
COVID-19 has thrown a range of challenges at 
us, and given our current level of debt, we cannot 
rely on the State’s balance sheet to spend our 
way out of recession.   
Now is the time to be bold, innovative, and 
move policy ideas across from the ‘too hard 
basket’. Great ideas are out there- many costing 
Government little to nothing to implement, but 
providing billions of dollars of investment and 
jobs in return.

The Queensland’s Government’s former Catalyst 
Infrastructure Fund and Catalyst Infrastructure 
Program proved to be incredibly powerful tools 
in facilitating private investment in the property 
and construction industry. 

Acknowledging the important role catalyst 
infrastructure plays in both unlocking growth 
fronts and providing valuable construction jobs, 
the Property Council has strongly advocated 
for the Queensland Government to direct 
funding towards catalyst infrastructure as a key 
COVID-19 economic recovery mechanism. 

Previous advocacy highlighted that an 
infrastructure fund of circa $600 million would 
assist the private sector to deliver the initial 
costly trunk infrastructure required to open up 
new growth fronts for development. 

As a result of this advocacy, a $200 million 
Building Acceleration Fund was announced in 
July, providing developers the opportunity to 
access ‘no interest’ loans to assist in the delivery 
of catalyst infrastructure in growth areas across 
Queensland.  

While this funding is welcomed by the property 
industry, an expansion of the program is 
required if Queensland is to keep pace with the 
infrastructure required by new and expanding 
communities across the state. 

An investment in catalytic infrastructure will 
further unlock private sector capital, providing 
Government with a significant return on 
investment, both in terms of jobs and economic 
activity. 

INFRASTRUCTURE IS A KEY ENABLER OF INVESTMENT IN THE PROPERTY AND 
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY - THE BIGGEST PRIVATE SECTOR EMPLOYER IN THE STATE. 
CAN QUEENSLAND AFFORD TO UNLOCK NEW DEVELOPMENT BY INVESTING IN 
CATALYST INFRASTRUCTURE?

LET’S GET ON WITH IT!

CATALYST INFRASTRUCTURE
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THE OPPORTUNITY

Increase the level of funding available 
through catalyst infrastructure programs to 
unlock new growth fronts in Queensland and 
support building and construction jobs. 



A LEVER FOR ECONOMIC STIMULUS
A review of the former Catalyst Infrastructure 
Fund and Catalyst Infrastructure Program 
demonstrate their benefits to both Government 
and broader economy. These schemes were 
fully subscribed to, and for every $1 that the 
Queensland Government contributed, the 
private sector contributed $3.  
As such, the Catalyst Infrastructure Fund in 
particular proved to be a powerful economic 
multiplier, as the model of providing ‘no 
interest’ loans to the industry came at very 
little long-term cost to the Queensland 
Government. The current Building Acceleration 
Fund operates in a similar manner. Proponents 
are required to provide loan security in the 
form of a bank guarantee, which reduces the 
Government’s financial risk. 
There is an opportunity for the Government to 
increase its commitment towards the Building 
Acceleration Fund. 
The initial round of $200 million funding 
could be used to resolve teething issues and 
serve as template to launch a powerful wave 
of catalyst infrastructure funding that could 
unlock new growth areas, create jobs and help 
drive Queensland’s economic rebuild.

QUEENSLAND IS MISSING OUT
Population growth across Australia will 
undoubtedly slow in the short-term as a result 
of lower migration levels, however this must 
not detract from the need to ensure that 
the State continues to plan for and deliver 
infrastructure that responds to long-term 
growth trends. Other states are focused on 
how they can work with local governments 
and the private sector to facilitate new growth 
areas. 
As part of its Planning System Acceleration 
Program, launched in response to COVID-19, 
the NSW Government has introduced a range 
of infrastructure funds to support individual 
high growth areas across the state. 
As an example, the Accelerated Infrastructure 
Fund has provided $71 million to two local 
government areas to unlock the infrastructure 
required to facilitate new growth areas. As part 
of the arrangement, infrastructure charges 
levied on developers have also been capped to 
ensure projects are viable for the development 
industry to deliver.  

QUEENSLAND IS MISSING OUT

1. Provide an immediate minimum $400 million boost to the existing Building Acceleration 
Fund. 

2. Allow local governments to access the Fund, and provide an additional incentive for local 
government fund recipients to spend stored funds collected through infrastructure charges.

3. Prioritise projects that are ready to commence immediately to ensure the benefits of the 
fund are able to immediately flow through to the community. 

4. Fast track approvals for fund recipients who have already shown that their projects will 
accelerate job creation and provide economic benefits for the community. 

5. Expand the fund so it is not limited to only water supply, transport, wastewater, and 
      stormwater infrastructure. 
6. Align spending through the fund with existing planning documents such as the SEQ Regional 

Plan.

THE STIMULUS SOLUTIONS
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