




The Catholic Imagination 

Emerges from the dynamic relationship between 
the gift and task of communion

The Gift of Communion:
The offer of God’s Life by the Spirit, drawing us into the union of the Father and Son

The Task of Communion:
To become what you received - a bond of communion for others - the reality of charity



At the heart of Notre Dame Vision 
is the mission to empower young people 
to recognize grace at work in their lives 

and respond to God’s call 
by offering their gifts 

in service to the needs of the world. 



I ask you also to be protagonists of this transformation. You are the ones 
who hold the key to the future! Continue to fight apathy and to offer a 
Christian response to the social and political troubles emerging in 
different parts of the world. I ask you to build the future, to work for a 
better world. 

Dear young people, please, do not be bystanders in life. Get involved! 
Jesus was not a bystander. He got involved. Don’t stand aloof, but 
immerse yourselves in the reality of life, as Jesus did. Above all, in one 
way or another, fight for the common good, serve the poor, be 
protagonists of the revolution of charity and service, capable of 
resisting the pathologies of consumerism and superficial 
individualism. ~ Pope Francis, 
Christus Vivit, 174.



Preparatory Reflection
Identify Community

Listen to Community
Ponder Community 

Respond to Community
Reflect on the Process 



● What are you excited about as 
you begin this process?

● As you reflect on the place of 
prayer and reflection in your own 
life, what practices draw your 
attention? 

● How do you plan to grow in your 
understanding of the gift and 
task of communion this summer?

Preliminary 
Preparations



● What community do you feel 
drawn to serve?

● What makes you curious about 
this community?

● How do you plan to approach 
this community? 

● What is your disposition towards 
them? 

Identify 
Community



● How do you plan to listen to this 
community? 

● What are the challenges facing 
the members of your 
community?

● What are their fears? What are 
their hopes?

● What gifts does this community 
have?

● How can you cultivate openness 
and empathy? 

Listen to 
Community



● What did you hear? What resonates 
with you? What are the greatest 
needs present? 

● What themes of the Catholic 
Imagination speak to this 
community? 

● How will you pray for this 
community?

● How can you help your community 
to practice hope, develop resilience 
and perseverance?Recognize and 
articulate grace at work in their 
lives?

Ponder
Community



Respond to
Community

● What do you hope to create? What 
need(s) are you hoping it will 
address? 

● What resources would you need to 
complete it? Which do you already 
have? 

● How will you use your formation, 
skills and talents in your response?

● What more do you need to learn to 
successfully shape or implement 
your response?

● What are signs that this is a fruitful 
response? Attentive to needs?



Reflect on 
Process

● What did you learn in this process 
about yourself? about listening? 
about your community? the Catholic 
Imagination? 

● What did you create? How did it 
address the needs you identified? 

● Where have you seen grace at work 
in this process? 

● If you could go back and tell 
yourself one thing at the beginning 
of this process, what would it be? 
What would you do differently?



I want to state clearly that young people themselves are 
agents of youth ministry. Certainly they need to be helped 
and guided, but at the same time left free to develop new 
approaches, with creativity and a certain audacity. 

So I will not attempt here to propose a kind of manual of 
youth ministry or a practical pastoral guide. I am more 
concerned with helping young people to use their insight, 
ingenuity and knowledge to address the issues and 
concerns of other young people in their own language.

Pope Francis, Christus Vivit, 203



Curating wonder and curiosity for 
Pastoral Creativity through the 
beauty and witness of the Church.

#1



Strengthening commitment to 
Pastoral Creativity by cultivating 
relationships and providing 
pastoral support.

#2



Question for Breakout Discussion or Personal Reflection:
You have the option to join a breakout room or remain in the main room for silent reflection. 

How might this model work in your setting (parish, school, 
diocese, family, etc) to inspire missionary creativity and 
empower the laity for co-responsibility? 

"Life in Community, Aidan Hart with contributions from Donald Jackson, Copyright 2002, The Saint John’s 
Bible, Saint John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota USA. Used by permission.  All rights reserved."



Examples of the “Pastoral Creativity in 
the Community” social media campaign 

on the Notre Dame Vision Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter Accounts














