
INTEGRATION OF IDEAS

& INCLUSIVITY

We preserve the existing 
sculpture - Five Skaters 
and also the palm trees 
near the Santa Clara 
Street.

Children’s carousal and 
totlot playground is  
relocated into this part 
of the site as shown 
here.

Pinaccle Structure

Multi-finger steel columns 
(grid : 60 ft)

CFRP: Carbon fiber reinforced polymer composites (max length: 270 ft)
FRP: Fiberglass reinforced polymer composites

CFRP Structural 
cables

CFRP custom sectioned channels 
supports LED strip lighting
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FRP custom sectioned 
channels 

For the main structure of Pinaccle, we use CFRP as it is lightweight, 
corrosion resistant, durable, exhibits comparable or more strength to 
traditional materials (concrete, steel, etc.).

INTEGRATION OF IDEAS

& INCLUSIVITY

pinnacle
STRUCTURAL DESIGN
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SECTION A-A SECTION B-B

CONCEPT
We select the west side as our site owing to its proximity to the SAP center, away from the noisy Highway 87.  We preserve the Five Skaters sculpture in its original location however-
we propose to relocate the existing trees, children’s carousal, and the totlot playground closer to the Guadalupe river. This creates a buffer to the proposed space plan with the 
riparian habitat near the river. Furthermore, we create a sunken courtyard by building grass mounds in which we place cafes, restaurants, bars, and library to draw people into the 
site. In addition, the sunken court blocks direct artificial lighting to the natural habitat, thus not interrupting their life cycle processes by our proposed intervention to the site.

We place “Pinacle”, an architec-
tural landmark structure 
constructed using custom 
sectioned CFRP channels. Within 
the structure there are two 
watch towers that allow visitors 
an opportunity to see the beauti-
ful city scape of San Jose includ-
ing the activated sunken court-
yard. Pinaccle is stratigically 
placed closer to the streets, 
imparting an unique street char-
acter to them.Entry points

Highway 87

SAP Center

East Side West Saint John ST

Relocate trees & 
sculptures

Our Site

Courtyard Entry

Entry
Plaza

Plaza

Green-park

Cafes, Library, 
Restaurants

Sunken Court

Watch Towers

Pinaccle 
positioned close
to the main streets

s
Pinaccle

PLACEMAKING
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ENTRY PLAZA WITH FOUNTAIN GREEN PARK WITH TREES WATCH TOWER FLOOR AT 60 FT HIGH GREEN MOUNDS FOR SITTING RETAIL, CAFES, BARS IN THE COURT

Our design incorporates place making strategies that renders the site activated 18+ hours a day, 7 days a week. The site supports five kinds of places such as: (1) Entry plazas containing water fountains with Pinaccle structure as the backdrop, (2) Green 
park with dense tree vegetation, children’s carousal, and totlot playground, (3) Two watch towers each with floors at 40 ft and 60 ft height, (4) Slopped green mounds for sitting and to perform various outdoor sports activities, and (5) a sunken court-
yard with access to spaces such as cafes, restaurants, bars, library etc. The court can also be utilised as open air concert or live music venues. 

