Science Behind
Language Learning

Are some languages harder to learn
than others?



TURES
#04 MANGO ' AL CUAGE

—_—

What is...

The Foreign
Service Institute?

FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE
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FSI Language Categories

DISTINGUISHED
%A@TFL

SUPERIOR

*C2 on CEFR scale
ADVANCED HIGH
ADVANCED MID
ADVANCED LOW
INTERMEDIATE HIGH

INTERMEDIATE MID
INTERMEDIATE LOW
NOVICE HIGH

NOVICE MID
NOVICE LOW
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FSI Language Categories

Easiest

Category Il Languages

Category lll Languages

Category IV Languages Hardest
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Category | Languages

Easy languages; most similar to English

Category |

24-30 weeks (600-750 class hours)*

@ Danish @ Dutch @ French
@ ltalian @ Norwegian @ Portuguese
@ Romanian @ Spanish @ Swedish

0 = COURSES AVAILABLE ON MANGO

*based on intensive language courses, e.qg., 5 hours per day, Monday - Friday

Science Behind Language Learning: Are Some Languages Harder to Learn than Others?

P.7



Proto-Indo-European

I
! ! ! !

Indo-Iranian Hellenic Celtic Romance Balto Slawc Germanlc

Indic/\ . Greek Polllsh/l>usman
Iranian Serbo-Croatian
/\ Manx Scottish Latin

Irish North Germanic
Avestan  Old Persian Welsh
/\. West Norse East Norse
Farsi Kurdish /\ /\
Norwegian Icelandic Swedish Danish
Sanskrit Erench Spanish Portuguese lItalian West Germanic
Romanian
Bengali iarati
UrduGUJaratl
Hindi
3 Old Dutch Middle High German
English /% /\
Flemish Afrikaans German
Dutch Yiddish
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Proto-Indo-European
!
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Germanic

North Germanic

— T

West Norse East Norse

P

Norwegian Icelandic Swedish Danish

West Germanic

English

Old Dutch Middle High German
FIemmmans Germa/n\
Dutch Yiddish
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Proto-Indo-European
!

English

!

Germanic

North Germanic

— T

West Norse East Norse

P

Norwegian Icelandic Swedish Danish

West Germanic

Old Dutch Middle High German
FIemis{hfrikaanS Gerr‘na{\
Dutch Yiddish
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Category | Languages

Dutch: Het is niet warm in de winter.

It Is not warm In the winter.

Swedish: Det dar ar min syster, Anki.
That's my sister, AnKi.
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Proto-Indo-European

T_l

Romance

Latin

French Spanish Portuguese lItalian

Romanian

"
English
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Proto-Indo-European

T_l

Romance

Latin

French Spanish Portuguese Italian

Romanian

)
English
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Category | Languages

Family
Spanish familia
Italian famiglia

French famille

Portuguese familia

Romanian familie
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Category | Languages

Category |

24-30 weeks (600-750 class hours)*

M Danish M Dutch M French B 30 weeks

M Italian M Norwegian M Portuguese B 24 weeks

B Romanian M Spanish B Swedish
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Category Il Languages

Somewhat easy languages

Category |l

36 weeks (900 class hours)

@ German

@ Haitian Creole

@ Indonesian

@ Malay

@ Swabhili

0 = COURSES AVAILABLE ON MANGO
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A fabulous spring.

Una prir
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navera fantastica.
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Proto-Indo-European
!
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Germanic

North Germanic

— T

West Norse East Norse

P R

Norwegian Icelandic Swedish Danish

West Germanic

English

Old Dutch Middle High German
FIemmmans Gern‘m/n\
Dutch Yiddish
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Category Il Languages

German: Hier ist mein Vater.
Here is my father.
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German Morphology

Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural
Nominative der der Mann die die Frau das das Méadchen die die Manner
Genitive des des Mann der der Frau des des Madchens der der Manner
Dative dem dem Mann der der Frau dem dem Médchen den [ den Mannern
Accusative den den Mannes die die Frau das die Méadchen die die Manner

die Frauen

der Frauen

den Frauen

die Frauen

die Madchen

der Madchen

den Madchen

die Madchen

Die Mutter gibt dem Bruder des Madchens das Buch.
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German Morphology

Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural
Nominative der der Mann die die Frau das das Madchen die die Manner die Frauen die Madchen
Genitive des des Mann der der Frau des des Madchens der der Manner der Frauen der Madchen
Dative dem dem Mann der der Frau dem dem Médchen den [ den Mannern den Frauen den Madchen
Accusative den den Mannes die die Frau das die Méadchen die die Manner die Frauen die Madchen

Die Mutter gibt dem Bruder des Madchens das Buch.

nominative

dative

genitive

accusative
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Category lll Languages

Hard languages; “languages with significant linguistic
and/or cultural differences from English”

Category lll

44 weeks (1100 class hours)
Albanian Ambharic @ Armenian @ Azerbajiani
@ Bengali Bulgarian Burmese @ Czech
@ Dari Estonian @ Farsi @ Finnish
Georgian @ Greek @ Hebrew @ Hindi
@ Hungarian @ Icelandic @ Kazakh Khmer
Kurdish Kyrgyz Lao Latvian
Lithuanian Macedonian Mongolian Nepali
@ Polish @ Russian @ Serbo-Croatian Sinhala
@ Slovak Slovenian Somali @ Tagalog
Tajiki @ Tamil @ Telugu @ Thai
Tibetan @ Turkish Turkmen @ Ukrainian
@ Urdu @ Uzbek @ Vietnamese

0 = COURSES AVAILABLE ON MANGO

A French
A

LEARN  EXPLORE  TOOLS

[» Resume Learning

Daly R

Main Units

1 i

Potawatomi

Cherokee

A fabulous spring.

Spanish (Latin American)

Espafol, Latino

Una primavera fantastica.

000
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Category lll Languages
@ Bengali

RN MRET TRSFTS ACE AF6T YT S SFINRG
FIRF FE@ Ira] PFrafe

Greek

MaBaivw EAANVIKA oTo IVIEPVET e To Mavyko.

@ Russian

A roBopto M NOHMMAKD MO-PYCCKN.
A y4uy pyccku no kypcy MaHro.
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Category lll Languages

Semantic Root
Related to the concept of writing

gyl

“writing”

2.N.2

mlgk

“he wrote”

niionhy

“to dictate (a letter)”
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(oF:1-1-Y Ending Example Word Example Sentence

Nominative (unmarked) haz house Ott egy haz. There is a house.

Accusative -t/-at/-ot/-et/-6t hazat Vettiink egy hazat. We bought a house.

Dative -nak/-nek haznak Péternek adtam a tollam. | gave my pen to Peter.

Genitive -nak/-nek a/az haznak a A haznak az ajtaja kék. The door of the house is blue.

Instrumental-comitative -val/-vel héazzal Péterrel mentem autéval. | went by car with Peter.

Causal-final -ért hazert Mennyit fizettél a hazért? How much did you pay for the house?

Translative -va/-vé hazza Hézza alakult a régi Gzlet. The old shop was turned into a house.

Terminative -ig hazig Négy o6raig a hazig ért. She got to the house in four hours.

Essive-formal -ként hazként Allatként viselkedett. He behaved like an animal.

Essive-modal -ul/-al kutyaul dog Kutyaul érzem magam. | feel like a dog. (I feel ill.)

Inessive -ban/-ben héazban Senki sincs a hazban. There’s nobody in the house.

Superessive -n/-on/-en/-6n hazon Uj kémény van a hazon. There’s a new chimney on the house.

Adessive -nal/-nél haznal Az auto a haznal parkol. The car is parked at the house.

lllative -ba/-be hazba Senkit ne enged] a hazba. Don't let anyone into the house.

Sublative -ra/-re hazra Egy madar repiilt a hazra. A bird flew onto the house.

Allative -hoz/-hez/-héz hazhoz Odamentiink a hazhoz. We went (right) to the house.

Ablative -tol/tdl Pétertol f:ats:e) Kaptam egy tollat Pétertdl. I've got a pen from Peter.

Elative -bol/-bsl hazbol Egy lany jott ki a hazbol. A girl came (from/) out of the house.

