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THE STORY S0 FAR...

2020

PhoneCorp gets regulatory breaks in exchange for
investing in communications networks. Current and past
executives are installed in key government roles.

2022
Foreign tech companies scale back. PhoneCorp re-
establishes media and advertising domination. Quid-
pro-quo censorship of anti-government messaging
begins.

2021
PhoneCorp enacts mass layoffs of journalists at its
news divisions. Legislators enact cultural and privacy
laws favouring domestic firms over foreign technology
companies.

2023

2024
PhoneCorp expands into food production and distri-
bution, housing, real estate, transportation, banking,
energy and health care.

The Great Connection Mergers begin. PhoneCorp merges
with PhoneCo. In response, CableCorp, CableCo and
LeCable merge. The combined entities complete their
insinuation into key government and regulatory roles.

2026

2027
Censorship is rampant and household costs skyrocket
— typical cellphone bills are now $1,000, plus $6.95
system access fee. Police refuse to enforce overage
fees so PhoneCorp promises reforms, but secretly
begins building PhoneBots: flying police-like drones.

PhoneCorp acquires CableCorp, forming a full monopoly.
The Sawvies, a resistance movement that provides
underground internet access through unlicensed
airwaves and portable, covertly deployed fibre
networks, are formed.

2029

2030

PhoneCorp deploys PhoneBots to stamp out protests
with crippling overage fees. Military and police forces
are replaced with drones.

Parliament is renamed PhoneCorp Centre. Cabinet ministers are now Key Shareholders and the
Prime Minister is replaced by the Prime Executive Officer. The corporate takeover is complete.
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THIS STREET WAS ONCE
THE HEART OF A BUSTLING
SHOPPING DISTRICT. BUT
THEN CAME THE GREAT
CONNECTION MERGERS.

NOW, PEOPLE HLIDDLE
IN SHACKS, AFRAID OF
BEING HIT WITH OVERAGE
CHARGES. IN 2030, ONE
COMPANY RULES ALL.
PHONECORP!

GOTTA GET
THIS VIDTUBE
BACK TO THE

OTHERS. THEY’LL
NEVER BELIEVE
WHAT’S ON IT.

IF I COULD
ONLY SHAKE
THESE DAMN
PHONEBOTS!
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I CAN'T

. TAKE ANY MORE

FEES ON MY
ACCOLINT.

STUPID
‘BOTS!

‘zrf

-in; :

ONE HIT BY
THOSE OVERAGE
BEAMS AND I'M

DONE/

DERBY GRARL:
GCOUT AND HACKER

ATTEMTION
CITIZEr! YOU ARE
I VIOLATION OF

FHOMNECORF
CLIRFEL.

SLURREINOER
row ANg Your
OVERAGE CHARGES
WILL BE LIMITEO TO
THE 5YSTEIT ACCESS
FEE, PLLIS TAX.

MAYBE I
CAN LOSE THEM
BY DUCKING
DOWN THIS




NOT 50
FAST YOU DUMB
‘BOTS!

JIM BRO:
THE MUSCLE

THIS ONE
ALMOST GOT
THE DSOP ON

THANKS
SUE! I KNEW

YOU HAD MY Ji&

BACK.

I 60T YOUR
OVERAGES
RIGHT HERE.

SUE PERMOM:
LOMBAT SFECIALIST




MAN,
AM I GLAD

TO SEE YOU

/ WHY WERE YOU
BREAKING INTO
PHONECORP'S

EXCHANGE,
ANYWAY?Z

ROUTINE
SNOOPING,
LOOKING FOR
NEW POINTS TO
SPLICE INTO.

DID YOU AT
LEAST FIND SOME
NODES THAT WE
CAN CONNECT TO

THE TEKNET?

I DON’T
KNOW ABOUT
YOu, BUT I'M
GLAD TO BE

HOME.

IF YOU
CAN CALL
IT THAT.

WE GOT LUCKY
THERE WAS
ONLY A COUPLE
OF THEM.

BETTER
GET OUT OF
HERE BEFORE
MOEEIPSHOW

BUT I FOUND
SOMETHING YOU
GUYS ARE GONNA
HAVE TO SEE TO
BELIEVE.

YEP, BUT IT
WON'T MATTER
ONCE YOU SEE
WHAT’S ON THIS

VIDTUBE.
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TH
ERS
E?

