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Content Specialist   
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I have 8 years of teaching experience at the secondary 

level. The courses I taught over the years were 

Engineering I, Engineering II, Physical Science, and 

Environmental Science. I have 6 years of experience 

training educators at both the district and state levels. 

My experience with writing grants spans most of my 

teaching career. I wrote 28 grants and donation requests, 

22 of which were awarded. All together these blessings 

totaled well over $70,000. 

My journey with pi-top started with a 300 word grant I 

wrote to acquire 10 pi-top CEED units! 

Hello!
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My journey with pi-top 
began with a 300 word 
grant I submitted to 
acquire 10 pi-top CEEDs!

My journey
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What is your grant for?
Focus on subject matter

The internet is vast and houses many grant 
opportunities. When looking online it is a good 
idea to start by searching for grants focused on 

topics dealing with your subject matter. 
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Find the dates & 
consider your location

Make sure the grant is right for you!

Always read over the guidelines and 
requirements FIRST. Not every grant 
is for you, and some of the required 
information can be hard to obtain.

Some companies accept grants 
annually, quarterly, or as limited 

time opportunities - make sure you 
are aware of the due dates. 

Consider your location. 
Many people find grants from 
local industries in or around 

their districts. 
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Teach 

Digital Wish

STEM 
Grants

Donorschoose.org

Target

District 
Grant 

Department

Local Companies and 
industry  in your area

Walmart, Best Buy, 
Lowes, EZ Mart, 
Honda, Entergy

ALEKS

Louisiana grant 
watch

Get Ed Funding.com

Grants Alert

Grants for 
Teachers.com

The Journal

We Are 
Teachers

Grant Opportunities

Items below are clickable links:

https://teach.com/what/teachers-change-lives/grants-for-teachers/
http://www.digitalwish.com/dw/digitalwish/grants
http://stemgrants.com/stem-grants-for-k-12-nonprofits/
http://stemgrants.com/stem-grants-for-k-12-nonprofits/
https://www.donorschoose.org/
https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/community/philanthropy
https://www.aleks.com/k12/foundation1
https://louisiana.grantwatch.com/all-grants.php
https://louisiana.grantwatch.com/all-grants.php
https://www.getedfunding.com/c/index.web?s@vbnK7zZMf.9pU
http://www.grantsalert.com/grants
http://www.grantsforteachers.com/
http://www.grantsforteachers.com/
https://thejournal.com/articles/resources/upcoming-grants-and-events.aspx
https://www.weareteachers.com/education-grants/
https://www.weareteachers.com/education-grants/
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Things to 
consider…

• How will it impact your students?

• What can help improve your students’ 
academic achievement? 

• Can your outcomes be measured? 

• Does the purpose connect to the real 
world, or the community?

• Does it provide 21st century skills?

Grants should be centered on the 
students and their learning. 

You are more likely to receive 
the grant if the purpose is 

student oriented.  
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• Real world applications 

• 21st century learning/ skills

• STEM / STEAM

• Robotics

• Makerspaces

• Community projects

• Technology

Sample topics for 
successful grants. 

● Environmental problems

● Workforce readiness 

● Challenged or inquiry  based learning

● Innovative use of technology and tools 

● Interdisciplinary projects
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On the next page is the very first grant I wrote - and 
an example of a grant “narrative”. 

Looking at it now, I see room for improvement, but I 
submitted it and they gave it to me! 

Your grant narrative is extremely important. You’ll 
want to consider buzz words related to your 
proposal that:

● Provide evidence that your grant is necessary
● Shows numbers and statistics to support your 

narrative
● Includes quotes for products, showing you 

have invested time into your proposal

Building your narrative
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Revival of science through technology!

SAM
PLE

After World War II, the United States had the #1 high school graduation rate in the world. Today, we have dropped to number 22 among 

27 industrialized nations. American students rank 25th in math, 17th in science and 14th in reading compared to students in 27 

industrialized countries (OECD, 2012). A few of the reasons behind these statistics are the lack of creativity, interest, and proof of 

real-world relevance in the science classroom.

Student engagement in Science will be enhanced and revived with the use of iPads and Vernier apparatus. It is through the use of 

technology that students can deepen their understanding of the relationship between evidence and explanation. iPads work with 

Vernier probes to become tools of measurement, providing real life data in real time; which can be immediately used for understanding. 

If students can control their learning and make connections, then the concepts become more relevant.

In addition to tools of measurement, incorporating technology into the Physical Science classroom enables students to find interest, and 

engagement through integrated learning. Students will use the iPads to create video games based on Physics concepts, and at the same 

time they will learn about computer science and coding. With technology, a lesson on electricity becomes one where students use Apps 

to design small houses, build them in real life, and wire the houses with lights and switches. The possibilities become endless.

Our world today was created by science and technology. The structures we live in, vehicles we use, data we collect, ways of 

communication, even our medical advances were made possible by science and technology. So why should our students not have the 

opportunity to experience technology in the science classroom?



