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ROBERT SELDON DUNCANSON - - _ S , S iR

B. 1821, Fayette, NY

D. December 21, 1872, Detroit, M Early Life Training
Duncanson was born in Fayette, Seneca He taught himself to draw and paint by
Cty., NY., a descendant of freed slaves from copying prints and engravings,
Virginia. John Dean's father, Charles sketching from nature, and painting
Duncanson, was a former slave from portraits.! He became known for his
Virginia who was freed from bondage by his  landscape paintings, in the genre of The
owner. His grandfather’s knowledge of Hudson River School.

carpentry and house painting was passed
down, later allowing him to develop as an
artisan and later as an artist.! In about 1840,
moved to a community of abolitionists and
free black men north of Cincinnati called
Mount Pleasant (later renamed Mount
Healthy) .2

Personal Life ¢

Married:

1. Rebecca P. Graham*

D. 1826, d. 1850. Married aft. 1840

Children:
Reuben b. 1844, d. 1875 Mary
D. 1846, d. unknown Berta S. b.
and d. unknown

' Friends and Colleagues > Phoebe Anh Tavior**
“LOVE IS MY PRINCIPLE, ORDER 1S THE James Presley Ball - FNOEbE Ann aylor _
BASIS, AND PROGRESS IS THE END” 4 D. 1836, d. after 1872. Married bef. 1860
R . 20 195 James H. Beard . .
Robert Oeldon Duncanson, ~Sune 29, 1871 Children:
Charlotte Saunders Cushman

Milton Taylor b. 1860, d. 1888
Nicholas Longworth liton fayior

Roberton b. 1868, d. unknown

Find A Grave: tinyurl.com/ 102sle6m

William Miller

Richard Sutton Rust * Rebecca may have been the daughter of

Junius R. Sloan Reuben Graham. Upon moving to Ohio, RSD lived with Graham
. ) . and his family In Mount Healthy.!

William Louis Sonmag ** Phoebe was the daugther of white slaveowner Milton Taylor

Alfred, Lord Tennyson and an unknown woman enslaved by him, with whom he had

Collections two other children. 7
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Landscape with Waterfall

1853

Qilon Canvas

Cincinnati Art Museum, First Floor, Gallery 108
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