
 

 

 

 

4 June 2020 

 

Hon Cameron Dick MP 

Treasurer, Minister for Infrastructure and Planning 

PO Box 15009 

CITY EAST QLD 4002 

 

Land tax relief  

Dear Treasurer, 

I write in relation to the State Government’s land tax relief seeking your intervention to 

amend the conditions of the relief to reflect the release of the new Retail Shop Leases and Other 

Commercial Leases (COVID-19 Emergency Response) Regulation 2020 (the regulation). 

This letter is in addition to our earlier letter, dated 15 May 2020, relating to the application of relief 

to owner-occupiers and new owners. 

The Property Council makes the following proposals for your consideration. 

Application deadline 

Landowners can currently apply for the land tax rebate until 30 June 2020. As part of this 

application landlords need to commit to provide rent relief to affected tenants. 

Given that the regulation was only released in late May, many landlords are still working through 

the extensive process of receiving, analysing and responding to tenant requests for rental relief 

within the required 30-day time frame. For many landlords this process will go beyond 30 June. 

As many landlords may not be in a position to determine the level of relief they will be providing to 

all their tenants by 30 June, the Property Council would welcome an extension of this deadline to 

30 September 2020. This change would align Queensland’s land tax relief deadline with the one in 

place in NSW. 

Relief for non-affected leases 

The regulation defines ‘affected leases’ that qualify for the protections created by the regulation. In 

alignment with the principles of the National Cabinet’s Code of Conduct, these leases are held by 

smaller businesses experiencing a significant fall in revenue due to the COVID-19 crisis. The 

regulation does not apply to leases held by larger businesses with greater financial capacity to 

absorb the economic shocks created by the pandemic. 

While the regulation has made this delineation, the Government’s land tax relief conditions do not 

distinguish between SME and non-SME tenants. In order to be eligible for land tax relief, a 

landowner must commit to provide rent relief to an amount at least commensurate with the land 



 

tax rebate to all COVID-19 affected tenants – not just those who qualify for relief under the 

regulation. 

 

 

EXAMPLE: 

A small neighbourhood shopping centre has four tenancies: 

• Small independent gym – which has been forced to close due to public health 

directions, experiencing a 100% reduction in turnover, and now eligible for 

JobKeeper. 

• Café – which has been operating as ‘takeaway only’, experiencing a 60% reduction in 

revenue, and eligible for JobKeeper 

• Grocery store – which has experienced a strong growth in revenue 

• A national chemist chain – which has experienced a 5% drop in revenue 

 

The landowner has negotiated rental relief for the gym and café in line with the new 

commercial lease regulation. Neither the grocery store or the chemist have sought rental 

relief, and neither are eligible for relief under the regulation. 

 

In order to access land tax relief the landowner would be forced to provide additional relief 

to the chemist commensurate with their share of the land tax rebate. This reduces the 

landowner’s capacity to provide relief to the other tenants. 

 

The Property Council contends that, now that regulation has been released, the conditions of land 

tax relief for tenanted properties should be amended to bring the two into alignment. The Property 

Council proposes the following change to the eligibility conditions: 

“You are a landowner who leases all or part of a property to one or more tenants and all the 

following apply. 

• The ability of one or more tenants to pay their normal rent is affected by the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) pandemic. 

• You will provide rent relief to the affected tenant(s) operating under affected leases (as 

defined by the Retail Shop Leases and Other Commercial Leases (COVID-19 Emergency 

Response) Regulation 2020)  of an amount at least commensurate with the land tax rebate.”   

We would welcome the opportunity to meet and discuss these matters further. If you require any 

further information of would like to discuss these further, please contact me on 0408 469 734 or at 

cmountford@propertycouncil.com.au. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 



 

Chris Mountford 

Queensland Executive Director 