BEEN WORKING
ON RESTORING
THE LATEST
OUTAGE.

DERB! WORD CAME
THROUGH ON THE
TEKNET THAT YOU WERE
IN TROUBLE. I'M GLAD
YOU MADE IT.

THANKS
TO YOU G6UYS. IF YOou
HADN’T COME ALONG, 1I'D
HAVE BEEN OVERAGED
OUT. ENDED UP DOING
CONTENT MODERATION ‘l
FOR THE ‘CORP.

MODERATION? YOU
MEAN CENSORSHIP!
IN MY DAY, WE CALLED
IT WHAT IT WAS!
NOTHING MODERATE
ABOUT IT.




IT'5 THANKS
TO YOU AND “YOUR
DAY’S” BELIEF IN
“FACILITIES-BASED
COMPETITION” THAT
WE'RE IN THIS
MESS.

IF YOU HAD
REINED IN THOSE
TELCOS BEFORE THEY
GOT TOO BIG, WE
WOULDN'T BE
HERE.

YOU’'RE GONNA
WANNA LOOK AT THIS.
STAT. I GRABBED IT
FROM THE EXCHANGE
BEFORE THE ‘BOTS
FOUND ME.

THEY'RE
HISTORICAL
RECORDS.

EVERYO

NOT ALL OF
Us WERE THAT
puMB! you
KNOW I VOTED
b BACK WHEN
YOu couLp
STILL VOTE.

WHAT 15 177
THEY OBVIOUSLY
WANTED TO
STOP YOU FROM
HAVING IT.

I MEAN REAL
HISTORICAL RECORDS.
NOT THAT PROPAGANDA
THE CORP HAS ON

GREAT CAESAR'S
ROOTKIT! THIS 15
DOCUMENTATION OF
HOW PHONECORP

THEIR STREAMING
CHANNELS.

NE,

CHECK THIS

uT!

TOOK OVER! YOU'RE
RIGHT...



20c1:Beforelthellizeal{Eonnection)Meryersy

HEY, PID YOU
DUDES GET THAT
ARTICLE I SHARED
ABOUT THE CRAZY
LOBBYING ALL THE
BIG TELCOS ARE

YES, I READ
THAT. HOLY MOLY
THAT’S BAD! THOSE
COMPANIES ARE IN
THERE WITH POLITICIANS
EVERY DAY, GETTING
WHAT THEY WANT.

¥ MORE LIKE TWICE A
DAY. IT'S UNBELIEVABLE
HOW MUCH ACCESS
THEY HAVE. AND WE'RE
GETTING SCREWED
BECAUSE OF IT.

17’5 ROBBERY! YOU
KNOW WHAT THE EUROPEANS
PAY? PRACTICALLY NOTHING! AND
DON’T GET ME STARTED ON
CENSORSHIP!

YOUR HERNIA.




THE PROBLEM
15 NO COMPETITION.
MOST OF US HAVE
ONLY ONE OR TWO BIG
COMPANIES TO CHOOSE
FROM FOR REALLY
SLOW, PATHETIC
SERVICE.

THERE ARE
SMALLER SERVICE
PROVIDERS, BUT
THE GOVERNMENT
BARELY LISTENS
TO THEM.

THEY’'RE SUPPOSED TO
PROVIDE COMPETITION AND
LOWER PRICES, BUT THEY
DON’T HAVE LOBBYISTS IN
THEIR EARS EVERY
SINGLE DAY.

/

THE BIG COMPANIES
ARE FILLING POLITICIANS’
BRAINS WITH STUFF THAT

AIN'T TRUE. “ONLY WE

CAN BUILD PIPES AND

CONNECT PEOPLE!”
“WE y
DON’T NEED

COMPETITION,
PRICES ARE
FINE.” YEAH,

RIGHT!

...AND THEY'RE
PROBABLY
MONITORING
EVERYTHING
WE'RE SAYING
RIGHT NOW.

TO SPEAK UP, TO
START A PETITION.
TELL POLITICIANS




Still a0gl:
The capital city.

OH, LORD

VLAD! YOU

STARTLED
MEe!

CALM YOURSELF,

YOU HAVE NOTHING

TO FEAR. AS LONG
AS 1 FIND YOU...
ACCOMMOPDATING.

