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Part IV: The 1990s and Beyond
We hope you have been enjoying the look 

back on our company’s history in honor of 
our 70th year. If you would like to read the 
articles you may have missed, check out our 
blog at www.richardsonrichardson.com.

By 1990, R&R was firmly active in 
the Albuquerque area. Our clients 
at that time were both private 

companies and corporate entities. Our 
motto was “We’ll go anywhere and do 
anything for our customers” and we did. 
We completed projects in AZ, CO, TX, OK, 
WY, and even LA. These clients included 
The Western Company (WCNA), El Paso 
Natural Gas (EPNG), US West, AT&T and 
Bank of America (BofA).

In the early ‘90s we installed ATM 
machines in the DFW metroplex, North 
Texas, and West Texas when BofA moved 

into the state. This project accounted for 
approximately 40% of the Texas installs.

In the meantime, we were still busy 
with the phone companies and EPNG. 
EPNG, at the time, was automating their 
pipeline operations and we built offices 
and control facilities in Tucson, Phoenix, 
Belen, Farmington, and Carlsbad along 
with many smaller jobs in AZ and NM.  

An interesting job here in Albuquerque 
was the installation of two new boilers 
on the seventh floor of the downtown 
AT&T office. To accomplish this, we cut 
an opening in the exterior wall and slid 
the boilers in early on a Sunday morning. 
Another success we had was when WCNA 
needed a solution for painting their 
acidizing facilities in NM, TX, and LA), and 
we set up a travelling paint crew at a fixed 

cost. This saved them about $20,000- 
$30,000 per site. We also completed three 
projects for the Living Desert State Park in 
Carlsbad, a one-of-a-kind living museum 
that takes you through the plants and 
animals of Chihuahuan Desert life zones. 
We completed a major renovation to the 
Aviary, a new kitchen and vet center for 
the inmates (animals), and the mountain 
lion and bobcat exhibit. 

Finally, in 2000, we were awarded the 
contract to renovate the Old Albuquerque 
High School campus and we completed 
four additional new loft apartments 
adjacent to the campus. This was a 
kickstart for the downtown resurrection 
that is still ongoing. Next year we will be 
back with more about our recent projects!

by Hap Richardson

We Missed You, and the Ranches Did, Too! 
Each year, one of our favorite company activities is hosting 

the Pete Leyva Memorial Golf Tournament, in support of the New 
Mexico Boys and Girls Ranch (also known as The Ranches). For 
more than 20 years, we have gathered every September to raise 
money for this amazing local cause.

Our tournament in September 2020 was cancelled due to 
COVID-19, but the folks at The Ranches are still working hard 
serving our state’s at-risk youth. In fact, since the pandemic, 
they are helping even more kids. We would like to ask all of our 

readers to consider 
donating to this 
great organization 
to help them offset 
their operating 
costs. You can find 
more information at  
www.theranches.org 
donations. We (and The Ranches!) appreciate all of your support!

Pictured left: Our team was put to the test while installing new boilers in the AT&T office in downtown Albuquerque. Right: We renovated the 
Old Albuquerque High School campus into loft apartments nearly 20 years ago.
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Our Holiday Wish
2020 has been one of the strangest years we have experienced. As we are writing this, 

our Presidential election remains undecided and the threat of COVID-19 continues to loom. 
While we are not a nation without problems and challenges, few of us would choose to live 
anywhere else. The challenges we have all faced seemed to bring our blessings into focus. 

We are grateful to have a successful business, with dedicated, hardworking employees, 
outstanding building team partners, supportive corporate friends and, of course, loyal 
clients. You are the heart and soul of our company, without whom our success would not 
be possible. 

All of us at Richardson & Richardson, Inc. wish you safe and healthy holidays, and a year 
ahead filled with happiness, promise, and opportunity. We hope you have quiet moments 
to connect with friends and family and a sense of peace as we enter the New Year. Here’s to 
a better 2021!

Blue Sky Apartments Remodel Complete
This cute 1970s era, eight-unit 

property near Albuquerque’s 
popular Uptown area just got an 

interior remodel and exterior upgrades. 
The property was a bit rough around the 
edges and needed some attention to get 
back to feeling brand new. 

Renamed the Blue Sky Apartments at 
Espanola, the building has all new finishes 
inside, including flooring and countertops, 
fresh paint, and new baths. Kitchens were 
completely redone and now boast stainless 
steel appliances. There are also clever new 
washer-dryers combo units tucked under 
the counter in each of the apartments. We 
also replaced all evaporative cooler units. 

The exterior has a sleek corrugated 
silver façade detail and fresh paint colors in 
a blue and charcoal scheme. The parking 
lot was upgraded with a tidy dumpster 
enclosure, new ADA ramp, mailbox 
relocation for safety, and paving and 
striping. The building also has a jaunty 
New Mexican-themed neon sign. 

Location is everything, and tenants will 
enjoy mountain views, a nearby park, and 
walks to the nearby Trader Joe’s or Uptown 
Target. Albuquerque’s housing market is 
on the upswing, so this is a great time to 
consider refreshing a multi-unit income 
property. Considering a remodel? Give us 
a call at (505) 881-2268! 
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