
WEFTS AND WARPS
Urban Confluence Silicon Valley

Wefts and Warps takes its formal inspiration from the art 
of basketry, an important art form for Native Americans. 
In the art of basket weaving, wefts and warps are the hor-
izontal and vertical lines on a basket by which this proj-
ect takes its name. With its spiraling ascending paths, the 
project connects today’s innovation and technology in 
engineering, with the people, culture, and history of San 
Jose, thus creating an important connection between the 
park’s past and present. 

At the base the project takes inspiration from the local 
topography-- sites such as the Alumn Rock hills, and 
Coyote creek trails-- occupiable hills allow visitors to sit 
beneath the shade of the spiraling structures and enjoy 
a performance in the park while looking over the park’s 
open esplanade. Ascending from the base, spiraling paths 
generate more than 1.5 miles of new elevated walkways 
which graze the canopies of existing trees. The walkways 
are generous in size to allow for social distancing and will 
be landscaped with native plants which will serve as host 
to local birds. The paths culminate in 4 exciting summits 
with iconic views of the city and the park. 

From W Santa Clara St, on the south-east corner of the 
park, a ramp welcomes visitor traveling from downtown, 
one of the most transited paths today, to the two eastern 
spirals. After visiting the two summits, visitors can cross 
along a vegetated bridge which allows for views across the 
Guadalupe River and the confluence point to the west side 
of the park. On the west, two other spirals anchor the park 
on its north-west corner to future urban developments. 
Closer to the SAP Center, on the south west corner of the 
site, a new stepped plaza connects to the existing five skat-
ers’ sculptures, while the fourth of the spiral towers allows 
for views of what is now the most active corner of the site. 
The proposal’s unique planning which occupies arena 
green East and West, is designed to be easily phased. 

These ascending spiraling paths are sloped at a 1:20 in-
cline, designed to be wheelchair accessible without the 
need for steps or mechanical devices.  Lighting on the 
spirals will be limited to a thin line along the edge of the 
spiral using green light, the least disruptive to the natural 
habitat and only illuminated during special events. From 
the highway as well as throughout the city, the tallest spi-
ral 130’ in height, will stand out as an iconic marker for 
the millions of people who will visit each year. 

1.  W SANTA CLARA ENTRANCE
2.  NEW SKATERS PLAZA RAMP
3.  URBAN CORNER RAMP
4.  THE BRIDGE 
5.  LARGE EVENT PLAZA
6.  MAIN SPIRAL 
7.  GUADALUPE RIVER TRAIL
8.  SAP CENTER
9.  LITTLE ITALY
10.  DOWNTOWN SAN JOSE
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above: View from West Saint John’s St.  above: View from spiral, looking towards the five skater’s sculpture and SAP to the right. Site plan


