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1. From Raw Wood to a World Tour
Case study

On 2 January 2017, ten grenadilla trees (African blackwood - Dalbergia melanoxylon) are felled in
Mozambique. Out of the ten trees, one has the desired color in the core of the trunk and is exported
to Virginia, United States. The remaining nine remain untouched and rot in the forest in
Mozambique. In Virginia, the "Thomson Wood" sawmill processes the tree into wooden boards.
The guitar manufacturer "Clark Guitars" from New York buys the boards and manufactures guitar
soundboards for his guitars out of them. Another guitar is built from wood of the same species,
which had been in stock since 1990. The guitar with the freshly imported grenadilla is sold to the
professional musician "Helga Meister" who lives in Zurich and the guitar with soundboard from the
stored grenadilla is sold to "Ann Anderson" who lives in New York. Helga Meister makes a tour with
the new guitar to Berlin, New York, Melbourne and Tokyo, before returning to Zurich.1
All the above-mentioned stakeholders in the music industry must comply with international and

CITES regulations

national legal requirements for the protection of species in their respective business activities, be it
industrial timber traders, carpenters, guitar manufacturers or musicians as end users. The
requirements related to international trade, including traveling abroad with the guitar made from
regulated wood, are regulated in the trade CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). Today, 1-5% of the globally traded volume of tropical woods is
used for the manufacturing of high-quality musical instruments.2

More strict

On 2 January 2017, the listing of a large number of additional rosewood species in the CITES

regulations

Appendices entered into force, thereby changing the conditions for international trade in
instruments made from those species (compare Announcement BLV, Mai 2018).3
For many instrument makers, the inclusion under CITES of all species of rosewood in the genus
Dalbergia is particularly important. [Note that Brazilian rosewood (Dalbergia nigra) has been
included in CITES Appendix I since 1992 and a number of other species were previously included in
Appendix III.] The Confederation of European Music Industries (CAFIM) estimates that in the first
quarter of 2017 - after the inclusion of woods of the genus Dalbergia - sales of musical instruments
containing these woods fell by 20% worldwide.4 This decline is confirmed by market analyses of
music trades.5 This report provides an overview of the CITES-listed wood species that are relevant
for instrument making and outlines the current requirements for different stakeholders (instrument
manufacturers and musicians) regarding the handling of CITES-listed woods. It focuses on
instrument manufacturers from Germany, Switzerland and the USA.

1

The used names are fictitious. The described process from the raw wood to the tour with the guitar from granadilla is, however, a conceivable scenario
in Italy.
2 CAFIM, 2017.
3 Appendix I:
Contains directly endangered wood species, which may oly be traded in special cases
Appendix II: Contains non-immediately endangered wood species, for which trade is controlled to prevent excessive exploitation
Appendix III: Contains wood species which are protected in at least one of the contracting states. Contracting states are requested to assist the
respective contracting states in controlling trade in the species
Annotations to the appendices stipulate that trade in certain species of wood is controlled by CITES directives.
4 CAFIM, 2017.
5 Majeski, 2018.
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Referring to the introductory example, practical effects of the requirements for implementing CITES
are shown in the following, for both instrument manufacturers and musicians planning international
concert tours (Figure 2 shows a simplified illustration).

