
COVID-19 has thrown a range of challenges at us, 
and given our current level of debt, we cannot rely 
on the State’s balance sheet to spend our way out 
of recession.  

Now is the time to be bold, innovative, and 
move policy ideas across from the ‘too hard 
basket’. Great ideas are out there- many costing 
Government little to nothing to implement, but 
providing billions of dollars of investment and jobs 
in return. 

Property and construction are highly regulated 
industries. Whether through legislation, regulation, 
policy, guidance, assessment or taxation settings, 
there are myriad requirements the industry must 
meet every day in delivering homes, workplaces, 
and communities across Queensland. 

Investment is often stalled or frustrated by these 
Government processes. Costs, time delays and 
uncertainty are unfortunately par for the course 
when it comes to doing business in Queensland.  

For new development, many issues stem from a 
lack of front-end planning by the State and local 
government, leading to red and green tape delays 
down the track at the development assessment 
stage.   

Foreign buyer surcharges have likewise created 
a new layer of red tape for many businesses. 
A failure to expressly exempt listed companies 
and trusts in the initial drafting of the regulations 
means that many businesses subsequently have to 
go through the costly and time-consuming process 
of applying for ex gratia relief. 

If Queensland is to attract- or even retain- private 
sector investment, it must commit to a regulatory 
framework that facilitates activity, i.e. any new 
regulations introduced must be required to reduce 
costs, timeframes and/or difficulty of doing 
business in Queensland. 

Government frequently calls for ideas for red and 
green tape reduction, however little action is taken 
in this space, with more, rather than less, red and 
green tape typically introduced.  

Examples of how to reduce costs and complexity 
recently submitted to Government include:  

• Amend legislation so local government 
infrastructure charges can be collected with 
certainty at settlement, rather than plan sealing. 
This will limit financial risk for developers 
in the early stages of projects and minimize 
the financial cost and uncertainty involved in 
negotiating bespoke agreements with local 
governments.  

 

RED AND GREEN TAPE IS STIFLING JOB-GENERATING INVESTMENT IN QUEENSLAND. 
CAN QUEENSLAND AFFORD TO MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE DOING 
BUSINESS EASY?

LET’S GET ON WITH IT!

RED AND GREEN TAPE
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THE OPPORTUNITY

Accelerate a red and green tape reduction 
program to unlock jobs and investment in the 
property industry.



• Remove development assessment referral 
triggers for subservient development 
applications. Applications often require 
additional, unnecessary referrals to the State 
Assessment and Referral Agency creating 
delays and additional costs. 

• Resolve conflicts in environmental exemption 
provisions, as issues arise where some 
provisions allow vegetation to be cleared while 
others require it to be retained.  

• Restrict the assessment of environmental 
matters being referred to the State to only 
those matters the subject of the referral. 
Assessment of additional matters outside 
the scope of triggers leads to time delays and 
additional costs. 

A LEVER FOR ECONOMIC STIMULUS

In the past Queensland has sought to resolve red 
and green tape issues through the development 
of The Queensland Government Guide to Better 
Regulation and establishment of the Office of 
Best Practice Regulation within the Queensland 
Productivity Commission. 

While the intent is supported, if anything this 
approach has resulted in fewer Regulatory Impact 
Statements being prepared and released on 
significant regulatory changes. 

Red tape costs jobs, investment and stifles 
innovation. In 2014, the Business Council of 
Australia estimated red tape at the Federal level 
is costing Australians $65 billion per year. A 
concerted focus on red tape reduction and better 
regulation must be a focus of any Government that 
aims to attract investment and unlock economic 
activity. 

QUEENSLAND IS MISSING OUT

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic the NSW 
Government has implemented a fast-tracked 
assessment process for major projects through 
the Planning System Acceleration Program. It aims 
to identify and remove the red tape that has been 
holding back major projects.  

So far, the program has identified 70 projects to 
undergo a fast-tracked assessment and planning 
process.  The projects identified through the 
program have an estimated economic value of 
$22.4 billion and the potential to create over 48,000 
construction jobs.

QUEENSLAND IS MISSING OUT

1. Extend the State’s Better Regulation Taskforce to also look at opportunities to slash red and 
green tape affecting medium-large businesses. 

2. Re-assess the red and green tape cutting proposals already submitted to Government, this 
time with a renewed focus on facilitating activity and simplifying business. 

3. Proactively reach out to the business community to assist in identifying ways to slash red 
and green tape. 

4. Ensure complete Regulatory Impact Assessments are undertaken where significant policy 
changes are proposed. 

5. Commit to change legislation where leading to a reduction in red tape, rather than tinkering 
with regulation, guidance notes and exemption frameworks as an alternative way to alter its 
intent. 

THE STIMULUS SOLUTIONS
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