N

The proposed idea for the new landmark of San José (CA), strives to
become an universally recognizable icon of Silicon Valley, intended as
more than a geographic denomination, but for what it means and repre-
sent in the imaginary of the people of the world nowadays.

It consist in a panoramic, vertiginous, mesmerizing, challenging 3/4 mile
long walk rising and 3/4 miles descending, with its spiral ramp running up
to 192 feet of height above the confluence of the Guadalupe river and Los
Gatos creek.

The design of this spectacular object interact with the urban, landscaping
and structural design disciplines and its architectural shape is generated
through- advanced parametric software tools and high-tech building mo-
delling ‘operations but also through an aesthetical, humanistic and.holistic
approach.

The 'methaphor-of the “Pareto’s champagne glass” or “80/20 rule’, in fact
inspire the proposed new iconic landmark of the Silicon Valley,\context
where the computer revolution started and changed the human’s life fore-
ver during the last three decades, one of the wealthiest places.on Earth
and today still the land of the best opportunities for new ideas and talents
coming from all over.

The structure has a circular plan and is located on the Arena Green VWest
area approximately in between the children carousel and the playgroun-
ds. The positioning of the proposed urban object inside the project bou-
dary is based on: maintaining a visual axis from the train station, on being
at the closest point overlooking Confluence Point, and on trying to re-

generate a portion of park actually less active without overloading other
portions of the park already busy.

At its highest level of 192", the construction has a diameter of 2009, so this
proportion would make the structure really impressive and visible from all
around and even from the planes before landing at the near airport.

At the ground level, within the project boundary; are designed pervious
paved areas to give access to the sky-ramp and to create spaces for vi-
brant public activities, preferably temporary or seasonal (like F&B kiosks,
artistic exhibitions, 'vendor booths, open-air. dining and lounging,_small
events, etc.) and for a city touristic information point.

The building is net-zero energy and it’'s possible to install 12 vertical wind
turbines of 10 kKW each so that it would be an example of net-positive.

Rising the Pareto’s glass champagne sky-ramp will be a real must-to-do in: =
San Jose: an icon for the City and a new “active” urban object for its Com-
munity -to be proud of, that will-always remind... to look towarqs' the other
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THE PARETO’S CHAMPAGNE GLASS

The shape of the proposed structure, takes inspiration from the diagram
of the famous Pareto Principle, or the 80/20 rule, which states that for
many phenomena, 80% of the result comes from 20% of the effort.
The principle has been named after Vilfredo Pareto, an Italian econo-
mist who, back in 1895, noticed that about 80% of Italy’s land belonged
to 20% of the country’s population.
Upon discovering this inequality, Pareto surveyed other countries only
to discover that wealth was distributed more or less in similar propor-
tions everywhere.
Each horizontal band Since the curve of the 80/20 rule diagram resembled a champagne
represents an equal fifth s . 1 .
o e merldiepaople glass, it's been referred to as the Champagne Glass Distribution or
Effect ever since, sometimes also as an expression of (dis)proportion.
It's not a new concept that many natural and man-made phenomena are
distributed unequally, but in the last decades this rule have been gene-
ralized and used in several fields like Information Technologiy, Business
e el Administration, Mathematics, Project Management, Sport, etc.
® Richest 20% 82.7% The Pareto principle come to signify universal aspects of the modern
® Second 20% 11.7% and the old society, like the same, if not increased, social-economical
i) 20 B30 inequalities and the eternal human tendency to distribute its efforts

m Fourth 20% 1819% .
Poorest 20% 1.4% toward the rise to the success.
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THE EXPERIENCE

The proposed Silicon Valley new architectural icon not only would be a monu-
mental structure but also a vertiginous experience, accessible for anybody.
The spiral ramp has 17 laps to the top and each lap has a difference of level
of approx 11 feet. The length of the sky-ramp is of 0,75 miles.

The slope ramp has a total average inclination of 5% and is variable from the
lower to the upper levels, with a maxincl. of 10% at the beginning to get softer
and softer while rising. The panoramic sky-ramp can be accessible by disa-
bled people in wheelchair with assistance.

THE STRUCTURE
The structural design concept consists in a double structural layer, whose
both designs derive from a single line then projected through parametric com-
putation, and those are deputed mostly for the vertical loads.

The two layers, external and internal structures, are interconnected by a spiral
trusses structure that constitutes also the primary structure of the walkway.
This spiral truss, similar to a steel coaster structure, by connecting the tw
vertical structures, assures horizontal thrusts stability. (Fig. 3)

THE SKY-RAMP g

The sky-ramp, the spiral walkway, supported by the spiral connective structure,
is conceived as more dematerialized as possible (if not making it completely
glazed) using metal grids as flooring and perforated metal sheets as ceiling.
The parapet is in structural glass and its controlled reflections are very impor-
tant to give to the structure, a more crystalline appearance.

IN THE NIGHT

The night view of the Pareto’s Champagne Glass should be something tremen-
dous and in the same time the lighting must be simple and tightly bounded.
The proposed lighting concept consists in a short range lamps to illuminate
only the internal structure and the ceiling of the sky-ramp (or alternatively
back-lighting the perforated metal ceiling). The base, with its xeriscaping and
the low levels can be also illuminated in a dramatic way.

The view from a plane, while in the day it would be inviting for a visit, in the
night would be just stunning. (Fig. 1-2)
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External structure Connective structure Internal structure Walkway sky-ramp

Detail of section

Walkway ceiling in perforated stainless steel sheet

181 ft

Galvanized metal grid for walkway floor, thickness 1.5"

Walkway secondary steel structure

Stainless steel extruded top railing dim. 3"x 5"
Parapet in structural toughened and solar-soaked glass

Walkway structure in tubular steel diam. 12"

Structure in tubular steel diam. 16" painted white

Structure in tubular steel diam. 16" painted white

Walkway structure in tubular steel diam. 12"

20 feet

5 meters