Figure 2: Case study of value chain of the musical instrument industry and CITES regulations. Source: own
representation.
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2. Impacts on Instrument Manufacturers in the United States
The following section deals with existing guidelines according to industry associations and
statements from expert discussions. The specifications are related to species listed in CITES
Appendices I-III (as of 4 October 2017). In the appendix of this report, an extract of frequently used
wood species with the respective requirements for the implementation of CITES is shown (as of 4
October 2017). In addition to the CITES requirements, some countries, including the European
Union, have national regulations that may impose stricter measures than those required under
CITES. Four fields of action are described in the following text boxes: correct handling of existing
stocks of CITES-listed species, import of products containing CITES-listed species, export of
instruments containing CITES-listed species and border crossing with instruments containing CITESlisted species. The general practice is referred to at the beginning. The text boxes deal specifically
with grenadilla (Dalbergia melanoxylon).
Existing stock of CITES-listed species
Wood of CITES-listed species that was possessed by the instrument manufacturer before the species
was included in any of the three CITES Appendices is called "pre-convention" woods. “Preconvention" wood and products include the stock for which the manufacturer can prove that it had
been acquired prior to the inclusion in the CITES Appendices I-III5 (independent of the manufacturing
date of the product). Manufacturers must document the stock of these components and
instruments (quantity) and obtain the "pre-convention" certificate upon presentation of the
appropriate documentation. Components manufactured from these woods (whether before or after
2 January 2017) must be included into the inventory (as complete pieces including the quantity of
wood used: e.g. 0.002 m3 by Dalbergia latifolia for 200 guitars).6
None of the previous listings of Dalbergia spp. in Appendix II and III included finished products (e.g.,
musical instruments) so while it may appear that consideration of whether an instrument qualified
as “pre-Convention” is new, the approach is consistent with CITES requirements. The new regulation
ensures legal procurement, which is a prerequisite for the later export of finished products such as
guitars or instrument components as well as round timber, sawn timber or veneer sheets of the
corresponding

species

(Q&A

No.

32).

Case study

The US guitar manufacturer Clark Guitars is obligated to keep track of wood and wood products

grenadilla:

that were already in his possession prior to 2 January 2017 and for which he does not possess any

existing stocks

"pre-convention" certificate. This stock must be documented. The guitar maker Clark Guitars can,
however, use the grenadilla boards which were already in his inventory. In order to do so this, he
must obtain a “pre-convention” certificate from the CITES management authority of the USA,
which is located in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). In the introductory case study, this is
possible by proving to the authorities that the grenadilla (Dalbergia melanoxylon) boards were
harvested before 2 January 2017 since this was the date that the Appendix-II listing of Dalbergia
spp. entered into force. The inclusion dates are listed in the table on pages 17-18.

5

In the annex, there is a table with the CITES inclusion date of different wood species
U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), 2018, Question 15, 32, 35-37
7 U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), 2018, Question 32
6
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Import of CITES-listed species
In the USA, the import and (re-)export of CITES-listed wood species must be processed through a
port designated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). A list of ports is shown in Figure 5 in
the appendix. In contrast to the EU and Switzerland, in the USA a CITES import permit is only
required for species listed in CITES Appendix I.8 “Pre-convention” stocks (i.e. timber harvested prior
to inclusion in CITES Appendices I-III) require the issuance of a pre-Convention certificate by the
exporting or re-exporting country . The EU and Switzerland do not differentiate here. Nevertheless,
imports into the United States of CITES-listed material require the prior issuance of a CITES
document (e.g., export permit, re-export certificate, pre-Convention certificate). This CITES permit
is issued by the CITES authorities prior to the export and travels with the shipment. Upon arrival at
the designated port in the USA, the shipment and associated paperwork are inspected and cleared
by the responsible authority. The importer receives a copy of the canceled CITES permit (export
permit of the country of export) from the U.S. inspection authorities and should provide a copy of
it, together with additional documents, to future buyers of instruments. In case an American
instrument manufacturer does not purchase wood as a primary importer, he should request a copy
of all CITES documents from the supplier for legal purchase.9 Further import information can be
found in the CITES I-II-III Timber Species Manual.
Case study:

Since 2 January 2017, grenadilla (Dalbergia melanoxylon) has been listed in CITES Appendix II. For

import of CITES-

the guitar sale to Ann Anderson in New York, the guitar manufacturer Clark Guitars needs the

listed species into

relevant information, including the following: wood species contained in the guitar, date of

