
 

6 July 2020 
 
 
Committee Secretary 
Natural Resources, Agricultural Industry Development and Environment Committee  
Parliament House 
George Street 
BRISBANE QLD 4000 
 
 
 
Dear Secretary 

Environmental Protection and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the Environmental Protection and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 (the Bill). While primarily dealing with environmental authorities, 
rehabilitation and financial assurance as they relate to the mining industry, there are two elements 
of the Bill of concern to the property industry. Our comments on these sections is detailed below. 
 
Notifiable activities 
  
Clause 79 of the Bill seeks to amend section 320A of the Environmental Protection Act (EP Act), 
by essentially reinstating the ‘notifiable activities’ regime that existed in Queensland prior to 
changes to the EP Act introduced in 2015.  
 
This means that owners/occupiers of land will be required to notify the Department of Environment 
and Science (DES) of notifiable activities that are being or have been carried out on the land, 
regardless of the effect or likely effect on the land. This must be done within 20 business days of 
becoming aware of the activity, and significant penalties (500 penalty units) apply for failing to 
notify.  
 
The proposed amendments differ from the existing requirement, whereby owners/occupiers of 
land are only required to notify where an activity is causing or is reasonably likely to cause serious 
or material environmental harm.  
 
The usual consequence of notifying is that the land is placed on the Environmental Management 
Register, which can have an adverse effect on the value of the land. 
 
In practical terms, the proposed amendment means that property owners and occupiers may now 
be required to notify DES of notifiable activities within 20 business days after the Act commences.  
 
While many property owners may already have done this, others may have formed the view under 
the existing legislation that environmental harm was not being caused by a notifiable activity, and 
therefore not given notice.  An example of this may be a commercial building with diesel fuel 
storage for an emergency generator. 
 



Most owners/occupiers would not be aware of the change in requirements to notify DES, and as 
the Bill does not provide an express exemption from giving notice where notice has been given 
under the superseded section of the Act, it is unclear if notice must be given again. 
 
The Property Council therefore requests that: 
 

• An appropriate transition period be given to permit owners/occupiers to notify; 

• The Bill is clarified to ensure owners/occupiers are only required to notify once;  

• The Bill is clarified about whether it is necessary to notify if the use is authorized by a 

development approval (or equivalent approval). 

 
 
Residual risk fund 
 
The Property Council supports the Government’s aim of ensuring that land is able to be reused 
after its use as a resource activity site is finished. The property industry in Queensland has a long 
history of repurposing land that has previously had industrial, mining or quarrying uses, for other 
types of urban development. We therefore support transparency measures that allow landowners 
to better understand possible risks associated with the use of the land long-term. 
 
The Bill introduces the concept of a ‘residual risk fund’, that comprises payments made by 
resources companies as part of the process of closure of their sites. Under clause 114, the fund 
can only be accessed by the chief executive (resources), and not by landowners. 
 
In some cases, the landowner may be the most appropriate person to undertake residual risk 
activities on a former site of resource activity. The Bill should allow the discretion of the scheme 
manager or chief executive to permit payments to be made from the fund to landowners, to allow 
them to undertake residual risk activities.  
 
 
 
Thank you once again for the opportunity to provide comment. If you have any further questions 
regarding the Property Council or this submission, please do not hesitate to contact me on 0408 
469 734 or cmountford@propertycouncil.com.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Mountford 
Queensland Executive Director 


