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“The Good, The Bad and The Ugly”
OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THE FUTURE

Flexible Endoscope Reprocessing and the Importance of AAMI ST91 presentation by Mary Drosnock

APM-000076-210507




EH Spaulding believed that how an object will be disinfected depended on
the object’s intended use (developed in 1968)

crITICAL: 0objects which enter normally sterile tissue or the vascular system or
through which blood flows should be sterile.

SEMICRITICAL: Objects that touch mucous membranes or skin that is not intact
require a disinfection proceed (high-level disinfection that kills all
microorganisms but high numbers of bacterial spores.

NONCRITICAL: Objects that touch only intact skin require low-level disinfection (or
non-germicidal detergent).

“The Good, The Bad and The Ugly” OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THE FUTURE
Presentation by William Rutala, PhD, MPH: University North Carolina Healthcare

https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/APIC/01cbfd6f-d5f9-448b-ac39-
3d0525af7514/Uploadedimages/Sept%202016%20Meeting/Disinfection and Sterilization.pptx
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https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/APIC/01cbfd6f-d5f9-448b-ac39-3d0525af7514/UploadedImages/Sept%202016%20Meeting/Disinfection_and_Sterilization.pptx

EH Spaulding believed that how an object will be
disinfected depended on the object’s intended use

(now modified)

CRITICAL: objects which directly or secondarily (i.e., via a mucous membrane
such as duodenoscope, cystoscope, bronchoscope) enter normally sterile
tissue or the vascular system or through which blood flows should be sterile.

SEMICRITICAL: objects that touch mucous membranes or skin that is not intact
require a disinfection proceed (high-level disinfection that kills all microorganisms
but high numbers of bacterial spores.

NONCRITICAL: objects that touch only intact skin require low-level disinfection (or
non-germicidal detergent).

“The Good, The Bad and The Ugly” OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THE FUTURE
Presentation by William Rutala, PhD, MPH: University North Carolina Healthcare

https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/APIC/01cbfd6f-d5f9-448b-ac39-
3d0525af7514/Uploadedimages/Sept%202016%20Meeting/Disinfection and Sterilization.pptx
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