Delative r61/-r6 hazrol g:frﬁl, beszél, aki leesett a z—(lje(jr:aflrl;irné;/)a:g::]:irsoz?, who fell Table ada ted from

Formal -képp(en)/-ként masképpen other En masképpen csinalnam. | would do it the other way around (dif- H p
ferently). dailymagyar.wordpress.com

Temporal -kor hétkor seven Hétkor szoktam kelni. | usually get up at seven

Science Behind Language Learning: Are Some Languages Harder to Learn t P.25
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Thai Classifiers

Clothing, animals, letters, numbers, chairs, tables piece of cloth (scarves, towels, bed sheets)

61 N e ALT

dtua phun

az

boats, planes i
o ~ o crs and ehlcles except lioa:[s or planes
lam khan
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Thai Classifiers
.y piece of cloth (scarves, towels, bed sheets)
WL

phun

How many scarves do you want?

DV WU ADANU?
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Tonal Languages

Ny maaf mid tone “to come”
10 maa3 high tone “horse”
WA maa4 rising tone “dog”
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Category IV Languages

Super hard languages
“exceptionally difficult for native English speakers”

Category IV

88 weeks (2200 class hours)

@ Arabic

@ Chinese - Cantonese

@ Chinese - Mandarin

@ Japanese

@ Korean

0 = COURSES AVAILABLE ON MANGO

Science Behind Language Learning: Are Some Languages Harder to Learn than Others?

P.29



B maNGo ' ADVENTURES

Category IV Languages

O
o

Arabic

3
\
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Japanese Writing System

JL—ILZESTF>T. EVUVLWHZERBEZXEU £ S5,

JIL—ILESF->T. EVCWHZERLEZEU £ S5,

Katakana

J—IL%ZESF>T. EUVLVLWHZRBEZXEU &£ S5,

IL—IV&ESF>C. EUWVWHEIZRBEEXU & S5,
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Korean Writing System
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Korean Writing System

Xz eh=8 220 Ao K.

Hangul — “the Korean alphabet”

r =-r— of

eu

Geul

[k
Ul

Hang(e)ul
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Korean Pronunciation

=  /tal/  daughter
=t /tal/ moon

e /t"al/ mask
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Arabic

foe Azl ae dlyla 40
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Category IV Languages

Super hard languages
“exceptionally difficult for native English speakers”
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Category IV f  ommw v -

Main Units

88 weeks (2200 class hours) — = [ ) -

@ Arabic @ Chinese - Cantonese @ Chinese - Mandarin

A fabulous spring.

Spanish (Latin American)

Una prir

000

UECIERCINCEGCCNN I Spanish{latin American) = EEEEE—.

@ Japanese @ Korean

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

0 = COURSES AVAILABLE ON MANGO
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Category lll

Category |

24-30 weeks (600-750 class hours)*

@ Danish @ Dutch @ French
@ ltalian @ Norwegian @ Portuguese
@ Romanian @ Spanish @ Swedish

Category I

36 weeks (900 class hours)

@ German

@ Haitian Creole

@ Indonesian

@ Malay

@ Swahili

Category IV

88 weeks (2200 class hours)

@ Arabic

@ Chinese - Cantonese

@ Chinese - Mandarin

@ Japanese

@ Korean

44 weeks (1100 class hours)
Albanian Ambharic @ Armenian @ Azerbajiani
@ Bengali Bulgarian Burmese @ Czech
@ Dari Estonian @ Farsi @ Finnish
Georgian @ Greek @ Hebrew @ Hindi
@ Hungarian @ Icelandic @ Kazakh Khmer
Kurdish Kyrgyz Lao Latvian
Lithuanian Macedonian Mongolian Nepali
@ Polish @ Russian @ Serbo-Croatian Sinhala
@ Slovak Slovenian Somali @ Tagalog
Tajiki @ Tamil @ Telugu @ Thai
Tibetan @ Turkish Turkmen @ Ukrainian
@ Urdu @ Uzbek @ Vietnamese
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MANGO

mangolanguages.com

next language adventure®
scan this QR«code >




