
4Revitalise the CBD and 
secure the success of the 
Perth City Deal

Perth CBD’s has faced strong headwinds for several years as general 
economic conditions, an evolving retail landscape and challenges with 
antisocial behaviour combine to stifle growth.  

The impacts of COVID-19 on the vibrancy of Perth’s CBD are still being felt, 
with office occupancy at 77 per cent in December 2020, down from 82 per cent 
pre-pandemic.16 This has forced city retailers to reinvent their businesses in 
order to survive.  

The $1.5 billion Perth City Deal, announced by the Federal Government, State 
Government and the City of Perth in September 2020, is a game changer both 
for the Perth CBD and Western Australia. The influx of students, professionals 
and visitors to a new university campus will be a boost for city businesses.  

With a revitalised and re-energised City of Perth Council, led by new Lord 
Mayor Basil Zempilas, there is a great opportunity to build a shared vision for 
the City of Lights.  

The challenge
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4.1 Support the recommendations of Project 90K 
to enable a CBD residential population of 90,000 

The plan

Urbis research, commissioned by the Property Council and 
released in March 2020, identified several key actions for the 
City of Perth to meet its residential population target of 90,000 
by 2050.17 

This included a range of State Government-led projects to 
attract residents, particularly families, to the Perth CBD. 

Among these projects are new schools, development 
opportunities around key locations such as City West, McIver 
and Claisebrook train stations, and the creation of a ministerial 
or parliamentary role tasked with rejuvenating the city. 
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4.2  Establish a stakeholder reference group to ensure                  
delivery of the Perth City Deal remains on track and 
additional opportunities are maximised 

 

The plan

The Property Council has been a long-time advocate of greater CBD 
activation, a more diverse CBD economy, better transport connectivity, 
a coordinated approach to homelessness, as well as a more flexible 
approach to urban design and approvals that delivers more affordable 
housing. 

A stakeholder reference group, comprising members from the public 
and private sectors, will be an important step to maintain community 
confidence, receive important feedback and solidify private sector 
engagement. 
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4.3 Reconvene the City of Perth Committee to 
facilitate high-level discussions between key 
State Government and city leaders 
 

The plan

The City of Perth Act 2016 created the City of Perth Committee 
as a formal means of collaboration. This powerful committee 
includes the Premier or their delegate, the Minister for Local 
Government and the Director-General of the Department of 
Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries. 

The City of Perth’s leadership team, including the Lord Mayor, 
Deputy Lord Mayor and CEO, also sit on the committee.  

This committee last met in September 2019. This means the 
formal channel to consider key CBD priorities has not met 
throughout COVID-19 or since the appointment of the 
newly-elected council. It should, therefore, reconvene meetings 
as a priority.
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4.4 Reform the Perth Parking Policy by reducing 
the Perth Parking Levy on landlords 

The plan

The Perth Parking Levy, established under the Perth Parking 
Management Act (1999), is collected by the Department of 
Transport and applied to each individual car park within the 
Perth Parking Control Area (Perth CBD, West Perth, East Perth 
and Northbridge). The levy has increased sharply in recent 
years and is passed on to tenants at a rate between $1,038 and 
$1,169, depending on the type of car bay. The levy is expected 
to raise $51.1 million in 2020-21, growing to $61.1 million over 
State Budget projections.  

The Property Council calls for the levy rate to be reduced, which 
in turn will reduce the cost of doing business in the Perth CBD, 
attract new business and generate economic activity.  

Additionally, the Property Council calls on the State Government 
to bring forward any shovel-ready works and ensure the action 
plan is implemented using levied funds. This will create jobs and 
improve city access and amenity. 
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