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Why not build a website 
from scratch?
If you take any random selection of websites, you’ll see the same types of interfaces and features 
appearing again and again. Most websites have menus to navigate content, unique URLs for 
individual pages, and features for content editors to log in and build new pages, and upload images 
îŠē�ǛŕĚƙȦ��ƭĿŕēĿŠĳ�îŕŕ�ūĲ�ƥĺĿƙ�ĲƑūŞ�ƙČƑîƥČĺ�ĚǄĚƑǋ�ƥĿŞĚ�ǋūƭ�ČƑĚîƥĚ�î�ǅĚċƙĿƥĚ�Ŀƙ�ĚǊƥƑĚŞĚŕǋ�ĿŠĚĲǛČĿĚŠƥȦ�

~Š�ƥĺĚ�ǜĿƎƙĿēĚȡ�ĳūĿŠĳ�ǅĿƥĺ�î�ČūūŒĿĚȹČƭƥƥĚƑȡ�ūŠĚȹƙĿǕĚȹǛƥƙ�îŕŕ�ƙūŕƭƥĿūŠ�ĿƙŠɄƥ�ŞƭČĺ�ċĚƥƥĚƑ�ȶ�ǅĿƥĺūƭƥ�
ƙƭĲǛČĿĚŠƥ�ǜĚǊĿċĿŕĿƥǋȡ�ǋūƭɄŕŕ�ƙƎĚŠē�ǄîŕƭîċŕĚ�ēĚǄĚŕūƎŞĚŠƥ�ƥĿŞĚ�îŠē�ĚĲĲūƑƥ�ƥƑǋĿŠĳ�ƥū�ƑĚĚŠĳĿŠĚĚƑ�ƥĺĿŠĳƙ�ƙū�
they work and look as you want them to.

The solution lies somewhere in the middle: you want a framework that supports your development 
efforts without restricting them and gives you a baseline set of functionality that you can take and run 
ǅĿƥĺȡ�ĺūǅĚǄĚƑ�ǋūƭ�ƙĚĚ�ǛƥȦ�

'ƑƭƎîŕ�ēūĚƙ�ŏƭƙƥ�ƥĺîƥȡ�ƎƑūǄĿēĿŠĳ�î�ǜĚǊĿċŕĚȡ�ĚǊƥĚŠƙĿċŕĚ�ĲūƭŠēîƥĿūŠ�ĲūƑ�îŕŕ�ƙūƑƥƙ�ūĲ� 
ēĿĳĿƥîŕ�ĚǊƎĚƑĿĚŠČĚƙȦ
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Drupal 101
What is Drupal?

'ƑƭƎîŕ�Ŀƙ�î�ēĿĳĿƥîŕ�ĚǊƎĚƑĿĚŠČĚ�ƎŕîƥĲūƑŞ�ȳ'Ǌ¡ȴȡ�ǅĺĿČĺ�Ŀƙ�ĚƙƙĚŠƥĿîŕŕǋ�î�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ŞîŠîĳĚŞĚŠƥ�ƙǋƙƥĚŞ� 
on steroids. 

Like other platforms, Drupal does more than just let you build websites—it also integrates with your 
Ĳƭŕŕ�ŞîƑŒĚƥĿŠĳ�îŠē�îŠîŕǋƥĿČƙ�ƥūūŕƙĚƥȡ�îŕŕūǅƙ�ēĚČūƭƎŕĚē�îŠē�ēĿƙƥƑĿċƭƥĚē�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ƎƭċŕĿƙĺĿŠĳ�ǅūƑŒǜūǅƙȡ�
îŠē�ƙƭƎƎūƑƥƙ�ƥĺĚ�ēĚǄĚŕūƎŞĚŠƥ�ūĲ�ǅĚċ�îƎƎƙ�îŠē�ūƥĺĚƑ�ƑĿČĺ�ĿŠƥĚƑîČƥĿǄĚ�ĚǊƎĚƑĿĚŠČĚƙȦ�

'ƑƭƎîŕ�ĺîƙ�ŕūƥƙ�ūĲ�ċĚŠĚǛƥƙȠ

• GŕĚǊĿċŕĚȡ�ĚîƙǋȹƥūȹƭƙĚ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�îƭƥĺūƑĿŠĳ�ƥūūŕƙ

• “Create once, publish anywhere” approach

• OĿĳĺŕǋ�ČƭƙƥūŞĿǕîċŕĚ�ĲĚîƥƭƑĚƙĚƥ

• gîƑĳĚ�ŠƭŞċĚƑ�ūĲ�ĲƑĚĚŕǋ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ŞūēƭŕĚƙ�ȳîēēȹūŠ�ĲƭŠČƥĿūŠîŕĿƥǋȴ

• Innovation, powered by a massive, engaged community

 
~ŠĚ�ŞîŏūƑ�îēǄîŠƥîĳĚ�Ŀƥ�ĺîƙ�ūǄĚƑ�ūƥĺĚƑ�ƎŕîƥĲūƑŞƙ�Ŀƙ�ƥĺĚ�ĲîČƥ�ƥĺîƥ�ĿƥɄƙ�ƙū�ǜĚǊĿċŕĚȵǅĺĿŕĚ�Şūƙƥ�ūƥĺĚƑ�
ƎŕîƥĲūƑŞƙ�ĲūČƭƙ�ūŠ�ƙĚƑǄĿŠĳ�î�ƙƎĚČĿǛČ�ƭƙĚ�ČîƙĚȡ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ǅîƙ�ēĚƙĿĳŠĚē�ƥū�îČČūŞŞūēîƥĚ�ǅĺîƥĚǄĚƑ�ƥǋƎĚ�
of project you can dream of.

