
COVID-19 has thrown a range of challenges 
at us, and given our current level of debt, we 
cannot rely on the State’s balance sheet to 
spend our way out of recession.  
Now is the time to be bold, innovative, and 
move policy ideas across from the ‘too hard 
basket’. Great ideas are out there- many 
costing Government little to nothing to 
implement, but providing billions of dollars of 
investment and jobs in return. 
The recent pandemic-induced lockdown 
reinforced the importance communities place 
on local amenity and the close proximity of 
places where they are able to not only access 
essential services, but also recreate. 
During this time many local communities 
benefited from public and private sector 
investment in local precincts that delivered the 
opportunity to enjoy undertaking day-to-day 
tasks, commerce and leisure activities close to 
their homes.   

What the pandemic highlighted, is that 
while there has been significant investment 
in some precincts, many others, whether 
through fractured ownership, a paucity 
of infrastructure, market conditions or 
government priorities, have not kept pace with 
the growth, needs and desires of their local 
communities. 
Some are suffering from retail high streets 
with vacant store fronts, community facilities 
needing upgrades, and a lack of suitable open 
spaces. 
As we look forward there are opportunities 
to not only build on existing small-scale 
local precincts, but also to invest in the 
urban renewal of many precincts across the 
state that are currently underutilised, or their 
purpose is not fitting the needs of the local 
community.  
Great background work has already been 
undertaken in preparing for the SEQ City Deal 
and Olympics and Paralympics bid, which has 
identified a range of precincts that are ripe for 
redevelopment. 
Major Government investment in the Cross 
River Rail, and Brisbane City Council’s 
investment in the Metro, have both opened 
up opportunities for precinct development on 
land that is currently underutilised or not fit for 
purpose.    

OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW AND INNOVATIVE PRECINCTS EXIST ACROSS QUEENSLAND.  
CAN QUEENSLAND AFFORD TO MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO INVEST IN NEW 
PRECINCTS?

LET’S GET ON WITH IT!

PRECINCTS
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THE OPPORTUNITY

Capitalise on major transport infrastructure 
and renewed interest in local area amenity, 
through co-investing with the private sector 
in the delivery of vibrant, innovative 
precincts.



Outside of the south east corner there are also 
great opportunities for precinct development 
with a focus on revitalisation. If accompanied 
by a clear strategy, Government investment 
into projects such as the Townsville Stadium 
or advanced manufacturing facilities, could 
prove as the catalyst for major private sector 
development and activation. 

A LEVER FOR ECONOMIC STIMULUS 
The Better Cities Program, an initiative of the 
Australian Government undertaken in the 
mid-1990s, unlocked large scale investment in 
precincts through providing funds for catalyst 
infrastructure. 
An example of the flow-on benefits of 
investment in precincts can be seen in New 
Farm/Teneriffe, where an $87 million five-year 
investment by the three levels of government 
unlocked in excess of $5.3 billion in private 
sector expenditure over the next 20 years, and 
an additional 8,400 jobs. 

QUEENSLAND IS MISSING OUT
NSW has recently announced the 
establishment of the independent Placemaking 
NSW Advisory Committee, with the remit 
of guiding the creation of great places and 
providing strategic advice on the management 
of precincts such as Sydney Olympic Park, 
Darling Harbour and The Rocks. 
It will also provide advice to the Hunter and 
Central Coast Development Corporation. At the 
same time, the NSW Government announced 
a new 50-year vision for Greater Sydney’s open 
spaces and parklands.  
NSW has also established a number of 
precinct-specific delivery authorities to ensure 
the collaborative roll-out of new precincts. The 
latest of these, the Western Sydney Parkland 
City Authority, will focus on master planning, 
infrastructure, investment attraction and 
housing acceleration as part of the roll-out of 
the Western Sydney City Deal.

QUEENSLAND IS MISSING OUT

1. Invest in a Precinct Catalyst Fund that would provide funding for the critical infrastructure 
needed to unlock investment in new and existing precincts. 

2. Call for expressions of interest from the private sector and local government to partner 
together with the State Government to deliver placemaking outcomes in precincts where
there is fragmented ownership. 

3. Finalise precinct plans associated with Cross River Rail and fund the infrastructure and 
priority placemaking projects identified within. 

4. Utilise the expertise within EDQ to create precinct plans for strategic government 
landholdings and work with the private sector to release these to the market. 

5. Immediately take the Olympics and Paralympics bid off ‘hold’ and finalise the bid. The 
Olympics would provide the impetus for new public and private sector investment in 
precincts in and around SEQ. 

6. Finalise the SEQ City Deal to unlock the funding and strategic advice needed to begin the 
revitalisation of many SEQ precincts. 

THE STIMULUS SOLUTIONS
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