ODE TO NATURE

AN ICONIC STRUCTURE, A SUBLIME WATERFALL, A PARK IN THE SKY... AN ALL IN ONE PUBLIC LANDMARK

PROJECT STATEMENT DESIGN REFERENCES SITE MAP
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‘Ode to Nature’ is more than an iconic landmark - it is a project The concept of ‘Ode To Nature’ is simple and poetic: a tower of
that combines three disparate experiences: the scale and awe of water rises from the ground on West Side Area park, lifting up a
historical monuments, the sublime beauty of natural environments  120°x120’ portion of the park that then becomes a garden in the sky
like the Yosemite Falls, and the social ambitions of San José; aval-  with public amenities, cafes, and an open-air amphitheater with an
ley of extraordinary opportunity and legacy. These three conditions  exclusive view of the surrounding cityscape. The result is a brea-
come together in one immersive piece that is at the same time a  thtaking structure that establishes a strong visual presence during
unique icon, a spectacular work of land-art, and a magical public the day, night, and at a distance. It is a revolutionary icon that cre-
space. The design takes its inspiration from the construction pro- ates a destination for people of all ages and abilities - enhancing
gress images of the San Jose Electric Light Tower; originally builtin  community life, promoting civic transformation, and fostering dre-
1881 in downtown San José and collapsed during a stormin 1915.  ams for the community and visitors alike.
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DAYTIME VIEW: VISITORS ARE DRAWN TO THE ICONIC “WATER ROOM” AT ITS BASE OR CAN ASCEND TO THE PARK IN THE SKY NIGHT VIEW:

THE BACKLIT WATERFALL CREATES A STRONG VISUAL PRESENCE ALSO IN THE EVENING, TRANSFORMING ITSELF INTO A GIANT GLOWING LANTERN



PROJECT COMPONENTS & NET-ZERO STRATEGY

The structure of the project consists of four 24’x24’ diagrid pillars
that contains water pumps, mechanical equipment, and public
lifts; allowing visitors to reach the park and its amenities. On the
ground level visitors can access the 180’ tall water-room through
two openings, entering into a breathtaking open space defined
only by the water’s edge, where a floating path allows the visitors
to “walk on water”.

As its name suggests, “Ode to Nature” is a project that blurs the
boundaries between architecture and landscape, proposing a
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ODE TO NATURE

AN ICONIC STRUCTURE, A SUBLIME WATERFALL, A PARK IN THE SKY... AN ALL IN ONE PUBLIC LANDMARK

new harmonious relationship between the built-form and natural
environment: its “walls” are formed by falling water, the roof is
a luscious garden in the sky, and its base a reflecting pool. The
waterfall is collected and recycled in the volume of the floor, the
foundations’ piles are able to explore geothermal possibilities on
site, and the walls of the roof garden are made of rammed earth,
acting as a thermal mass. In addition to these net-zero energy
design principles, the project tries to respect the environment wi-
thin the Los Gatos Creek/Guadalupe River area, enhancing the
park and using environmentally sensitive lighting.

4

e ““
FOOTPRINT EXCAVATION GEOTHERMAL PILES FOUNDATIONS WATER COLLECTION POOL PUBLIC FLOATING PATH
|
|
I
DIAGRID STRUCTURE PUBLIC CIRCULATION (LIFTS) WATER PUMPS & MEP EQUIPMENT WATERFALLS
'/ 3‘;} = €.,
“o ‘!'nh ..“M;,", "
““ il L i “‘1:\.'
’ L,"m
RAMMED EARTH ROOF VOLUME PUBLIC AMENITIES & CAFE PUBLIC PANORAMIC PARK HOR. & VER. PUBLIC FLOWS
RENDERS
[ Yl // N4
I | p \\ /i ‘2‘ A \ ‘
i *‘ 1 / %) \
| .\{l\\l I\
| /,/ ﬂ \ 1 ’
\ / \
“t
% =
B%
7 ,T/"fé'.'/‘
fl | Y/
(A
|
I
4 ¢ ‘ N
N
L N\
F v 3 \

- — Y ot Fit™ oy P

GROUND LEVEL VIEW: VISITORS CAN PASS THROUGH THE 200’ TALL WATERFALL ALONG A FLOATING PUBLIC PATH THAT CARVES THROUGH THE WATER
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AXONOMETRIC VIEW OF THE PROJECT IN THE CONTEXT
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VIEW ATOP THE PARK IN THE SKY: A MAGIC NATURAL ENVIRONMENT WITH UNIQUE VIEWS TOWARDS THE CITY AND THE SURROUNDING LANDSCAPE