HOUR DISTRICT

San Jossee iiss  ppllaacceedd at tthhee hheeaart of Siliccoon Valley. It is
aa  gglloobbaal mmaaggnnet attrraactinngg ideas,, ttaallent, and invest-
mennt moottivaatteed to iimprove peoopplleess’ lives. Thiss iiss
mmaddee poossssible by the eexxcchhaanggee ooff iddeas tthhat
innccluddes ppeeoopple ffrrom ddiveerrse ppaarrttss off tthhee wwoorrlld witttthhhh
ddiivveerrse eexpperriieencceess. Our ddeessiiggnn cceellebraaaatttess  tttthhhhiiiiissss
nnootioonn ooff “iinnclusivity”, tthhaatt iiss the lliiffffeeeebbbllooooooooooddddd ooff
SSiilliicon Valleeyy..  WWe pprreseenntt PPinnaccllee, aaa 11888555 ft hhiigghh
llaaannddmmmaarrkk ssttrruuccttuure bbuuilt wittthhh liggggghhhhttt aand dduurabllee
ccaarrbboonn fibbbeeerrr rreeiinnnfoorcceeddd pppppoooollyymmerrrr ccoommppoossiitteess tthhaatt
pprroovviiddee aa sssseeeemmiii---ssshhhaaadddeedd iicoonnniiiicc sssssppaacccee tthhaatt iiss mmeemmoorraa-
ble anndd evveeennttffuull. TThhhiiiss struuuuccccttttuurree rreepprreesseennttss inncclluu--
siveness, coolllaabbboorrrraaation, aaaanndd tthhhhee nnnnottiioonn ooff ddivveerrsiittyy
tthhaat bringgsss ppeeoooppple toggggeeeettttherr.. Fuuuuunnccttiiiionnaallllyy iitt sshhaaddeess aa
ssuunkeeennnn ccoouurrrttttyyyyard aaaannnnndd a sett ooooff wwaaattcchhttoowweerrss. TThhese
sppaceess eennnncouraggeeee ppeeooppllee wwaattttccchhhiiiinnnnggggg aaaaannnnddddd ppppuuubbbblllic innteer-
aaaaccccttttiioonn.... TTTThe waaaatttttcccchhtoowweerr aaaaalllllllllloooowwwws uuuuusssseeeerrrss ttto eexppeerriiennccee
tthhe neighbbbooooorrrrriinngggg aaaaarrrrreeeeeaaaa off  thhee siteeee inncclluuddiinngg tthhheee bbeau-
ttiiffuull cciittyyssccaappee of SSaannnnn JJJJJoossee frroooommmm mmuullttipplee lllleeeevvvvels (400
fftt aannd 66000 fffttt hhhiiigggghhhhh)))).

hhee ssssuuuunnnnnkkkkeenn cccooouuurrrttt iiss adddjjjooooiiinnnneeeeddddd bbyy ggrreeeenn ggrraassssssss mmmmmmoouunddsTThh
hhhhhaaaattttt iiiiinnnnnhhhhhaabbiitt sspppaacceeeeesssss sssuuuuccchhh aass ccaaffeeesss,,,  rrreessstttaaauuurrraaaaannnntttttssss,,,, bbbaaaaarrrrsssss,,thhhhh
bbrraaries, aannddddd iiiinnnntttteerraaccttiivve ccoommmmmmuuuunnnnaaaallll rrrroooooooommmmsss (((44400kkk sssqqqfftlliibb
reaa)). TThhe ggrreeeeennnnn mmmmoouunnds arree ddeeesssssiiiiggggnnnneddd ttoo eennnccccoooouuuurrrraaaaggeaar
uuttdddoooorr ssppppoooorrrrttttsss actiiiivvvviiittties ssssuuuucccchhh  aass rrrrruuuunnnnnnnniiiinnnngggg,, hhhhiiiikkkiiingg,oouu
kkinngg,, eeetttcccc. Morrree immmmmppooorrrttttannnntttlllyyy,, tthhheee ssssuuuunnnnkkkkkeeeennn cccccooooouuuuurrtt issbii

aarreeffuullllllyyy ddddeeeesssiiigggggnnnnneeddd ttttoooo cccrreeatte a natuurrall bbbbbaaarrrriieerrca
eeeetttttwwwweeeennn  ttthhhee inteeeerrrraaaccctttion space annd thhhheeee nnaaaattttuuuuraall rriiiipppppaaaarrrrbbbeee --
n hhhhaaaabbbbittaat ttthhhhaatttt aaaaddddjjjoins the site. FFFFFuuurrtthhheerrmooooorrrreeeee,,,, wwwweeiiiiaaa
aaaaaccccceeee a ttthhhiiiccckkkk vvvveeggeettaativee cccccooooovvvveeeeeerr aass aa ggrrrrreeeeeeeeennnn pppaaaarrrrkkkkppplll

eeeettttwweennn ttthhheeee GGGuuaaddaluppppeeeee RRRRRiiiivvvveeeeerrrrr aanndd tthhe sunnkkeen courtbbbeee
oo oobssstttrruuucccctt ggllaarree ffrroom artiffiicciiaall llight aatt nigghhhhhhttttt... OOOOuuuuurrttttoooo
gghhttinnnngggg dddeeessssiiggnn  ssttrraatteeggyy ppllaacceess ttwwoo kkindss ooff lliigghhtt..lig
hhe ffirsstt isssss  aaa LLEEDD sttrriipp cchhaannnnell lliigghhting carreeffuullllyyyyTThh
nnccaaaaasssseeed in aaaa cccccaarrbboonn ffiibbeerr rreeiinnffoorrcceedd ppoollyymmeerr cchhhhaannenn --
el at the toopp  ooooffff tthhee PPiinnnaacclee. TThhiiss ddeessiiggnn ccrreeaatteess aannee
ontinuouuss bblluueeeee llliigghhtt ssoourcee ffor ddiiffffuusseedd liigghhttiinngg aattcco
gghhtt, reducciinngg gggglaarree aandd vviissuual disstttuuuurrrrbbbbaannccee ttoo tthheenigg
rrrdds, inseeccttss,, ffiiisssshheess, eettcc.. TThhee sssseeeeeecccccoonnnnddddd llliiiightt ssoourccee iiss bbbiii

