
COVID-19 has thrown a range of challenges at us, 
and given our current level of debt, we cannot rely 
on the State’s balance sheet to spend our way out 
of recession.  
Now is the time to be bold, innovative, and 
move policy ideas across from the ‘too hard 
basket’. Great ideas are out there- many costing 
Government little to nothing to implement, but 
providing billions of dollars of investment and 
jobs in return. 
Queensland has already shown a serious 
commitment to partner with the private sector 
to deliver world-class social infrastructure 
facilities, such as the $1.1 billion transformation 
of Herston Quarter. Once completed, the Herston 
Quarter redevelopment will deliver a mixed-
use community to cater for health, residential, 
commercial and retail development.   

 

Whilst the release of the State Government’s 
Strategy for Social Infrastructure was a welcomed 
step forward in examining further partnership 
opportunities, more needs to be done to ensure 
we can deliver on new thinking in terms of 
how we fund, develop, maintain and use social 
infrastructure both now and into the future.  
The Government has already stated it intends 
to engage with the private sector to assist in the 
delivery of social infrastructure projects and has 
identified a pilot project in Meadowbrook. Now 
is an opportune time to explore the delivery of 
this precinct, with a skilled-up workforce ready to 
start building, and private sector capital seeking 
to diversify its interests in safe, secure locations.  
Across the state, there are countless other social 
infrastructure projects ready to start. Whether 
they be health, education, justice, arts or housing, 
many new and existing communities are in 
desperate need of new social infrastructure.  
Programs like HomeBuilder have provided a 
welcome stimulus to the residential construction 
industry, however the construction sector is 
multi-faceted.   

IN Q2 2016 THERE WERE 104 CRANES ON BRISBANE’S SKYLINE, DROPPING TO 58 BY Q1 
2020. THE COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION SECTOR IS SKILLED UP AND READY TO WORK 
ON MAJOR PROJECTS. CAN QUEENSLAND AFFORD TO MISS THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO INVEST IN SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE?

LET’S GET ON WITH IT!

SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE
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THE OPPORTUNITY

Partner with the private sector to 
immediately roll out a new round of social 
infrastructure projects that will deliver 
construction sector jobs, along with 
better outcomes for communities across 
Queensland. 



Those focusing on large scale or multi-storey 
projects have an uncertain future ahead of 
them as the ongoing impacts of COVID-19 
continue to slow down an already stalling 
market. Addressing the state’s backlog 
of social infrastructure provides a great 
opportunity for this sector of the industry to 
remain in the workforce.

A LEVER FOR ECONOMIC STIMULUS 
Social infrastructure investment represents 
a vital contribution to the state’s economy, 
contributing over $4 billion to Queensland’s 
GSP annually and creating over 29,000 jobs. 
With private sector commercial projects 
unlikely to progress in the short term, this 
skilled workforce has capacity to shift to large 
scale social infrastructure projects, including 
health and education.  
These projects have the benefit of employing 
thousands of workers through the construction 
phase, as well as providing much needed 
essential services for the community.

QUEENSLAND IS MISSING OUT
Other states are moving quickly to fast-
track the building of new or improved social 
infrastructure facilities. For example, the WA 
Government has recognised the importance 
of a strong social infrastructure sector by 
turbocharging investment as part of its WA 
Recovery Plan.  
The WA Government has facilitated the largest 
TAFE investment in the State’s history by 
committing to $229.2 million to rebuild five 
TAFE colleges across the State. Similarly, the 
WA Government has also injected $300 million 
into sport and community infrastructure, both 
measures aimed at generating a pipeline 
of jobs and delivering a boost to the local 
economy.  
Many states- including NSW, Victoria and WA- 
have recently ramped up funding in the social 
housing sector, partnering with the private 
sector to deliver both more construction sector 
jobs, and address the growing backlog of 
government-assisted housing.

QUEENSLAND IS MISSING OUT

1. Immediately hit ‘go’ on the Meadowbrook pilot project to deliver much-needed construction 
jobs in the south-east corner. 

2. Fast-track the identification and funding of shovel-ready social infrastructure projects to 
capitalise on the availability of skilled labor. 

3. Call for expressions of interest from the private sector to identify and partner with 
Government to deliver social infrastructure. 

4. Continue to refine public/private partnership strategies to facilitate the roll out of social 
infrastructure across the state in the longer-term. 

THE STIMULUS SOLUTIONS
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