¤Ěîē�ŞūƑĚ�îċūƭƥ�ƥĺĚ�ċĚŠĚǛƥƙ�ĺĚƑĚ.

https://evolvingweb.ca/why-drupal
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Overview of Drupal  
functionality
 
Flexible features for building a rich user experience:

•  Viewsȡ�î�ÀT�ƥūūŕ�ƥū�ĚîƙĿŕǋ�ČƑĚîƥĚ�ēǋŠîŞĿČ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ŕĿƙƥĿŠĳƙ�ĿŠ�î�ǄîƑĿĚƥǋ�ūĲ�ĲūƑŞîƥƙ�ȳĚȦĳȦ�ŕîƥĚƙƥ�
ŠĚǅƙȡ�ŞîƎ�ūĲ�ŕūČîƥĿūŠƙȡ�ĚǄĚŠƥƙ�ČîŕĚŠēîƑȡ�ŕĿƙƥ�ūĲ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ƑĚČūŞŞĚŠēîƥĿūŠƙȴ

•  Customizable blocks�ȳîŒî�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ČūŞƎūŠĚŠƥƙȴ�ƥū�ČƑĚîƥĚ�Čîŕŕƙ�ƥū�îČƥĿūŠȡ�ċîŠŠĚƑƙȡ�
promotional cards, featured content items, etc. that content editors can use to build pages

• Role-based security�îŕŕūǅƙ�ǋūƭ�ƥū�ČƑĚîƥĚ�ĳƑîŠƭŕîƑ�ƭƙĚƑ�ƑūŕĚƙ�ǅĿƥĺ�ČūŠǛĳƭƑîċŕĚ�ƎĚƑŞĿƙƙĿūŠƙ

•  Built-in multilingual support allows you can install Drupal in any language, or enable 
ŞƭŕƥĿƎŕĚ�ŕîŠĳƭîĳĚƙ�îŠē�ƥƑîŠƙŕîƥĚ�îŕŕ�ǋūƭƑ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�îŠē�ČūŠǛĳƭƑîƥĿūŠ

•  Flexible navigation systemȡ�îŕŕūǅĿŠĳ�ƙĿƥĚ�îēŞĿŠĿƙƥƑîƥūƑƙ�ƥū�îēēȡ�ƭƎēîƥĚȡ�îŠē�ƑĚūƑĳîŠĿǕĚ�
navigation menus as needed

•  Drupal’s search module�ƎƑūǄĿēĚƙ�ċîƙĿČ�ĲƭŕŕȹƥĚǊƥ�ƙĚîƑČĺ�îŠē�ǛŕƥĚƑĿŠĳ�ċǋ�ƥîǊūŠūŞǋȡ�îŠē�ČîŠ�ċĚ�
integrated with Views so that any list of content becomes a search interface
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Content management features that content editors will love:

• A WYSIWYG authoring and editing tool with the ability to add rich media

•  Layout Builder:�î�ƎūǅĚƑĲƭŕ�ŠūȹČūēĚ�ƙūŕƭƥĿūŠ�ƥū�ĚîƙĿŕǋ�ċƭĿŕē�ĚŠĳîĳĿŠĳ�ƎîĳĚƙ�ǅĿƥĺ�ƥĚŞƎŕîƥĚē�
ŕîǋūƭƥƙ�îŠē�ēƑîĳȹîŠēȹēƑūƎ�ÀT�ĲūƑ�ƎŕîČĿŠĳ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ƎîĳĚ

•  Authoring tools allow content editors and admins to easily search for, draft, edit, preview, 
archive, publish and update content

•   ƭƙƥūŞĿǕîċŕĚ�ǅūƑŒǜūǅƙ and approvals, as well as revisions, so that you can track every 
content update and revert back to a previous version

•  Media supports ŕūČîŕ�îƭēĿūȡ�ǄĿēĚūȡ�ĿŞîĳĚƙȡ�ǛŕĚƙȡ�îƙ�ǅĚŕŕ�îƙ�ƑĚŞūƥĚ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ĲƑūŞ�Þūƭ¹ƭċĚȡ�
Vimeo, Twitter, etc.

