LITERACY
In first grade, students develop decoding and fluency, as
well as comprehension skills. STA uses “Being a Reader”,
a program that combines foundational-skills instruction
and rich literacy experiences. The program nurtures stu-
dents academically and socially while providing rigorous
instruction in early literacy skills and strategies, includ-
ing: reading comprehension, fluency, phonics and de-
coding, and high-frequency words. “Being a Reader” also
provides specific instruction to develop students’ ability
to work independently by taking responsibility for their
learning and behavior. A strong foundation in indepen-
dent work makes it possible for a teacher to provide dif-
ferentiated instruction to small groups of students. Raz-
Kids, a web-based leveled reading program, is an exciting
supplementary method of differentiating instruction to
the varied levels of first

grade readers.

Curriculum Overview

Grade 1
General Studies

WRITTEN EXPRESSION
Writer’s Workshop is introduced in first grade, and stu-
dents learn the stages of the writing process as well as
craft and structure. Three genres of writing are focused
on during the year, and students finish each cycle with an
Author’s Celebration. Mini-Lessons focus on concepts of
print, revising, and word choice. Students benefit from
the presence of the school’s Writing Coach who works
with each teacher to develop writing lessons, rubrics, and
individual student portfolios.

MATHEMATICS
EnVision math 2.0 (2017 edition) is a blended math
program that provides the rigor and real-world appli-
cations needed to meet the Common Core standards.
Problem-based learning is a hallmark of the EnVision
Math Program, and students benefit from individualized
practice using technology as well as print material. STA
supplements the EnVision program with the Principal’s
Challenge: Students are challenged to pass three levels of
fluency drills that grow increasingly challenging at every
grade level.
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