YES, I KNOW

THE DRILL. WHAT DO

YOU MAKE OF THIS
PETITION? HUNDREDS
OF THOUSANDS HAVE
SIGNED IT. THEY WANT
MORE COMPETITION,

LOWER PRICES.

THEIR DEMANDS
ARE OF NO CONCERN. 1
HAVE BEEN CLEAR. YOUR
PEOPLE MUST GIVE ME
WHAT I WANT OR I WILL

CUT NETWORK

. INVESTMENT.




BUT YOU'VE

PROMISED MORE
INVESTMENT FOR BEFORE YOU 5AY

YEARS AND YOU SOMETHING YOU

KEEP DELIVERING REGRET.

ONLY THE BARE
MINIMUM...

I WILL 5TOP YOU

you

KNOW THAT ONLY

PHONECORP CAN
CONNECT THIS LAND.
IT 15 OUR BIRTHRIGHT,

OUR DESTINY. OUR

SHAREHOLDERS
DEMAND [T!

DO YOU KNOW
WHAT IT IS TO UPSET
SHAREHOLDERS IN
NEW YORK? IN
FRANKFURT? IN
TRANSYLVANIAZ

1 ASSURE
YOU, THEY ARE NOT
PLEASANT. DO NOT TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF MY
BENEVOLENCE!

e g0t wpnte
IT BEHOOVES YOU PO NoOT

FORCE ME TO
NOT TO FAIL ME. RECONSIDER

ANY... FUTURE
PATRONAGE YOU
MAY HAVE
COMING.

YOU ARE TO
DISREGARD THAT
PETITION AND THE

zEABAe;e wug

ARRANGED IT. WHAT ARE

INSIDE THIS THESE?

BOX ARE GIFTS...
FOR YOUR
COLLEAGLUES.

THESE ARE FOR
YOUR GOVERNMENT
FRIENDS. THEY
WILL ENSURE THE
DESTINY OF
PHONECORP.




@HF@] arters:

THE EVENING |
NEWS. BROUGHT |

e
YOU NOW TO
PARLIAMENT, WHERE
THE COMMLUNICATIONS
MINISTER |5 SET
TO MAKE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT.

ALONG WITH THOSE NETWORKS,
PHONECORP WILL DELIVER
AFFORDABLE SERVICES BECAUSE,
OF COURSE, THEY HAVE
PROMISED TO...

IT GIVES ME GREAT
PLEASURE TO ANNOUNCE
THE FUTURE OF OUR
CONNECTIVITY.

OUR GOVERNMENT
HAS PARTNERED WITH
PHONECORP TO PELIVER
NEXT-GENERATION INTERNET
FROM COAST TO COAST
TO COAST...

...COMPETITION BETWEEN PHONECORP
AND CABLECORP |5 RELENTLESS AND
PRICES ARE DROPPING BECAUSE,
WELL, THEY SAY THEY ARE...

GREAT CAESAR’'S
REGULATORY CAPTURE,
I CAN'T BELIEVE THE

WHY?Z WHY
WOULPD THEY PO
THATZ I DON'T
GET IT!?!

DUDES, THEY

IGNORED OUR

PETITION! (5QUAWK) END

GOVERNMENT FELL FOR TRANSM/SSION

THIS NONSENSE!




Back in 2030. ~J) b

THE ) NTHAT’spHHO\g W?H
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MY MOM, WHO
YOU GUYS KNEW AS
THE ORIGINAL SUE
PERMOM, SHE WAS A
NURSE BEFORE THE
MERGERS. PRICES
WERE ALREADY WHEN THE CORP
HIGH.. GOT INTO BANKING,
FOOD... IT ALL WENT
THE SAME. EVERYTHING
GOT 50 EXPENSIVE.

I KNOW SUE.
IT WAS THE HE BUILT
SAME FOR MY A FOLLOWING FOR
COUSIN, JOE HIS WEIGHT-TRAINING
BRO. VIDEOS, BUT COULDN'T
AFFORD THE ONLINE
BROADCAST
LICENSE.

HE GOT
OVERAGED OUT
T00. ALL BECAUSE
PHONECORP WAS
MIND-CONTROLLING
DECISION
MAKERS.

EVEN SEE IT! ! AND GOVERNMENT... AND THE

CENSORSHIP!
DON’T FORGET THE
CENSORSHIP!

I1TOLD YOU

THEY WERE

MONITORING
us.