the US

manufacture and complete information on previous transactions of the contained wood. Since in
the case study wood was used which was already in the possession of the guitar maker before 2
January 2017, Clark Guitars must provide Ann Anderson with documentation demonstrating that
the wood used in the manufacture of the guitar qualifies as pre-Convention (i.e., was acquired
before the species was listed in the CITES Appendices). In case Clark Guitars has difficulties to
obtain the necessary documentation (e.g. harvest time of previous transactions) for the grenadilla
wood, he is obligated to contact the FWS to ensure adequate documentation which can be
forwarded to the buyer.
Sale of instruments containing CITES-listed species within the US
When selling instruments within the US, instrument manufacturers should ensure that the buyer is
provided with sufficient documentation to demonstrate that any CITES-listed wood used in the
manufacture of the musical instrument was traded in accordance with CITES requirements. If the
buyer (e.g. retailer or musician) resells the instrument outside the US, he must provide the FWS (the
US CITES Management Authority) with the necessary CITES documents to demonstrate that any
CITES-listed wood used in the manufacture of the musical instrument was lawfully imported. The
producer must provide the buyer with the name of the species used in the product and date of
manufacture. In addition, as with sales outside the US, the customer should be provided with proof
of previous transactions within the US (chain of custody). This includes, for example, invoices for
transactions between the timber trader and the instrument manufacturer and between the
instrument manufacturer and the retailer. 10

8

Nevertheless, the CITES export licences of the country of origin must be available for legal import, also for timber from Appendix II. In contrast to the
EU and Switzerland, however, no special CITES form has to be applied for for import.
9 U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), 2018, 32
10Ibid., Questions 19
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Case study
grenadilla: sale
inside the US

For the sale of the guitar to Ann Anderson in New York, the guitar maker Clark Guitars should have
the following information: wood species, the date of manufacture and complete information
relating to previous transactions involving the wood. Since in the case study wood was used that
was already in the possession of the guitar maker before the species was included in the CITES
Appendices (i.e., 2 January 2017), he must provide Ann Anderson with information confirmed that
the wood qualified as "pre-convention". If Clark Guitars should encounter difficulties to figure out
the necessary documentation (e.g. harvest time of previous transactions) for the grenadilla wood,
he has to contact the US CITES management authority to ensure adequate documentation which
can be forwarded to the buyer.

Sale of instruments containing CITES-listed species outside the US
If wood products containing CITES-listed species are exported or re-exported from the US, a US CITES
export permit or re-export certificate is required. For the application, proof of legal import of the
wood used to manufacture the musical instrument and the preceding transactions (chain of
custody) is required (e.g. invoices of the parties involved in the purchase/sale). Without these
documents, no CITES (re)-export permit is issued by the US.11 The CITES document can be applied
for online. For commercial exports in which timber of the same species is exported repeatedly, there
exists a Masterfile or system of partially completed CITES documents. Consequently, the exporter
does not have to request a separate export permit for each export.12
Case study

In the case study, the instrument with grenadilla wood, which was imported after 2 January 2017,

grenadilla: sales

is sold to Helga Meister in Zurich. According to CITES specifications for implementation in the US,

outside the US

a re-export certificate is required for export.
Since the wood was harvested the species was included in the CITES Appendices, the guitar
manufacturer cannot apply for a "pre-convention" certificate. For the application at the FWS, Clark
Guitars must have the following information ready: scientific name (Dalbergia melanoxylon),
commercial name (grenadilla), description of the product (guitar), weight and volume of the wood
(e.g. 0.2m3 , 0.5 kg guitar sound board), information on the legal purchase of the wood (chain of
custody, i.e. documents and invoices from Thomson Wood), location of the wood at the time of
the request, country of origin of the wood (Mozambique) and a copy of the Mozambican export
permit. Furthermore, Clark Guitars must ensure that he chooses a CITES designated airport for the
export, where the documents are checked by the U.S. CITES inspection personnel and the guitar
is cleared for export (designated airports and ports are listed in Figure 5 in the appendix).

For a "single-use permit" for the export from the US, the following information must be provided:
scientific name (genus and species), commercial name, description of the product (e.g. guitar),
weight and volume of the CITES-listed wood, information on the legal purchase of the wood (chain
of custody) and a copy of the CITES documents for any prior international trade in the CITES-listed
wood. If wood products from "pre-convention" stocks are exported or re-exported, these

11Ibid.,
12

Question 14
For more information on the masterfile: https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-74.pdf
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certificates must be attached to the application. 13 For the export of instruments with a "preconvention" certificate, the current application fee is $75.14
Challenges for

Timber traders and instrument manufacturers in the USA must expect a processing time of 45 - 60

the importers in

days for processing of CITES applications, depending on the complexity and completeness of the

practice

documents in the specific case. 15
"I'm so annoyed. I'm so distraught by this" says Chris Martin, Chairman and CEO of the renowned
guitar maker C. F. Martin & Co. from Pennsylvania. The company processes rosewood in 200
different acoustic guitars, played by Eric Clapton and Ed Sheeran, among others. Martin estimates
that members of the logistics staff spend up to 40% of their time on administrative activities related
to

the

new

CITES

requirements.

