
 

31 July 2020 
 
 
Hon Stirling Hinchliffe MP 
Minister for Local Government 
Minister for Racing; Minister for Multicultural Affairs 
PO Box 15009 
CITY EAST QLD 4002 
 
 
 
Dear Minister 

Belcarra legislation 

I write to draw your attention to the ongoing impacts of the Local Government Electoral 
(Implementing State 1 of Belcarra) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2018 (Belcarra 
Legislation) and its continued undermining of democracy in Queensland. 

   
As you may be aware, Sunshine Coast Council recently voted on a development application 
for a proposed residential subdivision. The Mayor, Mark Jamieson, declared a ‘perceived 
conflict of interest’ and removed himself from the debate and vote on this application. His 
reasoning for this ‘perceived conflict of interest’ was that a submitter to the application was 
also a political donor. 
 
Through exercising their democratic right to comment on a potential development, a submitter 
has inadvertently prevented the Mayor from being able to fulfill his role as an elected 
representative in voicing the opinion of the people.  
 
The Property Council has written to you several times previously to voice concern with the 
content of the Belcarra Legislation, as well as the overzealous way in which it is being 
implemented at a local government level. 
 
Sunshine Coast Council has also prohibited holding or attending meetings with developers 
under the auspices of the Legislation. The Property Council, UDIA and Master Builders have 
written to the Mayor requesting a meeting to discuss this decision further. 
 
This new interpretation of the Legislation, however, extends beyond the development 
industry to capture any member of the community who may have provided a donation to a 
political candidate at some stage, and subsequently decided to exercise their democratic 
right under the Planning Act 2016 to have their say on a proposed development. 
 
There are many issues raised by this extension of the Legislation, not the least of which is 
how councillors are expected to understand who all submitters to an application are 
(particularly where lengthy petitions have been presented). It also raises the issue of donors 
intentionally lodging a submission to prevent a local politician/s from voting on a given issue.  
 



The Property Council seeks your urgent intervention to review the Belcarra Legislation to 
allow the property industry to once again participate in the democratic process, and to provide 
further guidance to prevent what are no doubt unintended consequences of its provisions.  
 
If you require any further information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me on 0408 469 734 or cmountford@propertycouncil.com.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Mountford 
Queensland Executive Director 


