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Welcome to the C. I. A. Unit of Study for the book Glory Be 
by Augusta Scattergood
This unit of study was put together for the purpose of teaching students how to read longer, more 
complex text.  Unfortunately, in classrooms where only basal readers are used, many students do not 
learn how to make the transition from picture books, to series books, to more complex chapter books.  
As a result, students struggle during independent reading.  This unit of study will teach students the 
fundamental processes of reading text, specifically longer, more complex chapter books.  It follows an 
approach described in its companion text, Raising the Standards through Chapter Books: The C. I. A. 
Approach.  I hope you enjoy guiding your students through the authentic work of expert readers!
 Glory Be is a historical fiction text depicting what life was like in a small Mississippi town during 
Freedom Summer, 1964.  This book connects well with C. I. A. Unit of Study, Biography—Martin 
Luther King Jr., 3.3.  Students will rely on background knowledge of Martin Luther King Jr. and the 
civil rights movement as they read Glory Be.
 Glory Be is a challenging text for third-graders because it demands a great deal of background 
knowledge about this time in history.  Throughout the unit of study, students will have an oppor-
tunity to extend their understanding through outside texts.  The picture book Freedom Summer by 
Deborah Wiles will be used to activate students’ background knowledge.  Additional articles includ-
ed in this unit of study will be used to extend students’ understanding of this time period.
 Finally, this unit of study is also designed to teach students the predictable elements of historical 
fiction.  They will learn the importance of analyzing the main character and her interactions with the 
setting.  In addition, students will consider how the message in Glory Be has significance for and in-
fluence on our lives today.
 Throughout this unit, it will be important to keep charts easy to read, colorful, and displayed on the 
classroom wall, as they will be used often for referencing and for monitoring comprehension.  I suggest 
having a United States history timeline displayed somewhere in your classroom.  Mark historical events 
already covered in your school-wide social studies curriculum on the timeline.  This offers students a visual 
representation of the relationship between events throughout history.  I have used the U.S. History 
Timeline Topper Bulletin Board Set found at Mark Twain Media Publishing Company (#CD 1921).
 I know you will enjoy immersing yourself in this beautifully written book.  Use all the resources 
available to you to help students visualize and understand this time period.  For them, the experience 
will be memorable! 
 Before starting this unit of study with your students, you will want to read and label a copy of 
the book Glory Be, to be used as a teacher guide.  You will also want to acquire a class set of books for 
students to use during read-aloud.  Take time to get to know the scope and sequence, and input les-
sons into your plan book ahead of time.
 At the back of this unit you will find a vocabulary handbook.  Please print a copy of this hand-
book for each student.  It will be used almost daily and is an essential component of this unit of study.
 If this is your first time teaching a C. I. A. unit, you will want to first familiarize yourself with the 
C. I. A. approach.  You will then need to lay the groundwork for optimizing your success with this 
unit in your classroom by:

• Designating a read-aloud block in your daily schedule 
• Setting up a meeting area
• Planning for turn and talk
• Preparing reader’s notebooks
• Preparing for assessment
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Glory Be Unit of Study—Distribution of Standards
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