An Act to Create Access to Justice

Become a Co-Sponsor of H.1792. S.996
Sponsors: Representatives Madaro and Meschino, Senator DiDomenico

No government program should intentionally or unintentionally discriminate against or exclude people from
participation based on characteristics such as race, sex, disability status, or any other protected characteristic.
However, sometimes discrimination does happen. The most pervasive injustices in our society come from
actions that appear neutral on their face but perpetuate or result in discrimination when applied. Civil rights
laws are meant to help people seek redress against such programs or activities that have a disparate impact, even
when the discrimination is unintentional. Unfortunately, it is increasingly difficult for the victims of civil rights
abuses to vindicate their rights in federal court. This bill aims to rectify this problem by making it possible to
sue in state court.

The Act to Create Access to Justice would:

+/ PROTECT VULNERABLE GROUPS. This bill prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color,
religion, national origin, ethnicity, ancestry, citizenship or immigration status, limited English proficiency,
genetic information, sex, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, age, disability, medical condition,
familial status, pregnancy, veteran status, recipient of public assistance, or any other protected characteristic.

v/ RESTORE CIVIL RIGHTS PROTECTIONS. The bills create—under state law—critical civil rights
protections that were previously available under federal law. Specifically, the bills would eliminate the
unwarranted burden of proving that governmental programs or activities with a disparate impact are motivated
by discriminatory intent.

+/ PROHIBIT UNINTENTIONAL DISCRIMINTATION. The Act would prohibit programs from taking
actions or making decisions that disadvantage protected groups, regardless of intent.

v/ INCREASE ACCESS TO LEGAL REMEDIES. Affected groups could file claims in state court, rather

than federal court. The Act also does not require affected individuals to go through administrative red tape
before being able to bring a claim.

For more info, contact: Andrea, andrea(@n2nma.org or Sofia, sofia@ace-¢j.org

Supported by ACLU MA, GLAD, Greater Boston Legal Services, Massachusetts Appleseed Center for Law and Justice,
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute, Mass Trans Political Coalition, Prisoners Legal Services and the EJ Legislation Table: Neighbor
to Neighbor; GreenRoots; Alternatives for Community & Environment; Coalition for Social Justice; Conservation Law Foundation;
Clean Water Action; Community Action Works; MA Climate Action Network; Environmental League of MA; Green Energy
Consumers Alliance; Better Future Project; Sierra Club of MA; North American Indian Center of Boston; 350 MA; Groundwork
Lawrence; Lawyers for Civil Rights; Healthcare Without Harm; Union of Concerned Scientists; and UU Mass Action.



Una Ley para Crear Acceso a la Justicia

Hagase un Copatrocinador de H.1792, S.996.
Patrocinadores: Representantes Madaro v Meschino, Senador DiDomenico

Ninglin programa gubernamental debe discriminar de manera intencional o no intencional a las personas o
excluirlas de la participacion en funcion de caracteristicas como raza, sexo, estado de discapacidad o cualquier
otra caracteristica protegida. Sin embargo, a veces ocurre discriminacion. Las injusticias mas generalizadas en
nuestra sociedad provienen de acciones que parecen neutrales a primera vista, pero que perpetiian o resultan en
discriminacion cuando se aplican. Las leyes de derechos civiles tienen por objeto ayudar a las personas a
solicitar reparacion contra dichos programas o actividades que tienen un impacto dispar, incluso cuando la
discriminacion no es intencional. Lamentablemente, es cada vez mas dificil para las victimas de abusos contra
los derechos civiles reivindicar sus derechos en un tribunal federal. Este proyecto de ley tiene por objeto
rectificar este problema al permitir entablar una demanda en los tribunales estatales.

La Ley para Crear Acceso a la Justicia:

v PROTEGERIA A LOS GRUPOS VULNERABLES. Este proyecto de ley prohibe la discriminacién por
motivos de raza, color, religion, origen nacional, origen étnico, ascendencia, ciudadania o estado migratorio,
dominio limitado del inglés, informacion genética, sexo, identidad y expresion de género, orientacion sexual,
edad, discapacidad, condicion médica, estado familiar, embarazo, condicion de veterano, beneficiario de
asistencia publica o cualquier otra caracteristica protegida.

+ RESTAURARIA LAS PROTECCIONES DE DERECHOS CIVILES. Los proyectos de ley crean—bajo
la ley estatal—protecciones fundamentales de los derechos civiles que anteriormente estaban disponibles bajo la
ley federal. Especificamente, los proyectos de ley eliminarian la carga injustificada de probar que los programas
o actividades gubernamentales que tienen un impacto dispar estan motivados por una intencion discriminatoria.

+/ PROHIBIRIA LA DISCRIMINACION ININTENCIONAL. La Ley prohibiria que los programas tomen
medidas o tomen decisiones que desfavorezcan a los grupos protegidos, independientemente de la intencion.

+ AUMENTARIA EL ACCESO A SOLUCIONES JURIDICAS. Los grupos afectados podrian presentar
demandas en un tribunal estatal, en lugar de en un tribunal federal. La Ley tampoco requiere que las personas
afectadas se sometan a tramites administrativa antes de poder presentar una demanda.

Para obtener mas informacion, comuniquese con: Andrea, andrea@n2nma.org o Sofia, sofia@ace-ej.org

Apoyado por ACLU MA, GLAD, Greater Boston Legal Services, Massachusetts Appleseed Center for Law and Justice,
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute, Mass Trans Political Coalition, Prisoners Legal Services and the EJ Legislation Table: Neighbor
to Neighbor; GreenRoots; Alternatives for Community & Environment; Coalition for Social Justice; Conservation Law Foundation;
Clean Water Action; Community Action Works; MA Climate Action Network; Environmental League of MA; Green Energy
Consumers Alliance; Better Future Project; Sierra Club of MA; North American Indian Center of Boston; 350 MA; Groundwork
Lawrence; Lawyers for Civil Rights; Healthcare Without Harm; Union of Concerned Scientists; y UU Mass Action.