SHE GOT
OVERAGED OUT AND
HAD TO WORK FOR THE
CORP TO PAY HER
DEBTS. ALL SHE EVER
WANTED TO DO WAS
HELP PEOPLE...

WE’'VE ALL HAD
SIMILAR EXPERIENCES.
BUT THAT'S WHY WE
DO WHAT WE DO. WHY
WE TRY TO CONNECT
PEOPLE THROUGH
THE TEKNET.

T0 GIVE
THEM THEIR
CHOICE
BACK.



GENE |5 RIGHT. THIS 1S
WHY WE FIGHT. THE VIDEO
PROVES THE PEOPLE’S
NEEDS WERE IGNORED. THE
CORP HAD CONTROL
THE WHOLE TIME.

THE
CORP 15 GOOD
AT WHAT IT DOES.
KUDOS TO THEM. BUT
NOW WE HAVE TO
DO SOMETHING
ABOUT IT.

WHAT PO
YOU PROPOSE?
LIKE THERE'S

ANYTHING WE CAN
DO? IT’S NOT LIKE WE
CAN GO BACK IN TIME

AND CHANGE THE

PAST.

I WOULDN'T
BE 50 SURE ABOUT
THAT. THERE WAS
ANOTHER FILE IN
THAT VIDTUBE THAT
LOOKS VERY
INTERESTING.

WHAT ARE
WE LOOKING
AT HERE?

WHAT?!Z THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE!
PHONECORP WAS RUMOURED
TO BE WORKING ON ONE,
BUT REALLY?

ACCORPING TO 8
THESE FILES, IT'S IN A
LAB AT PARLIAMENT... I

MEAN PHONECORP
CENTRE.

50... ARE YOU
PROPOSING WE GO
BACK IN TIME AND
CHANGE THE EXACTLY!

ST WE STOP THE
MIND CONTROL
AND MAKE
OUR VOICES
HEARD!




Later that night...

YOU'RE A
HERO AND A
GENTLEMAN,

CURM.

AM NOT! I

you
SURE ABOUT
THIS, GENE?

WE JUST HAVE
TO HOPE THE TIME
MACHINE WORKS. 50
LITTLE CORP TECH
DOES, 50 IT'S NOT
A GIVEN. CURM, YOou
READY?

JUST HATE THIS
$@#% COMPANY
MORE THAN ANY

OF You!

MAKE
SURE YOU GET
THEM TO SHOW MY
STORIES! STOP THE
CENSORSHIP!

HEY, YOU
STUPID TIN CANS!
OVER HERE! I'LL
SHOW YOU WHAT YOou
CAN DO WITH YOUR
DATA CAPS!

GENE, PUDE,
YOU GOT THAT
SCRAMBLER
WORKING?

PHONECORP’S
SECURITY HAS ALWAYS
BEEN PATHETIC. I'M
JAMMING THEIR
SENSORS AS WE
SPEAK.

DAMN
STRAIGHT.
I'M READY TO
TAKE THOSE
PHONEBOTS
TO HELL!

WHY DOES THAT
OLD COOT HATE
PHONECORP 50
MUCH? HE DOESN'T
EVEN HAVE A
CELLPHONE OR
INTERNET.




WE’'RE IN!
DERB, WHICH WAY
15 IT AGAIN TO THE

TIME MACHINE
LAB?

CRAP, WE
TRIPPED AN ALARM!
GENE, WAS THIS
SUPPOSED TO BE
HERE?

MUST BE NEW.
I CAN'T BELIEVE
A CORP ALARM

SYSTEM ACTUALLY
ORKS!

UH, GUYS...
LOOKS LIKE
WE'VE GOT
TROUBLE.

YOU KNOW
WHAT THAT
MEANS, RIGHT?
SAVVIES...

17’5 THIS
WAY. FOLLOW
MEe!

THEY'RE
ONTO Us!
THIS WAY,
Guys.

j — f\\




Y/
REACH ouTr
AND TOUCH

SOMEONE!




PRIME
EXECUTIVE VLAD!
THE SAVVIES
HAVE BROKEN

IN/

I AM AWARE.
THEY M?TTEE

NO

THEY DON’T?
BUT THEY MUST

] 1 BE HERE FOR
Flsewhere in A

FhoneCorp Centre... i 3 MACHINE!