•  Media Library�îŕŕūǅƙ�ƭƙĚƑƙ�ƥū�îēē�ĚǊĿƙƥĿŠĳ�ŞĚēĿî�îƙƙĚƥƙ�ƥū�î�ƙĿƥĚ�îƙ�ǅĚŕŕ�îƙ�ƭƎŕūîē�ŠĚǅ�
items directly into the library

Features that make Drupal secure, accessible, and 
enterprise-ready

• ��¡TȹǛƑƙƥ�îƑČĺĿƥĚČƥƭƑĚ�ŞĚîŠƙ�ƥĺîƥ�ǋūƭ�ČîŠ�ĲĚĚē�ēîƥî�ĲƑūŞ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ƥū�ƥĺĿƑēȹƎîƑƥǋ�ƙǋƙƥĚŞƙ�
ƭƙĿŠĳ�î�c¬~s�ĲĚĚē�ūƑ�¤/¬¹��¡T

• Migrate system allows you to feed data into Drupal

• Accessibility�ČūŞƎŕĿîŠČĚ�ūƭƥȹūĲȹƥĺĚȹċūǊ�ȳØ �H���ȴ

• Performance�ūƎƥĿŞĿǕĚē�ČîČĺĿŠĳ�ŞĚČĺîŠĿƙŞƙ

•  Theme system�îŕŕūǅƙ�ǋūƭ�ƥū�ČƑĚîƥĚ�î�ČūŞƎŕĚƥĚŕǋ�ČƭƙƥūŞȡ�ƑĚƙƎūŠƙĿǄĚ�ĲƑūŠƥȹĚŠēȡ�ċƭĿŕƥ�
according to your brand guidelines and using your framework of choice

• Recommended add-on (contrib) modules

•  Webform:�/îƙǋȹƥūȹƭƙĚ�ĲūƑŞ�ċƭĿŕēĚƑ�ƥū�ČƑĚîƥĚ�îŠǋƥĺĿŠĳ�ĲƑūŞ�î�ƙĿŞƎŕĚ�ČūŠƥîČƥ�ĲūƑŞ�ūƑ�ƙƭƑǄĚǋ�
ƥū�ČūŞƎŕĚǊȡ�ŞƭŕƥĿȹƙƥĚƎ�îƎƎŕĿČîƥĿūŠ�ĲūƑŞƙ

• Scheduler: Schedule when your content is published in advance

• Pathauto:� ƭƙƥūŞĿǕîċŕĚȡ�ƭƙĚƑȹĲƑĿĚŠēŕǋ�À¤gƙ

• Metatag:� ūŠǛĳƭƑîċŕĚ�ŞĚƥîƥîĳƙ�ĲūƑ�ĚǄĚƑǋ�ƎĿĚČĚ�ūĲ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ

•  Search API:���Ƒūċƭƙƥ�ƙĚîƑČĺ�ĚǊƎĚƑĿĚŠČĚ�îŠē�ĿŠƥĚĳƑîƥĿūŠ�ǅĿƥĺ�ĚŠƥĚƑƎƑĿƙĚȹĳƑîēĚ�ƙĚîƑČĺ�ĚŠĳĿŠĚƙ�
ȳ/ŕîƙƥĿČƙĚîƑČĺ�ūƑ�¬ūŕƑȴ
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Key Drupal Terminology
Here are some common terms you’ll come across when reading 
îċūƭƥ�'ƑƭƎîŕȦ�Þūƭ�ČîŠ�ǛŠē�î�full glossary over at Drupal.org.

•    Node:���ƥĚŞƎŕîƥĚ�ĲūƑ�î�ƙƎĚČĿǛČ�ƥǋƎĚ�ūĲ�ŠūēĚ�ȳċŕūĳ�Ǝūƙƥȡ�ĚǄĚŠƥ�ŕĿƙƥĿŠĳȡ�ŕîŠēĿŠĳ�ƎîĳĚȡ�
ĚƥČȦȴ�Àƙƭîŕŕǋ�ĚîČĺ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ƥǋƎĚ�ĺîƙ�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǛĚŕēƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƭƥĺūƑƙ�ƭƙĚ�ƥū�ČƑĚîƥĚ�ĿƥȦ���ƎĿĚČĚ�
of content. Usually, every node has a unique URL.

•  Content type:���ƥĚŞƎŕîƥĚ�ĲūƑ�î�ƙƎĚČĿǛČ�ƥǋƎĚ�ūĲ�ŠūēĚ�ȳċŕūĳ�Ǝūƙƥȡ�ĚǄĚŠƥ�ŕĿƙƥĿŠĳȡ�ŕîŠēĿŠĳ�
ƎîĳĚȡ�ĚƥČȦȴ�Àƙƭîŕŕǋ�ĚîČĺ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ƥǋƎĚ�ĺîƙ�î�ƙĚƥ�ūĲ�ǛĚŕēƙ�ƥĺîƥ�îƭƥĺūƑƙ�ƭƙĚ�ƥū�ČƑĚîƥĚ�ĿƥȦ

•  Taxonomy:�×ūČîċƭŕîƑĿĚƙ�îŠē�ƥĚƑŞƙ�ƭƙĚē�ƥū�ūƑĳîŠĿǕĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥȦ�GūƑ�ĚǊîŞƎŕĚȡ�ƥĺĿƙ�Ŀƙ�
ǅĺîƥ�îŕŕūǅƙ�ǋūƭ�ƥū�ƥîĳ�îŠē�ČîƥĚĳūƑĿǕĚ�ċŕūĳ�Ǝūƙƥƙ�ūƑ�ŠĚǅƙ�ĿƥĚŞƙȦ

