stelleri)

Northern Spotted Owl
(Strix occidentalis)

Monarch Butterfly
(Danaus plexippus)

Pine marten
(Martes americana)

Red-bellied newt
(Taricha rivularis)

Marbled murrelet
(Brachyramphus marmoratus)

Pacific fisher
(Martes pennanti)

Pacific Giant Salamander
(Dicamptodon ensatus)

Pacific lamprey
(Lampetra tridentata)

Monterey roach (Lavinia
symmetricus subditus)

Banana Slug
(Ariolimax columbianus)

Purple martin
(Progne subis)

Coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia)
Valley oak (Quercus lobata)
California black oak (Quercus kelloggii)
Interior live oak (Quercus wislizeni)
Oregon white oak (Quercus garryana)
Blue oak (Quercus douglasii)
Buckeye (Aesculus californica)
Madrone (Arbutus menziesii)
Manzanita (Arctostaphylos spp.)
Wild cherry (Prunus ilicifolia)
California bay laurel (Umbellularia californica)

Park: The “park” is planted as an Oak Woodland and Savanna as part of the effort to “Re-Oak
Silicon Valley” (an effort by Resilient Silicon Valley, funded by Google’s Ecology Program). The oak
is critical to the region’s indigenous, colonial and ecological histories. The predominant Valley
Oaks were eventually cut down for agriculture but remain the region’s most iconic trees.

FOREST INTERIOR

WILDLIFE
Bank swallow
(Riparia riparia)

Saltmarsh common yellowthroat
(Geothlypis trichas sinuosa)

Central Valley Fall-Run Chinook salmon
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha)

Yellow-billed magpie
(Pica nutalli)

California tiger salamander
(Geothlypis trichas sinuosa)

Western pond turtle
(Actinemys marmorata)

Northern Spotted Owl
(Strix occidentalis)

Northern Flicker
(Colaptes auratus)

Sonoma Chipmunk
(Eutamis sonoma)

California red-legged frog
(Rana draytonii)

Central California Coast (CCC) steelhead
(Oncorhynchus mykiss)

Acorn woodpecker
(Melanerpes formicivorus)

Townsend’s big-eared bat
(Corynorhinus townsendii)

Red-shouldered hawk (Buteo lineatus)

Sonoma Chipmunk
(Eutamis sonoma)
Gray Fox (Urocyon
cinereoargenteus)

Convergent Lady Bug
(Hippodamia convergens)

Bell’s vireo
(Vireo bellii pusillus)

Ring: Coast Redwood forests are essential to the regional identity of Santa Clara Valley, populating the Santa Cruz Mountains to the west and south, where both the Guadalupe River and Los
Gatos Creek originate. Redwood habitats support diverse regional wildlife which would be brought
into the city as part of the spectacle of the introduced forest. Redwoods can be transplanted quite
large and are fast-growing – thus maturing for the developing city to witness through time.
River: The Willow Riparian Forest and Scrub habitat that is present along the river corridor will
be preserved and enhanced to encourage the breeding and foraging opportunities created by a
healthy tree, shrub and herbaceous layer. While the paths enter into the riparian setback, this is
intended to provide park visitors the opportunity to experience this unique habitat.

PLANTS

Black willow (Salix gooddingii)
Red willow (Salix laevigata)
Arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis)
Narrowleaf willow (Salix exigua)
Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii)
White alder (Alnus rhombifolia)
California sycamore (Platanus racemosa)
Coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia)
Bigleaf maple (Acer macrophyllum)
California grape (Vitis californica)
California bay (Umbellularia californica)

WILDLIFE
Anna's Hummingbird
(Calypte anna)

OAK WOODLAND+SAVANNA

PLANTS

Coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens)
Wild Ginger (Asarum caudatum)
California lilac (Ceanothus spp.)
Pacific Bleeding Heart (Dicentra formosa)
California Coffeeberry (Frangula californica)
Alumroot (Heuchera micrantha)
Oceanspray (Holodiscus discolor)
Tanoak (Notholithocarpus densiflorus)
Gooseberries (Ribes species)
Fringecups (Tellima grandiflora)
Huckleberry (Vaccinum spp.)

Northern Goshawk
(Accipiter gentilis)

THREE PLANT COMMUNITIES

Gray Fox (Urocyon
cinereoargenteus)

California ground squirrels
(Otospermophilus beecheyi)

Bell’s vireo
(Vireo bellii pusillus)
Hooded Oriole
(Icterus cucullatus)

Scrub jay
(Aphelocoma californica)
Wood duck
(Aix sponsa)

California ground squirrel
(Otospermophilus beecheyi)

Desert Cottontail
(Sylvilagus audubonii)

Mountain quail (Oreortyx pictus)
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