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TheAmeri . Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro is

under siege

A s popularity fades, the populsttums o atronage 100 critical days

roadmap to
preventa pandemic
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Jr— ke AR many ways todescribe pork-barrel plitcsin razil
stomuo “They include o4 dd  give and take), roca d favores

poltics). 0 201, on the campaign rai,JisBolsonaro used these
and ar rder insults o disaragehis ellow pliicans, especially
ones from th e ving Workers Farty (), which governed from
20030201630 was oled by two big corruption scandals As

QOD®®@  president, hevoued o acvancehis agenda without distriuting
cargos obs) oremendas amendments: e, pork.
Thefirstign he had gven up onthis “new poltcs”came n mid-
2020, when he formed an allance with abloc of sl serving prties
Known as the cnird (bigcentre) in order o shied himself from

is never ree A recent investgation by Estado de5.Paulo,

ver a0bn reas 53.9bn) thiough emendas do relator, or“chairman's
pork, a teference tothe chairman ofthe udget commitic. At least
300 eais were funneled through the development ministry o

infated prices, sometmes through companies owned by relaves.
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The scandal which the pess has dubbed tratorago (roughly, “tractor-
gate) i the clearest proofyetof Mr Bolsonaro's partcipai
orkoatl polic s unfoling longsice an ven iger public-

the governments handling of the panderic. The two crises
demonstrte how Mr Bolsonaro has become incressingly wesk and.
how Congress, which s known for virus-like opportunism, hs used
his ulnerabilty o strengihen itself."The more ragil the
predent, e e he st pprt g i Coaof
Congresso em Foco, a watchdog i

st ol e, e ulbon el s
ybrd between the presidential model o the United Sat

Eaopen syl pamentary goverament. Th present s
olymating ad s e adge bt cant gt mch one

of Brazi's 300rs0 politcal parteslack ideological platforms; they
back presidents in exchang urs vote-
‘winning poject like paving roads or paiating schools ather than
Tong-term planning.says 1ida int,  professor of publc inances
at Fundagao Getulo Vargas (), a university.

scandalinvolving fake NGos. n 2005 3 cenrdo lawmaker admitted
thatthe pr was funneling 30,000 teaisper month to congressmen
in exchange orleisltive support. (e was Kicked out of Congress

probe called Lava Jato ('Car Wash) which revealed a vast ickback

firm.

Intesponse o protests, Congress passed a seriesof constiutional
amendments aimed t reducing corruption while eeping
congressmen sweet. Mostemendasbecame in effect an automatic

imthei consttuencies. They had tofollow new rules, such s
providing receipis. Butsuch restictions made it harder for

president,was impeached in 201, it was technically because she
had hidden thesize of Brazils budget deficit butalso becauseshe.

ded
e cneta 3 isis mrderto ol out paronsg o
secession n 2014-16limited her scope.

ofthe worst covid-19 utbreaks inthe world,with an offcial death
count of more than 450,000, His strategy of downplaying the
pandemic seemed to work s year, when a third of razilans
teceived emergency aid.But this year a second wave has coincided

M Bolsonaros approval atng has fallen rom 0% o below 0%

pen impeachment proceedings, warned of biter political
remedies’

Butimpeachment isunlikey,parlybecause M Bolsonaro i efect

rship
elections in February. Documents on government sits accountfor

‘The budget chairman, Dormingos Neto, sent 1o reais . ity of
59,000 pecple of which his mother s the mayor. The ministry
agreed 10 pay 500,000 eas apice fo ractorslised as costng
200,000, It nsists that there were o iregularties

Abigger theat to Mr Bolsonaro's populariy is the 1, which bega
hearing estimony in the Senatethis month. s dalysessions are

Trump, A PRae executv ad ha he gverament gored i
offers tosell Brazil vacines, The health minister at th time,

havecovid-19 himselt

MrBolsonaro is becominga prisoner of his unpopulariy” says

el oot i ol s clcion R0

sy ncteasdOne ol sugests i ot lection

caricature; saysCiro Gomes,  former governor whalso plans to

MrBolsonaro ould recover before next year's lecton. Vaccination
s atlast progressing and the economy i doing beter than feared
The economy minister, Faulo Guedes,has urged Congres o eform
s and h publc secon.This would i upmoney o vt

s ol wa Sevecasotems o,
conslancy. " h hp 5 snking il ump 0 amiher”
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— e Published since September 1843 to take partin ‘a

000 severe contest between intelligence, which presses

2060 forward, and an unworthy, timid ignorance obstructing
our progress.
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