•  View:���ŕĿƙƥ�ūĲ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ȳî�ƙĿŞƎŕĚ�ŠĚǅƙ�ŕĿƙƥ�ūƑ�î�ŞūƑĚ�ĚǊČĿƥĿŠĳ�ŕĿƙƥ�ŕĿŒĚ�î�ŞîƎ�ūƑ� 
î�ČîŕĚŠēîƑȴ

•  Module: Code that you can add to your Drupal website to enable new functionality

• Theme:�'ĚǛŠĚƙ�ƥĺĚ�ŕîǋūƭƥ�îŠē�ēĚƙĿĳŠ�ūĲ�ƥĺĚ�ƭƙĚƑ�ĿŠƥĚƑĲîČĚ

•  Block:� ūŠƥîĿŠĚƑ�ĲūƑ�ēĿƙƎŕîǋĿŠĳ�îŠǋƥĺĿŠĳ�ūŠ�î�ƎîĳĚ�ȳƥĺĚ�ƙĚîƑČĺ�ĲūƑŞȡ�ƥĺĚ�ŕūĳūȡ�ƥĺĚ�
ČūƎǋƑĿĳĺƥ�ŠūƥĿČĚ�ĿŠ�ƥĺĚ�ĲūūƥĚƑȴ

•  Permission:���ƥîƙŒ�ƥĺîƥ�î�ƭƙĚƑ�ČîŠ�ēū�ȳĚȦĳȦ�ǄĿĚǅĿŠĳ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥȡ�ƎūƙƥĿŠĳ�î�ČūŞŞĚŠƥȡ�
ĚēĿƥĿŠĳ�îŠ�ĚǄĚŠƥȴ

• Role:���ƥǋƎĚ�ūĲ�ƭƙĚƑ�ȳĚȦĳȦ�îƭƥĺūƑȡ�ĚēĿƥūƑȡ�ūƑ�ŞĚŞċĚƑȴ

• Drupal core:�¹ĺĚ�ūƭƥȹūĲȹƥĺĚȹċūǊ�ĲĚîƥƭƑĚƙ�îŠē�ĲƭŠČƥĿūŠîŕĿƥǋ�ƥĺîƥ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ƎƑūǄĿēĚƙ

•  Contrib module:��ēēȹūŠ�ĲƭŠČƥĿūŠîŕĿƥǋȡ�ŞîēĚ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ċǋ�ƥĺĚ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ČūŞŞƭŠĿƥǋ

•  Custom module:��ēēȹūŠ�ĲƭŠČƥĿūŠîŕĿƥǋȡ�ċƭĿŕƥ�ĿŠȹĺūƭƙĚ�ƥū�îēēƑĚƙƙ�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚĚē�ĲūƑ�î�ƙƎĚČĿǛČ�
ƎƑūŏĚČƥ�ȳĚȦĳȦ�î�ŞūēƭŕĚ�ƥĺîƥ�ĿŠƥĚĳƑîƥĚƙ�ǅĿƥĺ�î�ČƭƙƥūŞ� ¤qȴ

https://www.drupal.org/node/1663556
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Planning your Drupal 
project
Make your goals clear, rather than prescribing a solution

¬ƥîƑƥ�ǅĿƥĺ�ǋūƭƑ�ĚŠē�ĳūîŕ�îŠē�ǅūƑŒ�ċîČŒǅîƑēƙ�ĲƑūŞ�ƥĺĚƑĚȦ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ĺîƙ�î�ĺūƙƥ�ūĲ�ŞūēƭŕĚƙ�îŠē�ċƭĿŕƥȹĿŠ�
content editing features that you can take advantage of, so it’s well worth taking the time to properly 
assess your needs. Rather than creating detailed specs or wireframes for every authoring feature you 
ČîŠ�ƥĺĿŠŒ�ūĲȡ�ƥƑǋ�ĿŠƙƥîŕŕĿŠĳ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�îŠē�ĚǊƎĚƑĿŞĚŠƥĿŠĳ�ǅĿƥĺ�ƥĺĚ�ƥūūŕƙ�Ŀƥ�ĳĿǄĚƙ�ǋūƭ�ūƭƥȹūĲȹƥĺĚȹċūǊȦ

One way to do this is to create a prototype of your project, starting with Drupal’s core functionality, 
and then evaluate where your gaps are. Don’t be afraid to workshop things and try out some of  
ƥĺĚ�ŞūēƭŕĚƙ�ǋūƭ�ČîŠ�ǛŠē�ūŠ�Drupal.orgȦ�¡ƑūƥūƥǋƎĿŠĳ�ǄîƑĿūƭƙ�ūƎƥĿūŠƙ�ēūĚƙ�ƥîŒĚ�ƥĿŞĚȡ�ċƭƥ�ĿƥɄƙ�îŕƙū� 
ƥĺĚ�ƙĚČƑĚƥ�ƥū�ƙūȹČîŕŕĚē�ɁƥĺĿŠŒĿŠĳ�ūƭƥƙĿēĚ�ƥĺĚ�ċūǊɂȦ�/ŠČūƭƑîĳĚ�ƥĚîŞƙ�ƥū�ĿŠƥĚĳƑîƥĚ�ƎƑūƥūƥǋƎĿŠĳ�ĿŠƥū� 
ƥĺĚĿƑ�ǅūƑŒǜūǅƙȦ�

Leave time to research, test, and evaluate modules

Sometimes, the best option isn’t the most obvious. Drupal lets you do basically anything you want, 
îŠē�ƥĺĚƑĚ�îƑĚ�ƭƙƭîŕŕǋ�î�ĺūƙƥ�ūĲ�ēĿĲĲĚƑĚŠƥ�ǅîǋƙ�ƥū�ĳĚƥ�Ŀƥ�ēūŠĚȦ�HĿǄĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ēĚǄĚŕūƎĚƑƙ�ƥĿŞĚ�ƥū�Šūƥ�ūŠŕǋ�
ƑĚƙĚîƑČĺ�îǄîĿŕîċŕĚ�ƙūŕƭƥĿūŠƙȡ�ċƭƥ�îŕƙū�ƥĚƙƥ�ƥĺĚŞ�ĺîŠēƙȹūŠȦ�

 

http://Drupal.org
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Bring your team up to speed with Drupal

Everyone on your team should have a foundational understanding of key notions like accessibility, 
information architecture, and basic content management, in addition to being comfortable with 
'ƑƭƎîŕȹƙƎĚČĿǛČ�ƥĚƑŞĿŠūŕūĳǋ�îŠē�ČūŠČĚƎƥƙȦ�

�ēēĿƥĿūŠîŕŕǋȡ�ēĿĲĲĚƑĚŠƥ�ƑūŕĚƙ�ǅĿŕŕ�ŠĚĚē�ƥū�ĲîŞĿŕĿîƑĿǕĚ�ƥĺĚŞƙĚŕǄĚƙ�ǅĿƥĺ�ƙƎĚČĿǛČ�îƑĚîƙȦ�OĚƑĚɄƙ�î�ƙĺūƑƥ�ŕĿƙƥ� 
of skills different members of your team should acquire when moving to Drupal.

Project managers

• ¡ƑūŏĚČƥ�ĚƙƥĿŞîƥĿūŠ

•  Digital best practices, technologies,  
and trends

• Agile & web deployment processes

• Drupal content management tools

Content editors & marketers

• Content accessibility

• SEO best practices

•  ūŠƥĚŠƥ�ĳūǄĚƑŠîŠČĚ�ʁ�ǅūƑŒǜūǅƙ

• Content style guides

• Drupal content management tools

Site builders

•  Information architecture &  
content strategy

• Selecting modules

• �'ƑƭƎîŕ�ČūŠǛĳƭƑîƥĿūŠ�ĲƭŠēîŞĚŠƥîŕƙ�
ȳČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ƥǋƎĚƙȡ�ƥîǊūŠūŞǋȡ�ǄĿĚǅƙȴ

• ¡îƑîĳƑîƎĺƙ�ʁ�ŕîǋūƭƥ�ċƭĿŕēĚƑ

• Media and image styles

•  ūŠǛĳƭƑîƥĿūŠ�ŞîŠîĳĚŞĚŠƥ

Front-end developers

• �'ƑƭƎîŕ�ČūŠǛĳƭƑîƥĿūŠ�ĲƭŠēîŞĚŠƥîŕƙ�
ȳČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ƥǋƎĚƙȡ�ƥîǊūŠūŞǋȡ�ǄĿĚǅƙȴ

• HTML, JavaScript, SASS

• Twig templating

• Creating Drupal themes

• Atomic design

• ØĚċ�îČČĚƙƙĿċĿŕĿƥǋ

• 'ƑƭƎîŕ�ēĚǄĚŕūƎŞĚŠƥ�ǅūƑŒǜūǅƙ

Back-end developers

• �'ƑƭƎîŕ�ČūŠǛĳƭƑîƥĿūŠ�ĲƭŠēîŞĚŠƥîŕƙ�
ȳČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ƥǋƎĚƙȡ�ƥîǊūŠūŞǋȡ�ǄĿĚǅƙȴ

• Selecting modules

• � ƑĚîƥĿŠĳ�îŠē�ĚǊƥĚŠēĿŠĳ� 
Drupal modules

• 'ƑƭƎîŕ�ēĚǄĚŕūƎŞĚŠƥ�ǅūƑŒǜūǅƙ

• ØƑĿƥĿŠĳ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ŞĿĳƑîƥĿūŠƙ

• Testing and applying patches

           Interested? 
 /ǄūŕǄĿŠĳ�ØĚċ�ūĲĲĚƑƙ�ĿŠȹēĚƎƥĺ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ƥƑîĿŠĿŠĳ�ĲūƑ�ĚǄĚƑǋ�ŞĚŞċĚƑ�ūĲ�ǋūƭƑ�ƥĚîŞȦ� 
Check out our upcoming course listing!

https://evolvingweb.ca/training/upcoming


10Get started with Drupal - An introductory guide

 
Adopting Drupal
Tƙ�ǋūƭƑ�ƥĚîŞ�ƑĚîēǋ�ƥū�ƥîŒĚ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�ǛƑƙƥ�ƙƥĚƎƙ�ǅĿƥĺ�'ƑƭƎîŕȧ�OĚƑĚ�îƑĚ�ƙūŞĚ�ċĚƙƥ�ƎƑîČƥĿČĚƙ�ƥĺîƥɄŕŕ�ĺĚŕƎ�ǋūƭ�ƙĚƥ�ƥĺĿŠĳƙ�
ƭƎ�ĿŠ�î�ǅîǋ�ƥĺîƥ�ŒĚĚƎƙ�ƥĺĿŠĳƙ�ƑƭŠŠĿŠĳ�ƙŞūūƥĺŕǋȦ

Don’t start with your biggest build!