Following the genus level listing of Dalbergia spp. in CITES Appendix II, with an annotation that
covers nearly all finished products, the number of CITES documents issued by all Parties involved in
the

trade

in

finished

13Ibid.
14Ibid.,

Question 37
Question 5
16 U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), 2018, Question 5
15Ibid.,

8

musical

instruments

increased

manifold.

16

3. What about the Musicians?
Unsurprisingly, also musicians and orchestras have to expect higher expenses for preparation of
custom matters when travelling abroad. Even though CITES provides exceptions for personal effects
and for musicians in the form of so-called instrument passports (Musical Instrument Certificate
(MIC) and Traveling Exhibition Certificate (TEC)), first stories of confiscated instruments have
surfaced already. 17 In order to avoid such inconvenient experiences at border crossings, the
International Federation of Musicians (FIM) recommends to get precise information about country
specific CITES implementation practices prior to travels. The FIM has developed a guide which can
be viewed here.
Particularly, note Annotation #15 is associated with the Appendix-II listing of Dalbergia spp. and
makes exceptions for non-commercial transactions related to items made from the listed wood
species (see Annex). It is crucial to follow the notes, as they refer to the product groups and
processing stages (e.g. only protection of raw wood) as well as exceptions.
Non-commercial

Border crossings with instruments for paid and unpaid music performances are considered non-

transactions

commercial. Other non-commercial transactions include the personal use, production of music
pieces (records), teaching, exhibition in a museum (e.g. instrument) and participation in music
competitions. Border crossings for repair or warranty purposes of instruments are also considered
non-commercial as long as the owner remains the same (i.e., the instrument is not sold). All the
exceptions mentioned above require that the instrument is not sold and is returned to its country
of origin. Furthermore, a weight limit of 10 kg per shipping applies. 18 No CITES import or export
permits are required for such non-commercial transactions. 19 However, as noted above, some
countries may enact national requirements that are stricter than CITES. Note: There might be
changes for non-commercial transactions following the next meeting of the Conference of the
Parties to CITES in August 2019).

Commercial

In contrast, commercial transactions are international shipment of instruments for sale (i.e.,

transactions

commercial purposes). However, it is important to pay close attention to different country-specific
interpretations. For example, participation in trade fairs might also be considered commercial.20

Instrument

In 2013, the CITES Parties adopted a resolution in which they laid out the guidelines for issuance of

passport

so-called instrument passports (MIC and TEC) to facilitate travel for non-commercial purposes with
instruments made from protected animal and plant materials. This resolution was implemented in
EU law in 2015. The Musical Instrument Certificate (MIC) provides private individuals and musicians
a way to travel internationally with instruments containing protected wood species. Likewise,
orchestras can apply for a Travelling Exhibition Certificate (TEC).21 When a MIC is issued, it must be
proven that the border crossing is for non-commercial purposes. For travel outside the EU with an
instrument containing species listed in CITES Appendix I (e.g. Dalbergia nigra), mandatory CITES
document is required. For travel within the EU, no MIC or TEC is required. 22

17

Internation Federation of Musicians (FIM) & PEARL, 2018
Ibid.
19 Ibid.
20 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), 2018, Question 2
21 sehe dazu Anhang Abbildung 4
22 2018, FIM, Crossing Boarders - A Guide for Musicians
18

9

According to the EU Directorate for Environment, the FWS and the Swiss CITES authority, MIC and
TEC are not required for entry with an instrument made from Dalbergia species (except Dalbergia
nigra) or from bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana or Guibourtia tessmannii)
given a non-commercial transaction (see above) and that includes less than 10 kg of the respective
wood per instrument – this relates to the so-called “personal effects exemption.”23 In Australia, the
instrument passports (MIC and TEC) are not accepted, mainly because they are incompatible with
the electronic customs collection system.24 Consequently, anyone wishing to import an instrument
made of CITES-listed species into Australia, even for the purpose of performing and then returning
to his/her country of residence, therefore needs a CITES export permit or re-export certificates from
the country of (re-)export and an import permit from the Australian authorities.