1
1

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Aliquam 
tincidunt ante nec sem congue convallis. Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Aliquam tincidunt ante nec 
sem congue convallis. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. Aliquam tincidunt ante nec sem congue 
convallis. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 

elit. Aliquam tincidunt ante nec sem congue convallis. 

MORE SIMPLIFIED LEARNING

• Engineering Design I is a course where students tackle 

open-ended real-world challenges. 

• When students learn to program, they not only learn skills for 

program development, but also gain transferable 

problem-solving and higher order thinking skills. 

• The resources to create an engineering makerspace will provide 

a community environment for students to have a more active 

voice and choice in their learning and bring their designs into 

fruition. 

• Students must learn how to collaborate, share ideas and practice 

team-based problem solving in order to be successful in their 
post-secondary choices and future careers.

Terminology matters
(Sentences pulled from successful grant narratives)
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How to get started…



Obtain quotes

Use purchase 
order for 

costly items/ 
orders

Public 
schools are 
tax exempt

Include 
shipping 

costs

Start with 
a budget or 

item list



Determine what your grant is for and create a 
budget. It is easier to write the grant if you know 
what you want/need. 

Make sure to include shipping costs in your budget 
so that you have a correct final amount. 

Items for public schools should be tax exempt. The 
financial office at your school can provide a tax ID 
number to use. 

When you make the budget, acquire written vendor 
quotes. Many businesses will honor the price you 
were given even if it is months later and the price 
changes. This is an issue that can arise when funds 
are sent at a much later date.

Grant budget checklist
Ask your school, content department, or the school 
board to see if they have contracts with the vendors 
you find. They may have access to discounted items.

For expensive equipment or training, request 
purchase through a PO. You may be required to 
create an account with a company first. Get with 
your school’s accounting department to do this. 
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Sample district rules

Contact the grant department to see where your funds should be deposited.

All grants $10,000 and up must be managed by the grant department.

All grants $50,000 and up must be approved by the district.

Turn in a grant form to the grant dept. for every grant you receive for district records.

Apple care needs to be included with the purchase of iPads.

The grant department will not purchase from amazon.
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• Narrative

• Budget

• Mission Statement

• Demographic info

• Account history

• School W9

• Financial info

• Relevance to the company

• Assessment methods

• Goals

• Project timeline

Commonly requested 
documents

Just like you tell your students, DON’T procrastinate. 
Stay ahead of the deadline. 

This list consists of documents that I had to submit for 
past grants - your specific grants may be different. 

Complex grants may ask for things that you could need 
help obtaining. For instance, financial data and school 
demographics 
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Find a purpose
What do you hope to achieve and how will the 
requested items help you meet that goal? 

Your purpose should be clear and focused. 
The goals should be realistic and attainable. 

Also, consider the long-term use of the project. 
If you can get miles out of the equipment it is 
more beneficial and cost effective.
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My students’ purpose
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pi-top.com

Grant follow up
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● Tell you specifically what they want to see as 
follow up

● Let you determine the follow up (which can be a 
deciding factor when it comes to approval)

Examples of follow up ideas:
● Complete a project summary
● Schedule a day where the donors can visit
● Create thank you notes signed by the students
● Provide action pictures or video
● Share data-based results 

Determine which might be the most relevant to your 
grant request to include in your application.

Most grants request 
some type of follow 
up on their award.



 © CEED Ltd. 2022

Use student quotes 
in the follow up…

“I have learned to be more 
creative and self confident in 

what I can make.” 
  

-  K. G. 12th grade

“When I see the kids receive their 
hands, I feel really good about it. We 

improved their lives a little, and it 
also made me a little more confident 
in my own abilities (something that I 

really lacked before). It makes me 
feel grateful towards the kids; 

they’re helping me just as much as 
I’m helping them.”  

- A. M. 12th grade 

“I was extremely captivated by 
the desire to continue helping 

others. It changed my 
ambitions and careers I wished 

to pursue. Creating 
inexpensive prosthetics for 
those in need is something I 
hope to continue long after I 

leave Ms. Myers’ class.” 

- G.M 12th grade
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Final grant 
writing tips 

Be sure to follow all requirements, answer all 
questions, and stay within the guidelines or your 
proposal can be discarded.

Have a few people proofread your proposal to 
check spelling/ grammar, and to be sure that the 
objectives are clear.

Keep copies of all the grants you write for future 
grant proposals then-- COPY AND PASTE. 
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Grant follow up - Sample 1
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Sample 
Budget
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Grant 
Application 
Sample 2
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Grant application - Sample 2
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Grant application - Sample 2
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Grant application - Sample 3
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Grant application - Sample 3
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District 
Records
Sample 
Form
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Thank you!
Any questions?

Marielle Myers Wells 
Content Specialist

marielle@pi-top.com 

pi-top.com 