�ĚĲūƑĚ�ǋūƭ�ƙƥîƑƥ�ƑĚċƭĿŕēĿŠĳ�ǋūƭƑ�ĚŠƥĿƑĚ�ƎūƑƥĲūŕĿū�ūĲ�ǅĚċƙĿƥĚƙ�ĲƑūŞ�ƙČƑîƥČĺȡ�ĿƥɄƙ�ƎƑūċîċŕǋ�î�ĳūūē�ĿēĚî�ƥū�ĳĚƥ�î�
ĳƑîƙƎ�ūŠ�ƥĺĚ�ċîƙĿČƙ�ĿŠ�î�ŞūƑĚ�ĲūƑĳĿǄĿŠĳ�ƙČĚŠîƑĿūȦ�TĲ�ǋūƭɄē�ŕĿŒĚ�î�ƙîŠēċūǊ�ĿŠ�ǅĺĿČĺ�ƥū�Ǝŕîǋ�îƑūƭŠē�ǅĿƥĺ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�
îŠē�ŕĚîƑŠ�ƥĺĚ�ƑūƎĚƙȡ�ƥĺĚƑĚ�îƑĚ�î�ČūƭƎŕĚ�ūĲ�ūƎƥĿūŠƙȠ

• ØūƑŒ�ǅĿƥĺ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ŕūČîŕŕǋ�ūŠ�ǋūƭƑ�ČūŞƎƭƥĚƑȡ�ĿŠƙƥîŕŕĿŠĳ�ƥūūŕƙ�ŕĿŒĚ�×Ŀƙƭîŕ�¬ƥƭēĿū� ūēĚ�ȳinstructions here)

•  ƑĚîƥĚ�î�ƥĚƙƥ�ƙĿƥĚ�ĿŠ�ƥĺĚ�Čŕūƭē�ȳŠū�ŕūČîŕ�ĿŠƙƥîŕŕîƥĿūŠ�ƑĚƐƭĿƑĚēȴ�ǅĿƥĺ�î�ĲƑĚĚ�ƥƑĿîŕ�ĲƑūŞ�Pantheon

Spend time on design and user experience

ØĺĚŠ�ǋūƭ�ƥĺĿŠŒ�îċūƭƥ�ǋūƭƑ�ǅĚċƙĿƥĚɄƙ�ēĚƙĿĳŠ�îŠē�ÀÝȡ�ǅĺîƥ�ǛƑƙƥ�ČūŞĚƙ�ƥū�ŞĿŠē�Ŀƙ�ƭƙƭîŕŕǋ�ƥĺĚ�ƎƭċŕĿČȹĲîČĿŠĳ�
ƙĿēĚȦ��ƭƥ�ǋūƭƑ�ƙĿƥĚ�ĺîƙ�îŠūƥĺĚƑ�ŒĿŠē�ūĲ�ƭƙĚƑ�ƥĺîƥɄƙ�ŏƭƙƥ�îƙ�ĿŞƎūƑƥîŠƥȠ�ĿŠƥĚƑŠîŕ�ƥĚîŞ�ŞĚŞċĚƑƙ�ǅĺū�ČƑĚîƥĚȡ�
ƎƭċŕĿƙĺȡ�ŞîĿŠƥîĿŠ�îŠē�ŞîŠĿƎƭŕîƥĚ�Ŀƥƙ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥƙȦ�

qîŒĚ�ƙƭƑĚ�ƥū�ĚƙƥîċŕĿƙĺ�ĳūūē�ČūŞŞƭŠĿČîƥĿūŠ�ċĚƥǅĚĚŠ�ǅĚċƙĿƥĚ�ŞîŠîĳĚƑƙ�îŠē�ēĚǄĚŕūƎĚƑƙȦ���Şƭƥƭîŕ�
ƭŠēĚƑƙƥîŠēĿŠĳ�ūĲ�ĚîČĺ�ūƥĺĚƑɄƙ�ŠĚĚēƙ�îŠē�ǅūƑŒǜūǅƙ�ČîŠ�ĺĚŕƎ�ƙƥƑĚîŞŕĿŠĚ�ĚǄĚƑǋƥĺĿŠĳ�ĲƑūŞ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥ�ƎƭċŕĿČîƥĿūŠ�
ƥū�ƥîǊūŠūŞǋ�ŞîŠîĳĚŞĚŠƥȦ

https://evolvingweb.ca/install-drupal
https://pantheon.io/
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Create a set of best practices for your designers, developers, 
and content editors