he LED sppoott lliiggggghhhhhttttss ppllaaccceeeeeddddd oooonnn  ggggrrrroooound that is shiieellddeeddth
y metall pprrooooottttteeccttttoooorrrrssss aannnnnddddd bbbby the suunnkkeen courtyarrdd'ssby

desiggnn..  TTTThhhheeeeesssse  lllliiiiigggghhhtingg tteecchhnniiqquueess allow thhed
pprroopppppooooossssseedddd sssssppppace too bbee aacctiivvaatteedd 1188 hhoouurs a dayyy  aaaaannnnnddddd 77
dddddaaaayyyysssss aa weekk.. 
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SITE PLAN & PROGRAM
1.  Entry Plaza
2. Relocated Children’s Carousal
3. Relocated Tot-lot Playground 
4. Five Skaters
5. Cafe/Bars
6. Library/Reading Rooms
7. Sunken Court
8. Green Park

9. Indoor Game Room
10. Immersize AR/VR Rooms
11. Open Air Exhibition Space Entry plaza at N Autumn St

Night view from the watch tower

View from Highway 87
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Watch Tower

SAP CENTER
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CrCrCreeeeekk TrTraiaiaiillll

Rammed 
Earth

Sunken 
Court Rammed 

Earth

Podium Plan
40k sqft area Podium 
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LIGHTING DESIGN

1 2

Our lighting dessign is motivi ated to minimimiiizezz  disruption toto 
regular r ripaarirr an life and maxiiimimmmmm ze ddynamic urban experi-
ence ttto visitors at night.t  To thhat end, we proviidededede cono trolla-
ble LED sttrir p blue ligghth s (s(s(s(s(ss(s(ssssss(s(shohortr er wwavavavavelelenengtg hh liliiiiighghggg t 
preferred)) placed wiwitht inin cusstoom-m-dedesisigngnedd ccccccararrbobon fifibber 
reinfoorced polllymymymy err ccompoposisiitete ((CFCFRPRP)) chchana nels to provide 
diifff used contitiinunn ous lighghtit ngg. ThThesesee lilighhts are chosen to 
reemomoveve gglalarere ccauaua sesedd byby aaaaaa sssingllee sosoururce of light suchch aass lilighghtt
bubulblbs s ete c.  FFurttheheeermrmorore,e, tthehe lligighth s s are pooininteted d toto the 
grgrououndnd aand gguardedd ffroromm ththhe e e totoooop p ttoto reducucee didisrs uption ttoooo
flfligighthts s anand biirdrds.

ThThe e bobottttomom pparartt offfffof ttthe strtruccture ccontatainins fibeergrglalassss-r- einnn-
fofofofoffofofofofofofof rcrceded ppololymymerer cchahannnnelle ss. These are lit by a sett off sshihieleldeded 
LED spspototlilighghtsts. . ThThee didiireer ct glarer aand radiation of ththhhhese e sppotot-
lilightsts aarere bblolockckeded bby y ththt e dedeeesis gngngngnngn oof ff thtthe e sunknknkennnnnn ccouuuuuurtrtyayardrd 
anand d tht e grgreeeen n bubufffferer tthahahh t is placedd bebetween thhee riparirianan 
hah bibitatatt anandd ththhee pprppropoppososo eded strrucu ture. 

Controllable LED strip light channels 
encased within CFRP sections.

Shielded LED spot lights from the 
ground provide directed lighting.

View fffrrrrrrrrrroooooooom the eastside park and the Hiiiggggggggggggghhhway 87, loookkinnnnnnggggg aat the PPiinnaaccle aatt niigghhtt..

View from the courtyard, showing 
the adjoining retail spaces, live con-
cert, and people watching the sur-
roundings from the centrally placed 
watch tower.
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