


side from Asian giant hornets which have garnered much attention lately, other
native or established hornets and wasps like yellow jackets and bald-faced
hornets can be of concern around the home. Stinging insects send more than
half a million people to emergency rooms each year and most of these stings are caused
by wasps and hornets. Summer is the time when these stinging insects increase in
numbers in both rural and urban environments across North America.

Asian Giant Hornet

The Asian giant hornet, dubbed “murder hornets” by the media, have gotten a lot of
recent attention because of their introduction into the United States. As of May 2020,
only four specimens of Asian giant hornets have been found in Washington State and

a colony was destroyed across the border in Canada. They are the largest species of
hornets in the world, reaching up to 2 inches in size. They are particularly concerning for
honeybees and their keepers because a few Asian giant hornets can destroy an entire
honeybee colony in a few hours by literally cutting their heads off with their mandibles.
The hornets then will use the honeybee bodies to feed their young in their nests. There
Is not much concern about this species right now because it has not established in the
United States and there is no evidence of it spreading beyond Washington.

Yellowjackets
Yellowjacket queens' mate in the fall and spend the winter months overwintering in a
protected spot, often in structural voids. When they emerge the spring, the queens begin >
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