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los gatos creek 
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freeway
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The Stack is a deceptively simple tower 
situated at the southwest corner of 
Arena Green in San Jose, the heart 
of Silicon Valley. It rises 14 stories, 
matching the atomic number of Silicon. 
It is a rewarding place where residents 
and visitors can climb up to view the 
city’s changing landscape through 
garage-scale operable photovoltaic 
panels during the day. Energy generated 
illuminates efficient aeroponic gardens 
that recall San Jose’s agricultural 
heritage. At night, The Stack’s doors close 
off, resulting in refined silhouette, and 
the structure evolves into an illuminated 
beacon of kinetic light paying homage 
to the city’s original icon. 

1. sap center
2. tot lot & playground
3.  th children’s carousel
4.  five skaters
5. sons of san jose memorial park
6. “the stack”
7. shared street
8. extended program
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SAP CENTER1.

1. SAP CENTER
2. TOT LOT & PLAYGROUND (CAN  BE RELOCATED)
3. THE CHILDREN'S CAROUSEL (CAN BE RELOCATED)
4. FIVE SKATERS (CANNOT BE MOVED OR ALTERED)
5. SONS OF SAN JOSE MEMORIAL PARK
6. “THE STACK”
7.  SHARED STREET
8. EXTENDED PROGRAM

2.

3.

4.

8.

5.

6.

7.

25’
N

50’ 100’ 500’

fifl

�

��
��
�
��
�
fl
��

�
��

��

��
��
�
fi
fi�
fi�

�
��

��
��
��
�

�
��
��

fi
fl�
fifl
��
fi�
��

�����������������

�������

���������

�����

���

������
����

���

�������

���������

��
��

��
�
��

��
��
��

��
fi�
�
�
��

��
�

��
��
�

��
��
��
��
�
�

��
�
��

��
�
fi
fifi
�

��
��

��
�
��
��
��

�������������

�������

������

NO
D

ES
CR

IP
TI

O
N

DA
TE

1/64" = 1'-0"1 Site Presentation

LO
S G

ATO
S C

REEK

GUADALUPE RIVER

SANTA CLARA STREET.

WEST ST JOHN STREET

N
 AU

TU
M

N
 STR

EET

H
IG

H
W

AY 87

SAP CENTER1.

1. SAP CENTER
2. TOT LOT & PLAYGROUND (CAN  BE RELOCATED)
3. THE CHILDREN'S CAROUSEL (CAN BE RELOCATED)
4. FIVE SKATERS (CANNOT BE MOVED OR ALTERED)
5. SONS OF SAN JOSE MEMORIAL PARK
6. “THE STACK”
7.  SHARED STREET
8. EXTENDED PROGRAM
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San Jose is a city defined by its airport. the 
downtown area’s close proximity to the air-
port puts the skyline squarely within flight 
path, which results in the city’s famously low-
rise skyline. the stack’s doors & entry stair-
case are a subtle nod to the city’s close rela-
tionship with aviation.
#thestack

The stack’s open doors appear similar to the 
layered eaves of pagoda?! Japanese pagodas 
dedicate one level to each of the five ele-
ments (earth, water, fire, wind, and void). the 
stack dedicates each of its 14 levels to the 
number of protons found in the nucleus of a 
silicon atom. just as the pagoda is an evolution 
of the stupa, the stack is an evolution of these 
ancient monuments.
#thestack

the “stack” is a foundational principal in com-
puting with various meanings. it is an abstract 
data structure made up of homogeneous ele-
ments, based on the principle of last in first 
out, as related to regions of memory. there is 
also the “call stack” which shares information 
about subroutines of a computer program. and 
there are even protocol and hardware stacks 
as well. it is no wonder that the monument for 
silicon valley is a stack!
#thestack

The San Francisco bay area is the thriving mec-
ca that it is today due to the California gold 
rush of nineteenth century. Gold was commonly 
mined and collected at waterways. This is why 
at the confluence of the Guadalupe river & Los 
Gatos creek we have a stack of gold bars!
#thestack

san jose’s first civic settlement was a Span-
ish farming community. up until WWII, agriculture 
was the predominate industry through Spanish 
colonial, Mexican, and American periods. while 
the tech industry has given the city interna-
tional exposure, Chicano heritage remains a 
strong cultural foundation. the stack subtly 
embraces agricultural beginnings in its core. 
vertical aeroponic gardens within the stack 
subtly embrace agricultural beginnings, while 
also embracing technological innovation in 
effort to conserve precious water. 
#thestack

the stack is essentially a stack of garages. as 
legend has it, the birthplace of silicon valley 
is the hp (Hewlett-Packard) garage. throughout 
the 20th century many start-ups in California 
were founded in these humble spaces. garages 
are interfaces between the home & community, 
the stack acts as an interface between silicon 
valley & the world.
#thestack

#stackofgarages

#stackcomputing #goldrush #chicanoroots

#aviation #pagodaconnections

THE STACK