Case study Helga

In the case study, the guitar made of Dalbergia melanoxylon which was felled on 2 January in

Meister

Mozambique - is sold to Helga Meister in Berlin. From there, Helga Meister is touring to New York,

25

Melbourne and Tokyo. Since the instrument was manufactured from newly listed species and
contains less than 10 kg, Helga Meister needs neither a CITES export certificate of the country of
origin nor a CITES import permit or an instrument passport for her concerts in Berlin and New
York. Also in Australia (Melbourne) and Japan (Tokyo), the import of the instrument for noncommercial purposes is permitted, given that the weight limit is met.
However, if parts of the guitar consist of species listed in Appendix I (e.g. Dalbergia nigra), the
matter becomes more complicated. For entry with the instrument in Germany and the USA, an
instrument passport can be applied for and presented to customs. However, such a passport is
not valid in Australia. Instead, a CITES export certificate from the country of origin and a CITES
import permit from the Australian authorities (Australian Department of Environment and Energy,
2013) are required. Likewise, Japan requires a CITES export certificate from the country of origin
and a CITES import permit (Ministry of Environment, Trade and Industry Japan (METI), 2018) for
the import of products or components of species listed in Appendix I. For departure from Australia
or Japan, a CITES export certificate from Australia or Japan is required and a CITES import permit
from the country to which Helga Meister is travelling next (also valid for return travel to Germany).

23

U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), 2018, Question 2 & 54; European Commission Directorate-General Environment, 2017, Question 12;
Bundesamt für Lebensmittelsicherheit und Veterinärwesen (BLV), 2018.
24 Australian Department of Environment and Energy, 2013
25 Walker, 2017
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4. Conclusion and Alternatives to CITES-protected Wood Species
Obscurities in

Since 2 January 2017, trading, manufacturing and travelling with instruments consisting of CITES-

implementation

listed rosewood species has been much more complicated. Since there are differences in the
application of CITES depending on a country’s domestic legislations, commercially active
stakeholders have to deal with more administrative work. Various industry associations have
published guidelines, but these are just recommendations far too often. In the EU, the new CITES
listings have been in force since 4 February 2017. Based on today's requirements, it can be assumed
that dealers and instrument makers will be confronted with significantly higher costs than
musicians. At the next meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES in 2019, further discussions
are going to be held on how to deal with international trade in rosewood species. It is anticipated
that the CITES Parties will adopt changes relevant to such trade and therefore, the requirements
will be expected to change, whereas it is likely that the process for travelling musicians will be
facilitated.

Alternatives

.

Numerous companies are working on technological innovations to replace precious woods in the
music industry. In Finland, a wood fibre composite (flaxwood) has been developed, which is already
being used by some manufacturers as a substitute for ebony.26 For example, the German violin
maker GEWA uses the composite material to manufacture fingerboards. 27 Other instrument
makers are testing local alternatives to tropical woods. British violin maker Roger Hansell is testing
"local" alternatives such as pearwood or blackthorn. In addition to tropical hardwoods such as
ebony (Diospyros spp.) or grenadilla (Dalbergia melanoxylon), he also offers his customers
indigenous alternatives. In America, Eric Meyer, a specialist for fittings of stringed instruments,
experiments with local woods such as mountain mahogany, one of the hardest woods in North
America.28
Swiss Wood Solutions takes a different approach and, unlike other companies, relies entirely on the
modification of an existing natural resource, namely domestic Swiss woods. The company unites
wood experts from industry, research and development. It all began in 2014, when a violin maker
contacted researchers from the Wood Materials Science professorship at ETH Zurich to seek
information about alternatives to tropical woods in instrument making. Since then, researchers at
ETH Zurich have been experimenting with Swiss wood, which is densified in an undisclosed process.
First results with local business partners such as Wilhelm Geigenbau indicate that development of
a competitive alternative has been successful.