�ēūƎƥĿŠĳ�î�ŠĚǅ�ƥĚČĺŠūŕūĳǋ�ŞĚîŠƙ�ƑĚǄĿƙĿƥĿŠĳ�ĚǊĿƙƥĿŠĳ�ƎƑūČĚƙƙĚƙ�îŠē�ǅūƑŒǜūǅƙ�îŠē�îēîƎƥĿŠĳ�ƥĺĚŞ�
ƥū�ƥĺĚ�ŠĚǅ�ČūŠƥĚǊƥȦ�~ĲƥĚŠƥĿŞĚƙȡ�ċƭĿŕēĿŠĳ�ƙūŞĚƥĺĿŠĳ�ŠĚǅ�Ŀƙ�ƥĺĚ�Ěîƙǋ�ƎîƑƥ�ȶ�ǅĺîƥ�ČîŠ�ċĚ�ēĿĲǛČƭŕƥȡ�
ĚƙƎĚČĿîŕŕǋ�ĿŠ�ŕîƑĳĚ�ūƑĳîŠĿǕîƥĿūŠƙȡ�Ŀƙ�ČĺîŠĳĿŠĳ�ƎƑūČĚƙƙĚƙȦ�

�Ě�îĳĿŕĚ�îŠē�ūƎĚŠ�ƥū�ČĺîŠĳĚȡ�îŠē�ēūŠɄƥ�ċĚ�îĲƑîĿē�ƥū�ČĺîŕŕĚŠĳĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ƥĚîŞɄƙ�ƎƑĚČūŠČĚĿǄĚē�ĿēĚîƙȦ� 
If you’re getting started with Drupal, think of it as a clean slate.

¬Ěƥ�ƭƎ�î�ēĚǄĚŕūƎŞĚŠƥ�ǅūƑŒǜūǅ

TŠ�ƥĺĚ�ƙîŞĚ�ǄĚĿŠȡ�ċƭĿŕēĿŠĳ�îŠ�ĚĲǛČĿĚŠƥ�îŠē�ĚĲĲĚČƥĿǄĚ�ēĚǄĚŕūƎŞĚŠƥ�ǅūƑŒǜūǅ�ŞĿĳĺƥ�ƙĚĚŞ�ŕĿŒĚ�î�ŕūƥ� 
of work, but it’s always worth it. 

Create environments for staging, development and production from the beginning.

¹ĺĿŠŒ�îċūƭƥ�ĺūǅ�ēĿĲĲĚƑĚŠƥ�ƎĿĚČĚƙ�Ǜƥ�ƥūĳĚƥĺĚƑ�ċĚĲūƑĚ�ĚǄĚƑǋūŠĚ�ƙĚƥƙ�ūĲĲ�îŠē�ēūĚƙ�ƥĺĚĿƑ�ūǅŠ�ƥĺĿŠĳ� 
ȳîŠē�ŕĿŒĚŕǋ�ƎĿČŒƙ�ƭƎ�ƙūŞĚ�ċîē�ĺîċĿƥƙ�îŕūŠĳ�ƥĺĚ�ǅîǋȴȦ�Tƥ�ǅĿŕŕ�ƙîǄĚ�ǋūƭ�î�ƥūŠ�ūĲ�ƥĿŞĚ�ēūǅŠ�ƥĺĚ� 
road, guaranteed.

          Need help with this? 
           Sign up for our next in-depth training session�îċūƭƥ�ēĚǄĚŕūƎŞĚŠƥ�ǅūƑŒǜūǅƙ�

for Drupal.maintain, and facilitate onboarding for other developers who are 
working on your website.

https://evolvingweb.ca/training/drupal-development-workflows
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Test and apply security updates

ØĺĿŕĚ�ĿƥɄƙ�ǄƭŕŠĚƑîċŕĚ�ƥū�ƙĚČƭƑĿƥǋ�ǜîǅƙ�ŕĿŒĚ�îŠǋ�ūƥĺĚƑ�ƎĿĚČĚ�ūĲ�ƙūĲƥǅîƑĚȡ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ĺîƙ�ƥĺĚ�ċĚŠĚǛƥ�ūĲ�
ċĚĿŠĳ�ūƎĚŠȹƙūƭƑČĚȡ�ǅĺĿČĺ�ŞĚîŠƙ�î�ĺƭĳĚ�ēĚǄĚŕūƎŞĚŠƥ�ČūŞŞƭŠĿƥǋ�Ŀƙ�ƑĚîēǋ�ƥū�ƙƎƑĿŠĳ�ĿŠƥū�îČƥĿūŠ�îŠē�
promptly release patches when necessary. All you need to do is, well, apply those patches in a timely 
manner—but only after testing them in a staging environment, just to be safe.

