
Urban Oasis: Floating Nest 

Project Summary 

Extracting the river flow as the essential formalization to express the life circle the 

movement that links all the programs - the bike path, pedestrian bridges, amphitheaters, 

and integrated semi-private/ semi-public seating spot. At the same time, distributing the 

pedestrian path as the key movement factor that starts to lift from the ground at the 

southeast corner and slowly tending closer to the river bed that create both interactions 

with a western amphitheater on the ground and yet the visual connection towards the 

eastern side of downtown Oakland. Echoing to the western form design, the eastern 

side of Arena green’s tennis court is hugged by the lifting nest, route to create shadows 

from the top that guide the pedestrian a path on the side to eventually meet the café at 

the northeast corner.  

Consider the finish material for the lifting structure would be specially treated 

redwood strips for longer life cycle and create the natural wood twig features for local 

birds to build nests on. The lighting candle for both lifting pedestrian path and ground 

pedestrian is relatively comfortable for nature creatures to be under 1.0 ca/ft.  

The goal is to not only create an interim public space, but instead to create a 

community space to revitalize the San Jose downtown and yet have the design piece as 

one of the city symbols that represents harmonious nature. 

 