26

Strad, 2017
GEWA, 2016
28 Strad, 2017
27
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Annex
Contacts
CITES authority
Germany

Bundesamt für Naturschutz
Konstantinstr. 110
53179 Bonn
Deutschland
Phone: +49 (0)228 / 8491-0
Mail: info@bfn.de

CITES authority
Switzerland

Bundesamt für Lebensmittelsicherheit und Veterinärwesen BLV
Internationales/Artenschutz
Schwarzenburgstrasse 155
3003 Bern
Schweiz
Phone +41 (0)58 462 25 41, Fax +41(0)58 463 85 22
cites@blv.admin.ch

CITES authority
United States

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
5275 Leesburg Pike, MS: IA
Falls Church, VA 22041
managementauthority@fws.gov

CITES authority
Australia

Wildlife Trade Regulation Section
John Gorton Building
King Edward Terrace
Parkes ACT 2600
Canberra ACT 2600
Phone: + 02 6274 1900
wildlifetrade@environment.gov.au

CITES authority
Japan

Office of Trade Licensing for Wild Animals and Plants Trade Control Department
1-3-1 Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 100-8901
Phone: +81 (3) 35 01 17 23
Fax: +81 (3) 35 01 09 97
cites_japan@meti.go.jp
The complete list of CITES authorities of the contracting states is found here.
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Dalbergia spp.
CITES listing with
date

Figure 3: List of CITES listing date of Dalbergia spp., Source: (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), Letter on
recent changes in rosewood CITES regulations, 2016).

14

Travel with
instruments

Figure 4: CITES impacts on musicians, Source: (Internation Federation of Musicians (FIM) & PEARL, 2018).

Link to BLV homepage (BLV, 2018) concering travels with musical instruments (instrument
passport):
https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/de/home/gebrauchsgegenstaende/reisen-mitgebrauchsgegenstaenden/musikinstrumente.html
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Annex
CITES requirements
on 2 Jan 2017,
Selection of relevant
species for instrument
manufacturing

First
listing

Nr.
Appendi
ces

Explanation (EU)

# Note

Explanation

Bubinga
Guibourtia demeusei

02.01.2017

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

15

CITES permit is required for raw wood as well as for finished products
(for exceptions, see [1]).

Guibourtia pellegriniana

02.01.2017

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

15

CITES permit is required for raw wood as well as for finished products
(for exceptions, see [1]).

Guibourtia tessmannii

02.01.2017

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

15

CITES permit is required for raw wood as well as for finished products
(for exceptions, see [1]).

III

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

5

CITES permit is required for logs, boards and veneer sheets. NOT for
finished products such as guitars.

Brazilian Cedar
Cedrela odorata 12.06.2001

American Mahogany
Swietenia macrophylla
(neotropische
Populationen)

17.11.2003

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

6

CITES permit is required for logs, boards and veneer sheets in case the
wood is from South or Central America. NOT valid for finished products
such as guitars.

Swietenia humilis

01.07.1975

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

4

CITES permit is required for raw wood as well as for finished products
(for exceptions, see [2]).

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

15

CITES permit is required for raw wood as well as for finished products
(for exceptions, see [2]).

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

15

CITES permit is required for raw wood as well as for finished products
(for exceptions, see [2]).

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

15

CITES permit is required for raw wood as well as for finished products
(for exceptions, see [2]).

Cocobolo
Dalbergia retusa

12.06.2013

Madagascar Rosewood
Dalbergia baronii

12.06.2013

Indian Rosewood
Dalbergia latifolia 02.01.2017
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Dalbergia melanoxylon

02.01.2017

II

African Blackwood (Grenadilla)
For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

15

CITES permit is required for raw wood as well as for finished products
(for exceptions, see [1]).

Honduran Rosewood
Dalbergia stevensonii

02.01.2017

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

15

CITES permit is required for raw wood as well as for finished products
(for exceptions, see [1]).