Invest in the right infrastructure to get the most out of Drupal

~ŠĚ�ǅîǋ�ǋūƭ�ČîŠ�ŞîŒĚ�ǋūƭƑ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ĚǊƎĚƑĿĚŠČĚ�ĚǄĚŠ�ċĚƥƥĚƑ�Ŀƙ�ċǋ�ƎîƑƥŠĚƑĿŠĳ�ǅĿƥĺ�ƥĺĚ�ƑĿĳĺƥ�
ƥĚČĺŠūŕūĳĿČîŕ�ƎîƑƥŠĚƑƙȦ�¤îƥĺĚƑ�ƥĺîŠ�ĳūĿŠĳ�ǅĿƥĺ�ūŠȹƎƑĚŞĿƙĚ�ĺūƙƥĿŠĳ�ūƑ�î�ĳĚŠĚƑĿČ� ŕūƭē�ƙūŕƭƥĿūŠȡ�
ČĺūūƙĿŠĳ�î�'ƑƭƎîŕȹĲūČƭƙĚē�Čŕūƭē�ĺūƙƥĿŠĳ�ƎƑūǄĿēĚƑ�ČîŠ�ƙîǄĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ƥĚîŞ�î�ŕūƥ�ūĲ�ƥĿŞĚȡ�îŠē�ĚŠƙƭƑĚ�ƥĺîƥ�
ǋūƭɄƑĚ�ƭƙĿŠĳ�ƥĺĚ�ċĚƙƥȹĿŠȹČŕîƙƙ�ƥūūŕƙ�ĲūƑ�ƙĚČƭƑĿƥǋ�îŠē�ƎĚƑĲūƑŞîŠČĚȦ�

Our partners at Acquia and Pantheon�ƎƑūǄĿēĚ�ĚŠƥĚƑƎƑĿƙĚȹĳƑîēĚ� ŕūƭē�ĺūƙƥĿŠĳ�ĲūƑ�'ƑƭƎîŕȦ� 
�ĚŠĚǛƥƙ�ĿŠČŕƭēĚȠ

• 'ĚǄĚŕūƎŞĚŠƥȬƙƥîĳĿŠĳȬƎƑūēƭČƥĿūŠ�ĚŠǄĿƑūŠŞĚŠƥƙ�ƑĚîēǋȹƥūȹĳū

• ��ƭƙĚƑ�ĿŠƥĚƑĲîČĚ�ƥū�ŞūǄĚ�ǋūƭƑ�ČūŠƥĚŠƥȡ�ǛŕĚƙȡ�îŠē�ČūēĚ�ĲƑūŞ�ūŠĚ�ĚŠǄĿƑūŠŞĚŠƥ�ƥū�îŠūƥĺĚƑ

• ¬ƭƎƎūƑƥ�ĲƑūŞ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ĚǊƎĚƑƥƙ

• �¬ƭƎƎūƑƥ�ĲūƑ�îēēȹūŠ�ĲĚîƥƭƑĚƙ�ƙū�ǋūƭ�ČîŠ�ĿŠƥĚĳƑîƥĚ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ǅĿƥĺ�îŠ�ĚŠƥĚƑƎƑĿƙĚȹƙĚîƑČĺ�ƙūŕƭƥĿūŠ�
and other complementary tools

•  ūŞŞîŠēȹŕĿŠĚ�ƥūūŕƙ�ƥĺîƥ�ǅūƑŒ�ēĿƑĚČƥŕǋ�ǅĿƥĺ�'ƑƭƎîŕ

• ¡ĚƑĲūƑŞîŠČĚ�ūƎƥĿŞĿǕîƥĿūŠ�îŠē�ƙĚČƭƑĿƥǋ�ĲĚîƥƭƑĚƙ

• Automated backups

Similarly, if you decide to work with an agency to develop or redesign your website, pick one that has 
ēĚŞūŠƙƥƑîƥĚē�ĚǊƎĚƑĿĚŠČĚ�ǅĿƥĺ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�ƙƎĚČĿǛČîŕŕǋȦ 

           Did you know? 
Cloud hosting can reduce the time it takes to deploy your website, make your 
site easier to maintain, and facilitate onboarding for other developers who are 
working on your website.

https://www.acquia.com/
https://pantheon.io/


Useful resources
Some Drupal essentials for your bookmarks folder.

~ĲǛČĿîŕ�'ƑƭƎîŕ�'ūČƭŞĚŠƥîƥĿūŠ

Drupal Evaluator Guide

The Weekly Drop newsletter

Drupal Sun

/r/Drupal 

/ǄūŕǄĿŠĳ�ØĚċɄƙ�blog, resource library 
and YouTube channel 

Twitter accounts to follow:  
@drupal, @dries, @drupalcon, 
@DrupalAssoc, and of course  
@EvolvingWeb

Follow Us!

https://www.drupal.org/docs/user_guide/en/index.html
https://www.drupal.org/docs/official_docs/en/_evaluator_guide.html
http://www.theweeklydrop.com/
https://drupalsun.com/find/nacho-d%C3%ADaz/2021/03/16/scrollytelling-using-scrollamajs-css-and-best-practices?open=84481&page=0&infinite=1
https://www.reddit.com/r/drupal/
https://www.reddit.com/r/drupal/
https://evolvingweb.ca/blog
https://evolvingweb.ca/resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRn6hlUZ3l8ZkrNoBRCleNQ
https://twitter.com/Drupal
https://twitter.com/Dries
https://twitter.com/drupalcon
https://twitter.com/drupalassoc
https://twitter.com/evolvingweb
https://evolvingweb.ca/evolving-web
https://www.facebook.com/evolvingweb.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/evolving_web/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/evolving-web/mycompany/
https://twitter.com/evolvingweb?lang=en
https://github.com/evolvingweb
https://www.drupal.org/evolving-web