WHY DOES IT
MATTER? EVEN IF

THEY GO BACK IN
TIME, WHAT WOULD ERRR, NOTHING MY

> 7 LIEGE. T WAS MERELY
HEY ACHIEVE SAYING T WILL TAKE MY
LEAVE AND ENSLRE THE

WOULD THEY CHANGE PHONEBOTS STOP THE
ANYONE'S MINDZ WE : - \ SAVVIES.
HAVE CREATED THE - 5,
PERFECT 50CIETY HERE, : _ EXCELLENT.
ONE NATION UNDER i YOu Do
PHONECORP. N = I'M SORRY

WHAT WAS



Meanwhile...

I DON'T
KNOW HOW
MUCH LONGER we: SIS
CAN HOLD ouT 3
AGAINST THIS
THING... =
DERB, WE'VE
GOT TO GET TO
THE TIME MACHINE.
HOPE.

JIM, 5UE, CAN
YOU DRAW |15
ATTENTION?

EVEN I'M
RUNNING OuT
OF 5TEAM
HERE!

DUDE, WE'LL
DO THAT. YOU
GuYs GET
GOING!

YOU MECHANICAL
JERK! COME
GET Us!




A few moments later, The Savvies find the lab...

THIS 1S IT, HUH?
IMPRESSIVE, FOR

A PHONECORP

~ CREATION.

1 : HURRY, GET ON
i) THAT CONSOLE.
THERE’S NO TIME
TO WASTE!

YOU’RE VLAD’S FLUNKY. THE
GUY WHO DELIVERED THE MIND
CONTROL DEVICES. YOU'RE
WHY WE'RE ALL IN
THIS MESS.

I'VE HAD A LOT OF TIME TO
THINK ABOUT THAT. ABOUT
THE... MISTAKES I'VE MADE.
I WISH TO ATONE FOR
THEM.

THIS SHOULD JAM THE
MIND CONTROL SIGNAL.
I'VE BEEN WORKING ON IT
FOR YEARS, TO MAKE UP
FOR MY SHAME.

GOOPD LUCK
/|| DERB, WE'RE
GO FIX THIS, 5 COUNTING
I IMPLORE )

you!
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IT GIVES ME
GREAT PLEASURE
TO ANNOUNCE THE
FUTURE OF OUR

CONNECTIVITY...

A HUGE MISTAKE!
ABOUT TO TAKE
OVER!

HOLD IT!
YOU'RE MAKING

PHONECORP 15

MINISTER,

YOU WERE UNDER
PHONECORP’S MIND
CONTROL AND ABOUT
TO POOM THE
FUTURE.

x

THE FUTURE ISN'T
WRITTEN. THERE'S
STILL TIME FOR A

BETTER-CONNECTED
TOMORROW.

WE ALL JUST
HAVE TO MAKE THE
RIGHT CHOICES AND
MAKE SURE WE
DON’T LISTEN TO
THE WRONG
PEOPLE.

1 WAS? OH MY!

I DON’T KNOW HOW
THIS HAPPENED.
SOMEONE |15 GOING
TO ANSWER FOR
THIS.

w0




Tex CEEIL

Every Canadian deserves high-speed internet access at an affordable price. Unfortunately,
very few are getting it because of a reliance by policy makers on only a small number of the
higgest companies to deliver it.

These companies do not have the public’s interest at heart. Their only purpose, as required of
them by law, is to deliver ever-higher profits to their shareholders.

To do that, they lobby policy makers to sway the rules in their favour. By consolidating their
market power they are tilting the playing field to exploit consumers and prevent competition
so that they can raise prices and spend less on improving services.

Competition is the best response to this. Competition keeps prices low, spurs innovation and
ensures companies of all sizes invest in networks and services to win customers. Canadians
win as aresult.

But competition is under threat right now — in fact, it is nearly dead. The big companies are
running the table, merging with each other and delivering outsized bills to customers and
higher dividends to shareholders while smaller firms like TekSavvy struggle.

Policy makers need to use every tool at their disposal to stop monopoly consolidation and
consumer exploitation. To do this, they must restore competition and encourage additional
players both hig and small, to give Canadians more choice and therefore the affordable
internet services they need.

Canadians deserve better.

AAAID STUDI0 PRODDUCTION
RAID.WORLD



INTERNET TV and WIRELESS
FOR ONLY $3,999 / month.”
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