10

CITES permit is required for logs, boards, veneer sheets and raw wood
products use for the manufacturing of bows for string instruments.
NOT valid for finished products such as violin bows.

Pernambuco
Caesalpinia echinata

13.09.2007

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

I

CITES permit is required in any case, for all transactions and movements,
internationally, nationally and locally.

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

Brazilian Rosewood
Dalbergia nigra

20.07.1992

CITES permit is required in any case, for any product which contains
Dalbergia nigra in any form or quantity.

Thailand Rosewood
Dalbergia cochinchinensis

12.06.2013

15

CITES permit is required for logs, boards and veneer sheets. NOT valid
for finished products (for further exceptions, see [2]).

5

CITES permit is required for logs, boards and veneer sheets in case the
wood is from Madagascar. NOT valid for finished products such as
violins.

Ebony
Diospyros spp.
(Populations of
Madagascar)

12.06.2013

II

For exports / imports, a CITES permit is required if the goods are imported
or exported from outside the EU.

:
Sources:
Species+: https://speciesplus.net/
Wood species for instrument manufacturing: Madinter Trade S.L., 2017, CITES and the Guitar
CITES regulations: https://cites.org/eng/app/2017/E-Appendices-2017-01-02.pdf
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[1] Exceptions to Note # 15
This note, which has been assigned to all types of Dalbergia and Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana
and Guibourtia tessmannii), contains the following exceptions:
a) Leaves, flowers, pollen, fruits and seeds (excluded):
This means that these components can be exported and imported without CITES approval. However, this exception obviously
has no impact on the music industry.
b) Non-commercial exports with a maximal total weight of 10 kg per shipping (excluded):
This exception allows a person to travel to any country in the world with a final product containing less than 10 kg of rosewood
(Dalbergia spp.) or bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana or Guibourtia tessmannii) without a CITES permit,
as long as there is no commercial transaction of the product.
An example: A musician can travel with his Indian rosewood guitar (Dalbergia latifolia, < 10 kg) to any country without a CITES
permit, as long as he does not sell the guitar during the trip. It is not a problem if the musician earns money playing his guitar
abroad, as this is not defined as a commercial transaction of the instrument.
c) Parts and derivatives of Dalbergia cochinchinensis, which fall under note # 4:
Components listed in CITES Note #4 can be exported and imported without permission. These parts contain seeds, spores,
flowers and other elements that are not used for musical instruments.
d) Parts and derivatives of Dalbergia spp that originate from Mexico, which fall under note # 6:
Parts and products made out of Dalbergia wood from Mexico and produced in Mexico can be exported and imported without
permission. This means, for example, that if a guitar is made in Mexico with cocobolo wood (Dalbergia retusa) grown in
Mexico, no CITES permit is required to sell it in any country.
Important: This exception only applies to this particular case.
Approval is required for:
-

Raw Dalbergia wood (logs, boards, veneer sheets and plywood) exported from Mexico.
Any product out of Dalbergia wood from Mexico which has been manufactured in another country
Any product out of Dalbergia wood from another country which has been manufactured in Mexico. For example, a
guitar made in Mexico with Dalbergia wood from Indian rosewood (Dalbergia latifolia)

[2] Exceptions to Note # 4
a) Seeds (including seed pods of Orchidaceae), spores and pollen (including pollinia). This exception does not apply to seeds
of Cactaceae spp. exported from Mexico and to seeds of Beccariophoenix madagascariensis and Dypsis decaryi exported
from Madagascar.
b) Seedlings or tissue cultures transported in vitro, in solid or in liquid media or in sterile containers.
c) Cut flowers from artifically propagated plants.
d) Fruits as well as parts and derivatives thereof of naturalized or artificially propagated plants of the genus Vanilla
(Orchidaceae) and the family of Cactaceae.
e) Stems, flowers, parts and derivatives thereof of natural propagated plants of the genera Opuntia and Selenicereus
(Cactaceae)
f)

Finished products out of Euphorbia antisyphilitica packaged and ready for retail sale.
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Figure 5: CITES designated ports in the US. Source: (United States Department of Agriculture, 2018).
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