
 
 
 
	

The Hon. Mick de Brenni  
Minister for Housing and Public Works 
1 William Street 
Brisbane QLD 4000 
Email to:  hpwdts@ministerial.qld.gov.au   
 
cc. Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy  
 
 
24 August 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Minister, 

We write to highlight the significant and immediate opportunities available in 
Queensland to rebound from the COVID-19 crisis through investments targeted at 
rapid improvements in energy efficiency and energy management.  
Australia is facing an unprecedented health emergency, and an equivalent economic 
challenge. The task of managing the economic fallout of COVID-19 and driving the 
recovery on the other side is complex, with particular dynamics playing out in each 
part of the economy. Given this, identifying stimulus measures that can be quickly 
rolled out in multiple economic sectors has significant value.  
Our organisations have identified energy efficiency and energy management as one 
such cross-cutting area that deserves a strong focus as part of state and federal 
stimulus packages. Effective programs that support businesses and households to 
improve how efficiently and productively they use energy would: 

• Drive significant economic activity: energy efficiency and energy management 
upgrades are labour intensive so have an even larger ‘local job’ multiplier than 
renewables, especially among sole traders and SMEs. A recent Australian 
study found that a major push on cost effective energy efficiency in key sectors 
would create 120,000 job-years of employment.  

• Be rolled out rapidly across the entire economy: Energy efficiency and energy 
management upgrades involve improving the performance of business 
processes and buildings across the entire economy. That means lots of small 
to medium ‘shovel ready’ projects that can get started very quickly. 

• Have a long-term productivity dividend: Energy efficiency and energy 
management investments continue to deliver lower energy bills for businesses 
and households long after the initial investment is paid off, boosting economic 
productivity in the medium and long term. 
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• Deliver low cost greenhouse gas reductions: Energy efficiency has been the 
most significant source of emission reductions this century.  From 2014 to 
2016, improvements in energy efficiency were responsible for 75 per cent of 
the stabilisation of emissions from the global energy system.  Focusing 
stimulus measures on energy efficiency provides an opportunity to drive 
significant low cost abatement. 

There is very widespread support for stimulus measures focused on energy efficiency 
and energy management. On Monday 25 May 2020 fifteen peak bodies including 
unions, business groups, community organisations and environment groups released 
a joint letter calling for governments to focus in this area. 
Our organisations have taken that broad call a step further and developed a paper 
which outlines how the Queensland Government could translate this aspiration into 
action: Starting up the jobs machine: The crucial role of energy efficiency in 
revitalising Queensland’s economy.  
This paper makes recommendations for stimulus investments in public buildings, 
manufacturing, commercial buildings and homes. It finds that: 

• $300 million of government investment to upgrade public facilities (e.g. 
hospitals and schools) would create at least 2,400 job-years of employment; 

• $100 million of public investment in manufacturing efficiency upgrades would 
attract $100 million of private funds and create over 1,400 job-years of 
employment; 

• $100 million of public investment in commercial building upgrades would 
attract over $40 million of private investment and create over 1,140 job-years 
of employment; and 

• $100 million of public investment in residential efficiency programs would 
attract $100 million of private investment, and create over 1,300 job-years of 
employment. 

In aggregate, $600 million of government investment would create a minimum of 
6,240 jobs years of employment, while delivering over a billion dollars in savings to 
the government through reduced operating expenditure on maintenance and energy 
bills. Importantly, this approach addresses short term needs of stimulus and 
economic support, and longer term strategic interests in lowering energy costs, 
improving grid stability and driving cost effective emissions abatement activity across 
the economy. 
These proposals would add an important complement to the Economic Recovery 
Strategy measures the Government recently announced, including the ‘Making It In 
Queensland’ and ‘Powering Our Future’ elements. They would also build on the 
experience and capability developed through existing initiatives like the Queensland 
Manufacturing Energy Productivity Program.  
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We request a meeting to discuss these opportunities in detail and stand ready to 
support the Government to develop measures focused on energy efficiency and 
energy management as part of the Government’s broader stimulus effort. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
Rebecca Andrews     Luke Menzel  
Head - Queensland     Chief Executive 
Australian Industry Group    Energy Efficiency Council 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Chris Mountford 
Queensland Executive Director  
Property Council of Australia  


