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Responses to Questions from the CLP Meeting 16 (11/01/2021)

Questions for the Environment Agency

How will the EA react to the new PHE advice to cut permitted emissions? The CLP are
interested in emissions in the vicinity of the plant and Marston Vale! (Clive Baker, Wootton
PC) [Verbal answer provided]

“Ed’A commented that this had already been implemented, as the BAT (Best
Available Techniques) reference document (the ‘BREF’) issued in December 2020 —
there is already a cut in emissions; the site would have four years to be able to
reduce their emissions to meet these limits. For example, NOx has been reduced
from 200 to 180; dust and particulate matter has already been reduced. She felt that
this mechanism was already in play.”

Presumably, having left the EU, we are at liberty to move to lower emission levels? What
impact on Covanta will lower permitted emission levels have? (Clive Baker, Wootton PC)
[Verbal answer provided]

“Ed’A stated that lower emissions levels have already been incorporated within the EU
Withdrawal Agreement — [the UK] would mirror and stay aligned to limits set by the
European Commission. She envisaged keeping in line with these mechanisms of
continuing to lower emissions. With regard to Covanta, Ed’A felt that any new plant with
new technology would easily be able to meet these lower emissions levels.”

If the government decides to reduce the permitted pollutant levels for incinerators, will the
Environment Agency change the Environmental Permit for Covanta:-
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a) depending on the wording?
b) if the incinerator has not yet become fully operational?
c) if the incinerator is already fully operational?
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Could Covanta apply for changes to the Environmental Permit? If so under what
circumstances would the EA approve the application? If so, would the public be informed or
consulted before the application was approved? [Written questions, no answer provided

yet]



https://consult.defra.gov.uk/airquality/industrial_emissions_bat/
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Have the EA and PHE and/or other health agencies discussed possible effects of incinerator
emissions on Covid patients and/or assessed the susceptibility of people inhaling incinerator
emissions to develop Covid?

* If so, what is the outcome of that consultation?

* If not, does the EA have a duty to consult in this way?

[Written questions, no answer provided yet]

If PHE shows concern regarding the impact of Covid, will the EA review the permit - or
amend the terms of the permit?

If PHE determine that there is an increased health concern for Covid sufferers and long term
Covid effects, will the EA review the granting of the Permit or consider amending the terms
of the Permit?

[Written questions, no answer provided yet]

With regard to Covid-19, what action are the EA taking to understand how emissions from
the plant might exacerbate the health impacts from the current pandemic (Paul Rolfe,
Houghton PC) [Verbal answer provided]



9)

“Ed’A reiterated that the EA was not a human health-based organisation; this would be
down to PHE or other health authorities.”

What is the impact of emissions from the plant likely to be on those living nearby? (Robina
Chatham, Lidlington Resident) [Verbal answer provided]

“Ed’A apologised and reiterated that [human health] was not within the EA’s
competency or expertise, but rather their focus was on environmental concerns”

10) Since the death of 9 year-old Ella Kissi-Debrah being officially related to exposure to air

pollution are your “acceptable” levels of these various toxins likely to change to be lower?
(David Sinfield, Cranfield PC) [Verbal answer provided]

“Ed’A responded by noting that air pollution comes in many different guises. While
this was not her area of expertise, she believed that emissions from these plants
were continually being driven down.

NGd added that the unfortunate death of this child and the resulting inquest finding
has focussed attention. Low-level emissions from car exhausts and lack of
dispersion are completely different from those being dispersed from a high-level
stack. He added,however, that the EA is always looking at its policies and working
with health professionals to see if the limits remain valid. When these need to be
tightened up, the EA tightens them up”

11) Are the EA consulting with medical experts or not? (Bob Fisher, Chairman) [Verbal answer

provided]

“NGd confirmed that PHE was the competent authority but, with regard to the
question about Covid-19, there have been various COBRA meetings at government
level, that the EA is represented at this level and there is an exchange of thoughts
and ideas on possible impacts. Occasionally, notes are passed down by
environmental business colleagues but as yet this has not been highlighted as an
issue.”



12) Did the EA consult with PHE prior to the pandemic? — | would assume the point of regulation
is to protect our health. [Written questions, no answer provided yet]

13)How does the pandemic change things — should regulation now be stricter? [Written
guestions, no answer provided yet]

14) During their presentation, the EA mentioned that older incinerators are producing more
polluted emissions than Covanta will. Could the EA illustrate the difference with
comparative, quantitative data including the age and capacity of the plants used to make the
comparisons? [Written questions, no answer provided yet]

http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2020-0029/CDP-2020-0029.pdf



http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2020-0029/CDP-2020-0029.pdf

