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Accepting the election results: 
Elections are for ‘losers’

• Research has shown that supporters of the winning candidate in an election 
consistently have more faith that the election was fair than supporters of the 
losing candidate.

• This pattern is true of both Dems and Reps

• When the parties’ fortunes flip in subsequent elections peoples 
answers flip, too.
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Revision of state election laws
• Several battleground states, including Georgia are moving to 

restrict ‘convenience’ modes of voting e.g., mail-in voting and in-
person early voting,

• Further enforcement of voter identification requirements e.g., 
photographic identification requirements

• Consequences of proposed changes:
• Not obvious there are partisan advantages curtailing 

convenience voting.
• Added cost to conducting elections
• Long lines and waiting times to vote, lower rates of ballot 

completion.
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Going forward:
Biden Policy Agenda

• Executive orders
• COVID-19 stimulus, vaccine distribution
• Economic recovery
• Climate change

• Spending on clean ‘jobs’
• Infrastructure

• Roads, rural broad band, state and local relief
• Taxes
• Health care

• Public health Jobs Corps (e.g., vaccine distribution, testing)
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Going forward: Redistricting

• Republicans control 67 of 99 state legislature chambers.

• Redistricting in 2020 will not be constrained by federal voting 
rights laws i.e., Shelby decision.

• Supreme Court is unlikely to restrain politically motivated 
redistricting plans.

• Expect the 2020 midterm Congressional election to be tilted 
heavily in favor or Republican candidates. 
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Remedies for polarization
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Is polarization the new 
normal or just the old 

normal?
• Mayhew, The Imprint of Congress (2017)

• 1850s-1870 witnessed significant polarization of a sectional, racial and 
class orientation.

• 1950 McCarthyism

•1960s-1970s Vietnam
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Congress as an inventive 
policymaker

• Northwest Ordinance Act (1787)
• Land Grant Colleges (Morrill Act 1862,1890)
• The Highway Trust Fund (1956)
• Clean Water Act (1972)
• National Science Foundation (1950)
• St. Lawrence Seaway (1954)
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From David R. Mayhew, The Imprint of Congress (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2017), p. 16  
Figure prepared by John A. Dearborn.

Impulses in national policy making: 1800-200
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