
California is a destination of optimism, enticing people to its majestic landscapes for hundreds of years.  
It is a place with a confluence of beliefs that fosters freedom, innovation and equality.  California celebrates the 
vanguard individual and their eccentric journey in life, it is this philosophy that defines California, San Jose and 
Confluence Park.  Confluence Park is made up of innumerable pathways inscribed on this resplendent landscape, 
offering a rich tapestry of opportunities to gather and moments of unbridled singularity.  The park is embodied 
by the paths that have led us to this iconic landscape, they represent our individualistic pursuit and shared 
togetherness. The pathways, voluptuous in form, are woven to create a park experience that is dynamic and 
meant to ameliorate, heighten and celebrate the perceived and latent existing conditions.
 
For millennia this landscape has been a collector in the archetype Italian scholar Ferrante Imperato’s Dell’Historia 
Naturale a “cabinet of curiosities”.  This confluence of objects began as early invertebrates migrated out from 
the brackish and briny waters of the Bay to the upland tidal flats. This migration laid the groundwork for an 
environment unlike any other, a rich alluvial habitat capable of supporting a complex and dense web of flora 
and fauna. 

Nearly 5,000 years ago, the first humans encountered this magical environment full of abundance, decadent 
with opportunity.  This land has been central to other great historic migrations, Manifest Destiny, the Second 
Great Migration, and the migrations of people from South & Central America. Today the process of confluence 
continues, as the Common Whimbrel migrates along the Great Pacific Flyway, stopping here at Confluence Park, 
between their nesting grounds in the arctic and their feeding grounds along the Chilean Coast. 
 
This confluence of experiences creates a rich spectacle of moments meant to delight, inspire and treasure.  This 
harmonic togetherness is captured with a distinct moment where the long arc of history can be traced.  Perched 
some 120’ above the Guadalupe River is The Great Overlook, from this commanding promontory, one can look 
back on their individualized journey, peer west towards Mount Umunhum where the headwaters of Guadalupe 
Creek mark the ceremonial home of the Amal Matsun, a tribal band of the Ohlone people, and trace the deep 
history of this site and look forward to the future of San Jose.

This park is about confluence.  This is Confluence Park!

This map depicts migration patterns from 10,000 BC 
to present day. Illustrating the power of the region as 
a confluence of cultures, people, and ideas conveying 
towards Silicon Valley. The map projection is a Dymaxion 
Map, which was popularized by Buckminster Fuller. 
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Representing the Ecologies of Northern California 

Much like the residents of Northern California, the landscape of Northern California is as diverse and varied across 
a broad section of the region. At Confluence Park, we represent this diverse landscape through the cross section of 
the site. From the Coastal Bluffs of California, along Coastal Forests, through the Urban Centers of the Bay, over the 
Inland foothills, into the grasslands of the Central Valley, and finally rising to the peaks of the Sierras. Representing this 
ecology ensures that visitors and users of the park will experience a diverse and exciting public realm,  highlighting the 
natural ecology of The Guadalupe, as well as, the Northern California region. 
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Diagrid canopy structure soaring above projecting a 
diaphanous filtered light onto the space below

Integrated transparent photovoltaics within the 
canopy system above.  

Acoustic performance shell providing a platform for 
all scales of community and international  expression.  

Bump-outs along the path allow users to have the 
space to slow down to rest and re-energize, as well 

as provide an opportunity to reflect on the path 
behind them.    

Peppered throughout the path, users will find patches 
of Pavegen walkways that “convert footfall into 

off-grid power and data.”  This action coincidentally 
powers the adjacent lighting along the path, which 

encourages increased use of the path.    

The structural system meandering through the 
pathways establishes an integral and cohesive system 
that provides delicate and minimal connections to the 

landscape below. 

The elevated pathway not only creates a continuous 
path throughout the site, but also distributes shade 

onto the newly created park below.

Stairs and elevator towers are distributed to allow 
access for universal access.  
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